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FISHMONGER EXTRAORDINR] 
FRESH WEEKLY SELECTIONS 
INSPIRED FRIDAY SPECIALS 


THE FISHMONGER 


EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 


BURLINGTON 660.9533 • WILLISTON 857.2200 




9C Union 

INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY 

www.myunion.edu 

Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.) 

WITH A CONCENTRATION IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 


Psy.D. with a concentration in Clinical Psychology 

Academic Meetings in Vermont and Ohio 

• Emphasizing practical preparation, social justice values, and the psychologist's 
role as agent of social change 

• Flexible program delivery with on-ground classes, online coursework, and brief 
academic meetings in Brattleboro, Vermont or Cincinnati, Ohio 

• Attentive faculty’ involvement and sensitive, culturally’ competent learning 
community 

Accepting applications for Fall 2012. 

www.myunion.edu / psyd 

Union Institute & University • 888.828.8575, x8902 • 802-257-941 1 • Admissions.PsyD@myunion.edu 
Private, non-profit university, accredited by The Higher Learning Commission oj the North Central Association of Collegesllncl Schools (www.nca.hlc.org). 

UI6AJ does not discriminate in its policies or procedures and conforms with frdeml non-discrim inalory regulations. 


Also offering a hybrid 
Master of Arts with a con- 
centration in Counseling 
Psychology in Bratdeboro, 
Vermont. Licensure track. 
Enrolling now. 






COOLPIX- S4100 Kit 

WAS *229” |^ p ^| 


14 Sunset Olive • Wateibuiy Cental, VT 05677 


^Mountain 

)amem/. 


Make a movie, capture a sunset, 
design a poster, explore a craft, 
and have a blast at our beach. 


CAMPUS EXPEBIENCE 
SUMMER SESSION 

at Burlington College 
For students entering their freshman 
or sophomore year of high school. 
Participate as a day student only or 
choose the overnight option. 

JULY 9-20 

Talk with us about a one- week option. 
Students will explore photography and 
graphic design while enjoying time at 
Burlington College's beach and taking 
along tire coast of Lake Champlain. 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
SUMMER SESSIONS 

at Burlington College 
For students entering their junior or senio 
year, cr just graduating from high school. 
Participate as a day student only or 
choose the overnight option. 

Choose the session that's right for you: 


Film 

JULY 23 -AUGUST 3 


Photography 
& Graphic Design 

JULY 23 -AUGUST 3 
OR 

AUGUST 6 -17 

Woodworking, 

Stained Glass, Pottery 
& Metalwork 

AUGUST 6-17 


Tickets 
On Sale Now! 

Box Office: 

802.760.4634 

SprucePeakArts.org 


Spruce Peak 


Performing 
Arts Center 

122 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, VT 


THE COMPLETE 
WORLD OF 
SPORTS 


AUDIENCE-INTERACTIVE, FAMILY-FRIENDLY 
SHOW FOR ALL AGES. “BLENDING 
SLAPSTICK, SIGHT GAGS, HERNIA-INDUCING 
PUNS, AND GENUINE VERBAL WIT. 

— BOSTON OLOBE 


TRAVIS TRITT 


DESCRIPTION: TWO-TIME GRAMMY 
WINNER, SINGER/SONGWRITER AND 
THE WINNER OF FOUR COUNTRY 
MUSIC ASSOCIATION AWARDS 


2012 Summer Sessions at Burlington College 


GRAMMY AWARD WINNING 
MULTI-INSTRUMENTALIST 
AND ALTERNATELY KNOWN 
AS THE KING OFTELLURIDE 
AND THE KING OF NEWGRASS 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 


3/15 THE OFFICIAL BLUES 
BROTHERS REVUE 


3/23 DANCE THEATRE OF 
HARLEM ENSEMBLE 


3/18 DANU — TRADITIONAL 
MUSIC FROM IRELAND 


3/31 THE SECOND CITY 

LAUGH OUT LOUD TOUR 


Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SprucePeakArts.org 


The Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center is a 501(cX3) not-for-profit arts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities in Stowe and beyond. 








BE SOCIAL - JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, meet new people 
and win things — doesn't everyone? 

Sign up to get insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


PICK YOUR PLEASURE 




LIKE/FAN/STALK [IS JOIN OUR E BEAST LIST 

seventlays.socialclub sevendaysvt.com 


FOllOW THE FUN 

@7dSocialClub 


SOMETHING TO 
SMILE ABOUT... 



WE ARE BACK 
TO WORK! 

Brand new space 
with state-of-the-art 
equipment! 


1775 Wllllston Road. Suite 250, South Burlington, VT 05403 (p) 802.863.5447 
248 South Main Street, Barre, VT 05641 (p) 802.476.0995 



ASSOCIATES IN PERIODONTICS 

Visit our website and check out our monthly blogs: 

www.vermontperio.com 


SRIAND. SHUMAN, DMD MUl A- LEVI. DMD HOLLY A. HALUDAY. DOS MATTHEW R. KOIESAR. DMD, MMSc 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


PAYING CASH FOR ALL COINS PRE-1970 & CURRENCY 



collectors ore willing to pay 


BARBER HALF DOLLAR 

UP TO $6,750* 


SHIELD NICKEL 

UP TO $4,000* 



BARBER QUARTER 

UP TO $3,200* 



PEACE DOLLAR 

UP TO $3, 000- 



BARBER DIME 

UP TO $2,800* 



V NICKEL 

UP TO $8,000* 



WALKING LIBERTY HALF DOLLAR 

UP TO $4,700* 



MORGAN SILVER DOLLAR 

UP TO $100,000* 



MERCURY DIME 

UP TO $3 600* 




FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
(217) 787-7767 


$20 ST. GAUDEN 

ANY GOLD COINS 


BRING IN YOUR OLD BANK NOTES TO 
FIND OUT IF YOU HAVE A HIDDEN GEM! 
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COMPILED BY CATHY RESMER& TYLER MACHADO 


UVM Picks a Prez 


L ast week, the University of Vermont Board of Trustees chose E. Thomas 
Sullivan to be the school's next president. Until recently. Sullivan. 63. was 
the senior vice president and provost of the University of Minnesota; he’s 
also a former dean of the U of MN law school. He takes office July IS. 

Sullivan's immediate predecessor, interim president John Bramley. has been 
steenng the ship since August when former president Dan Fogel left his post. 

Fogel departed abruptly, after the revelation of an inappropriate relationship 
between his wife. Rachel Kahn-Fogel, and a top university fundraising official. 

The Burlington Free Press has been covering every detail of UVM's painstak- 
ing presidential selection process. Word on the street - and In the Free Press 
— was that Sullivan was going to get the job, but the enterprising student 
reporters at the Vermont Cynic were the ones who broke the story last Tuesday 
night 

following a lead we got that Sullivan was chosen.' recalls Cynic editor-in-chief Brent Summers. Nobody would talk so 
the frustrated reporters left voicemails and called it quits forthe night On his walk home. Summers passed the empty 
presidents mansion. 1 saw the lights on and knocked.' he says. fUVM Chief of Staff] Gary Derr ansvirered and told me that 
now was not a good time and the new president was Inside. I called our photographers and reporters down to the house. 

Cynic photographer Alexa Alglos snapped some sweet paparrazi-style photos of Sullivan at the scene. Summers 
tweeted about the tour, and published a story on the Cynic website. 

Yep. sometimes that's what it takes to get a story. Here's hoping the student journos will keep the pressure on after 
the new prez takes office. 




facing 

facts 

5 

ItlCI llll Sill 

In February, 

Burlington, Rutland 
andBrattleboro. 
Three of them 
died from their 
injuries. Skiing may 



ONE WAY OUT 


Suspected drug 
dealers jumped uut 
of asecond-story 
hotel window on 

give chase 
through the U 
Mall. Somebody's 
been watching 


WHITE FOR 
SORE EYES 

The Eskimos ma; 


but one this year 
Ynyl Whatever it's 


CRAZY INJUSTICE? 


patients displaced 
by Tropical Storm 
Irene. Thanks 
for nothing. 




FACING FACTS COMPILED 


$ 118 , 382.85 


B 


s how much money Democrat 
Miro Weinberger has raised 
in his campaign for mayor 
of Burlington. It's almost 
‘a double the previous 

J \ record for fundraising in 
a Burlington mayoral 
race.setbyHinda 
Miller in 2006. 


TOPFIVE 


Weigh the Pros and Cons of Superfund 
Listing' by Kathryn Flagg. On Town Meeting 
Oay. Lowell and Eden residents will decide 


by Paul Helntz. Kurt Wright has touted 
his multi partisan credentials while 
campaigning for mayor of Burlington, but 
his voting record as astate rep is solidly 


Departure of a Burlington Principal?" 

by Ken Picard. The resignation of an 
elementary school principal has raised 


traffic stops and race in Vermont reveals 
some alarming tidbits. Minorities are seven 
times more likely than white drivers to be 
searched needlessly. 



mgas the nextAu; 
ly/9dYMe 
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• A 1 year study with two doses 
of vaccine or plocebo 

• Healthy adults 18-50 

• Screening visit, dosing visits 
and follow up visits 

• Up to $2,1 20 compensation 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


Call 656-0013 or 
fax 656-0881 or email 

Vacci neTe stingCe nte u v m.ed 


HAVE YOU 

RECEIVED THE 
YELLOW FEVER 
VACCINE? 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
FOR DENGUE FEVER 


SEVEN DAYS 

LOVES A PARADE. 



PnmduPolstori &PimlaRoutly 
publisher/ com tor Pmila Roully 




feed back 



MAYOR MCCHCESC Wck Woods 





LEAVE LOWELL ALONE 

[Re “Mine Your Own Business? Two 
Towns Weigh the Pros and Cons of 
Superfund Listing," February 22]: The 
plain facts are that this site doesn’t 
rise to the level of toxicity required for 
superfund designation, and will always 
be at the bottom of the remediation list 
given die amount of federal money avail- 
able. For decades. 

The biomass facility is a red herring 
to get residents to vote yes on superfund. 
In fact, any flat piece of land would be 
better. Developers see Lowell as already 
corrupted so badly that any project can 
be sited here without opposition. How 
wrong they are. 

Donald Peterson 

LOWELL 


SAME OLD VS. FRESH NEW? 

Kurt Wright is a Republican, but he 
doesn’t like to mention it in Burlington 
["Wright's Record: How Burlington's 
Favorite Republican Votes in Montpelier," 
February 22]. Here in Burlington, Kurt 
is a Republican undercover. And he's a 
politician through and through, perhaps 
even a career politician. 

As Paul Heintz's informative article 
reveals, Wright votes the Republican 
party line widt occasional exceptions 
that can generally beexplained in a single 
word: politics. Though die Wright cam- 
paign attempts to brand their candidate 


as one who represents “citizenship not 
partisanship," dial claim deflates under 
the weightofhis votes in Montpelier and 
on the Burlington City CounciL Those 
who say he understands the process or 
knows how to get things done describe 
merely his long-practiced political ex- 
pediency, his aptitude as a politician for 
playingball and trading horses. 

A few endorsements dint might seem 
to support a nonpartisan approach — en- 
dorsements from acoupleofDemocrats, a 
Progressive, an independent-Progressive 
- show instead that some are worried 
about a departure from business as usual. 

Miro Weinberger's fresh start is not 
only acampaign slogan but an accurate de- 
scription of what city government under 
truly new leadership would be. If you’re 
happy widi business as usual, happy with 
the same old, then Kurt is your man. If 
you diink it’s time for a change, time for 
city government to serve die people of 
Burlington first, gp with Miro. 

Michael Long 

BURLINGTON 


UNFAIR AND UNBALANCED 

By Ken Picard's own account [“Did Race 
Play a Role in the Recent Departure of 
a Burlington Principal?” February 22], 
he interviewed only six people for an 
article attempting to represent the expe- 
riences of over 3800 students and 800- 
plus employees in over 14 Burlington 
schools, with programs ranging from 


TIM NEWCOMB 



BY expAMbiNG m 

■BOTTLE- REDEMPTION 
PROGRAM, WE’k 
BRING IN 512? MILLION 
IN NEE-bE-b WMENU6- 
I'M WONbERlNG WMY 
you ft BLOW 




CORRECTION: 

There was an error in last week’s 
story, “Mine Your Own Business? 
Two Towns Weigh die Pros and 
Cons of Superfund Listing." The 
abandoned mine on Lowell's 
Belvidere Mountain contains 
30 million tons of asbestos tail- 
ings, according to estimates 
from the Vermont Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
- not 30 tons, as stated in the 
original article. The online 
version has been corrected. 


early education to technical education. 
In die journalism class at Burlington 
High School, we teach students that 
balanced stories are a keystone of good 
writing. Multiple points of view need to 
be listened to and accounted for in re- 
porting community stories. I regret that 
Mr. Picard missed die opportunity to 
speak to current students and employ- 
ees of Burlington schools and report on 
the opportunities and challenges we 
embrace in teaching and supporting 
students from many language, socioeco- 
nomic, racial, gender, ability and ethnic 
backgrounds. 

While we certainly do not get every 
action or situation right, we are commit- 
ted to working as sensitively and con- 
structively as possible to serve all stu- 
dents well. Situations recounted from 
over five years ago do not accurately re- 
flect the ways we handled the concerns 
at the time or how we are continually 
trying to learn and grow in ensuring all 
students and employees are respected 
and positively encouraged. BHS staff 
members do come from diverse back- 
grounds and contribute significantly 
to the fulfillment of our mission that 
all students meet high standards in our 
global society. 

For every story of concern, there are 
many stories of success and satisfaction. 
We welcome you to visit Burlington 
High School and experience firsthand 
the work we do. 

Amy Mellencamp 

BURLINGTON 
Mellencamp is the principal of 
Burlington High School. 


MEAN VACCINE CARTOON 

I just caught wind of a cartoon submit- 
ted and published by one of the car- 
toonists that contributes to your paper 
[Newcomb, February 22], Apparently 
the content is a picture of a coffin, saying 
on it that it belongs to an unvaccinated 
child? I don’t really see die humor, or 
even understand why this message is 
being portrayed in Seven Days. The first 


thought that came to my mind was the 
family who lost their 7-year- old girl 
from a fatal flu shot reaction just this 
past December. They were one of diree 
families that lost dieir child to vaccina- 
tion reactions in 2011 in Vermont, with 
coundess others dealing with injuries 
of many kinds. Messages like this are 
inconsiderate and mock the deep pain 
these families are going through. They 
don't need it rubbed in. I ask that diere 
be more consciousness of the messages 
being expressed in Seven Days. 

Saveria Boyer 
PLAINFIELD 


DRAWING CONCLUSIONS 

Thanks for publishing this cartoon 
[Newcomb, February 22]. Nice to have 
200-plus years of research proving 
the benefits of vaccination supported. 
Benjamin Franklin's greatest regret was 
not getting his beloved only son vacci- 
nated against smallpox. 

Brook Martenis 

BURLINGTON 


PSBISNT PERFECT 

My question is directed toward Ken 
Picard [who wrote “Monopoly Board," 
February 15]. Why did you not include 
any reference or information about die 
sale of Verizon to FairPoint, in which 
millions of dollars in sales taxes were 
not paid to the state, yet the deal was 
approved by the Public Service Board? 
Please comment on how diat was in the 
best interest of the public. 

The sale, in my opinion, should have 
been averted until die tax loopholes 
were closed or the sales contract should 
have been structured to preclude the use 
of any tax loopholes. Who can be held 
accountable for such a gross oversight? 
Collecting tax dollars from corporations 
should be a priority of the PSB. 

Kathy Morrison 
ESSEX JUNCTION 

FEEDBACK »P.31 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust.. 

■ be 250 words or fewer: 

• respond to Seven Days content : 

• Include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 

Your submission options include: 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvt com 

• SevenDays. P.O.Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 


The Good 

Life just got 

CHEAPER! 

Treat 

yourself: 

• Over 1500 wines 
and champagnes 

• Over 150 local 
and international 

cheeses 

• Vermont delicacies 
& chocolates 

• Discount gourmet 
foods 

• Gift Baskets for 
all occasions 

• Lots of free 
samples everyday 



Drive Away 
Hunger Program 


Help Poulin Auto Drive Away 
Hunger and you get to drive 
away in a new-to-you vehicle. 




A Vofe (or Bonny is a Vofe toy 

MARW GRAS/ 

Join us fWs Saturday 

before, during and affer fhe parade- 
The music and fun sfar-fs af lAM/ 


DJ CHAD MIRA 
JOSHUA GLASS BAND 
DJCRE8 ~ 
BARIKA 
DJAOOG 


INDIA V 

•> i 


DJ FRANK QRYMES 
t THE HUMAN 
CANVAS 
DJ TRICKY PAT 
DJ MARIO MARK 
DJ CRAIG MITCHELL 
DJ MIXX FV 



r UlEESE TRADER 'S 
WINE SELLERS 

1186 YTdHston Rd., So. Bnrhmglom IT 05403 

802 . 863.0143 


- '■■’I"': 

n l 


Red Square 


WED 2/29 ZACK DUPONT BAND 7PM 
DJCRE810PM 

THU 3/1 OLD SOUL 7PM 

H0PTR0NKA- M3 EDITION 9PM 
DJ DAKOTA DJ A-OOG. JUSTIN REM. 
CRE8.CHRE PATTEON. UJIS CALERIN. 
JAKKELS ( ORDAN. DJ MNI 
FRI 3/2 BEERW0RTH SISTBiS 5PM 
TOY SOLDIERS 8PM 
DJ J ROME 9PM 
DJ CRAIO MITCHEU 11PM 
MON 3/5 NDUSTRY NIGHT W. ROBBE J 9PM 
TUE 3/6 SUPER K 8PM 

DJ CRAIG MITCHELL 10PM 

S6 churchsf -gst-ivn 
reds<]pareVf.coin 




% 

ES333 


BY VaKER ™R?B B UT E .So 

(M 

Vermont 

< 

Black ^ '^1 River 

£ DREAMING TREE 

m 

creamery 

M.rk.t .ndC.(i 

..... c. 


WOLAVKR'S 







contents 


NEWS 

14 What Would It Take to 
Develop BT VS Waterfront 
Rail Yard? 

BV KATHRYN FLAGG 
16 Progressive Council 
Candidates Fight to 
Defend Their Turf 

BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

18 No Tiff on TIF - Kiss, 
Community Leaders 
Say It’s a Win-Win for 
Downtown Burlington 

ARTS NEWS 

20 An India-Bound 

Burlington Artist Merges 
Icon an d Cartoon 

20 Full Press 


40 Battling Bottles 

Food: Which pairs better with 
food, wine or beet? 

54 A Rolling Stone 

Music: Soul man Allen Stone 


CLASSIFIEDS 


REVIEWS 

59 Music 

Justin Levinson and the 
Valcours, This Side of Me, This 
Side of You; Tim Berry, More 
Songs About Devils & Dreams 

62 Art 

“Environment and Object: 
Recent African Art" 

68 Movies 

A Separation; Wanderlust 

FEATURES 

26 Battle for Burlington 

Politics: Who will lead the 
Queen City? 

BY PAUL HEINTZ 

28 A Former Mayor’s 
New Direction 

Politics: Peter Clavelle 
BY KEVIN J- KELLEY 
32 Think Globally, 

Ski Locally 

Outdoors: A memorable 
hut-to-hut ski tour in Vermont 
BY BRIAN MOHR & EMILY JOHNSON 

34 The Descendants 

Book review: Washed in the 
Blood by Lisa Altlier 
BY MARGOT HARRISON 

36 Thai Match 

Food: Sukho Thai and Tiny Thai 
BY ALICE LEVITT 


VIDEO 


COLUMNS 

12 Fair Game 

Open season on Vermont politics 
BY ANDY BROMAGE 


24 PoliPsy 

On the public uses and abuses o 
BY JUDITH LEVINE 


25 Whiskey Tango 
Foxtrot 

Wejust had to ask... 


STUFF TO DO 

11 The Magnificent 7 
42 Calendar 
51 Classes 
54 Music 
62 Art 
68 Movies 




OFF 


WHILE STYLES LAST 

deara-/lucy. 

SHOES ft BAGS 

38 Church Street 

862.5126 

dearlucy . com 

Mon-Sat 10am-8pm 
Sun llam-6pm 



Some Good Things Never Change: 
SAME LOW PRICE AS LAST SPRING 

Adult $449 | Youth $159 | Senior $269 

•When purchased with parent’s Adult All Access Season Pass. 

Pia vcU<?vs <2 be-Pove Apvil 3 -Pov 

fKe lovwesf pvices! 


Short Drive + Longer Ski Day = More Value 

• 30 minutes from Burlington or Montpelier 

• Ride or Ski Into the Sunset. Bolton has Night 
Skiing and Riding until 8 p.m. Wed - Sat 

sVi Hi RUe IV. Yt Love IV. V 
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Bolton Valley 

Vevi*\ov\f. 


boltonvalley.com I 1.877.9B0LT0N 




LOOKING FORWARD 


THURSDAY 1-SUNDAY 4 ✓* 

The New Frontier ( > 

Loaded with era-specific slang 
and obscure pop-culture refer- 
ences. Eric Overmyer's On the Verge : 
the Geography of yearning takes au d 


MUST SEE. MUST DO THIS WEEK 

COMPILED BY CAROLYN FOX 


SUNY Plattsburgh Department ofTheatr 
the colorful adventure story follows thro 
steadfast female explores as they unwlt 
tingly time travel from the Victorian era 
through the1950s. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 4S 


FRIDAY 2 

Hello, Cello 

Whether he’s playing I 
Zeppelin with a dassii 


SATURDAY 3 

Double Duty (5 

Zach Deputy has a busy 
Saturday ahead of him. On the 
heels of a 90-minute solo set wrapping 
up Burlington's Mardi Gras debauchery, 
the South Carolina powerhouse hightalli 
it to the Rusty Nail Bar& Chile with his 
Caribbean -inflected blues-pop— or, as h 
likes to call it 'gospel ninja soul.' Just th 
kick our gray Vermont holiday needs. 


his 'wayward cello.' Equally at home in punk-rock 
clubs and among symphony orchestras, the ad- 
venturous artist hits the brakes for a solo concert 
^/ith the U VM Lane Series. 


ONGOING 

Climate Watch 


found-object sculpture and 
seahng photography, artists react to 
urban, natural and economic conditions 
in contemporary Africa in 'Environment 
and Object: Recent African Art* at 
the Middlebury College Museum of Art 
through April 22. The media may be varie 


notes co-curator I 


THURSDAY 1 

Dramatic Exit 

The late Pina Bausch made her 
mark with wildly theatrical cho- 


buried in soil. Wim Winders Pina relocates 
her Tanztheater Wuppertal ensembl e to 
cliff tops rivers and bustling streets in a 
thhlling 3-0 masterpiece that at a special 
MajesbclO screening, supports Vermont 
choreographerHannah Dennison's own 
homage to thelegendary German dancer: 
Dear Pina, to be performed at Shel burne 


CALENOAR 


MUSIC. 


MOVIES 


FRIDAY 2 

Comic Relief 

According to his Facebook | 
file, this is Kris Shaw’s favo 


SATURDAY 3 

Gras Routes 

Bead catchers and throwers alike all float on OK at the 17th ai 
Magic Hat Mardi Gras Parade in Burlington this Saturday. Ari 
for a prime spot on the Main Street sidelines, catching lively I 
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for thinning hair 


Get a head start on fuller hair with 
our professional in-salon treatment. 
It helps create a healthy scalp 
environment for an enhanced 
experience with INVATI solutions 
for thinning hair — helping to reduce 
hair loss* to keep the hair you have 

Book your appointment today. 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by anoybromage 


What Is Bruce Lisman Up To? 


Y ou can hardly turn on local 
radio these days widiout 
hearing one of those ads from 
Campaign for Vermont, die 
supposedly apolitical “policy campaign” 
launched by Shelburne resident and ex- 
Wall Street bigwig bruce usman. 

Campaign for Vermont, which calls 
itself a nonpartisan coalition advocating 
for a more prosperous state, has been 
saturating local radio stations with ads 
- usually narrated by Lisman — that ad- 
vocate holding the line on property' taxes 
and criticize Gov. peter shumun’s plans 
for establishing a statewide, universal 
health care program. 

Now one of those ads is the subject 
of a complaint alleging violations of 
Vermont's election laws. Last week, 
the Vermont Democratic Party asked 
Attorney General wiluam sorrell. a 
Democrat, to investigate a Campaign 
for Vermont ad that criticized Shumlin's 
position on education funding. 

Democratic Party chairman JAKE 
perkinson claims the ad — with a 
voiceover from state Rep. Oliver olsen 
(R-Jamaica) - was a “clear attempt to 
influence the outcome” of the 2012 gov- 
ernor's race and crossed the line from 
issue advocacy into electioneering. If 
Sorrell agrees. Campaign for Vermont 
would be in violation of state campaign- 
finance laws diat prohibit spending 
more than $500 on political advertising 
without registering as a political action 
committee. 

Perkinson admits to not knowing 
how much Campaign for Vermont has 
actually spent on advertising; as a reg- 
istered 501(c)4 nonprofit, the group can 
raise and spend unlimited sums widiout 
having to identify or itemize its funding 
sources. 

One of Campaign for Vermont’s core 
messages is about government transpar- 
ency - how there's not enough of it. 
In a brief phone interview last week, 
Lisman said the campaign believes die 
government should offer “remarkable 
transparency on how the money is spent 
and where it’s spent.” 

But when it conies to Campaign for 
Vermont's own finances, Lisman is only 
willing to divulge so much. Established 
last fall, the group hasn’t yet had to file 
a 990 tax form reporting the totals it has 
raised and spent. 

Lisman told Fair Game that he is the 
sole contributor to the campaign, but he 
wouldn’t discuss how much money he's 


put into it or how much has been spent 
Asked ifhe would make that information 
public, Lisman replied, "I’m not sure yet 
Eventually. We believe in transparency, 
so, eventually, sure.” 

In the meantime, one of the only 
glimpses into the scope of Lisman's 
activities comes from the "public files" 
at local radio stations where Campaign 
for Vermont has been running issue 
ads continuously since December. All 
together, the campaign has spent at least 
$41,790 on radio ads since December — 
and that's just at the stations we know 


CAMPAIGN 
FOR VERMONT 
HAS SPENT AT 
LEAST $41,790 

ON RADIO ADS 
SINCE DECEMBER. 


At talk station WVMT-AM 620 in 
Colchester — which carries right-wing 
talkers dennis miller, rush limbaugh and 
laura ingraham general manager paul 
Goldman says Campaign for Vermont has 
become one of the station's biggest ad- 
vertisers. The campaign has paid $14,760 
to nm ads up to 10 times daily over the 
past three months, he says. 

At the Radio Vermont Group in 
Waterbury - which owns WDEV-FM 
96.1 and W DEV- AM 550 — Lisman's 
group lias spent $12,240 to air its ads 
once an hour between 6 ajn. and 6 p.m. 
virtually every day since November 
28. That's comparable to a major com- 
mercial advertiser, says eric Michaels. 
the station’s vice president and general 
manager. 

It’s not uncommon for advocacy 
groups to buy up huge blocks of airtime 
in the days or weeks ahead of a contro- 
versial vote, such as same-sex marriage 


or Vermont Yankee, Michaels says. 
What's different about Campaign for 
Vermont, he says, is how sustained it is, 
stretching uninterrupted over a period 
of months. 

Campaign for Vermont is also airing 
on three stations in Barre owned by the 
Nassau Broadcasting Partners — Frank 
107.1 FM, Froggy 100.9 FM and WSNO 
News Talk 1450 AM - where it has 
bought $14,790 worth of advertising in 
die past five weeks, according to general 
manager JOHN gales. 

So, is Bruce Lisman the Vermont 
version of Newt Gingrich’s sugar daddy 
sheloon adelson. a wealthy businessman 
seeking to influence the political process 
with his personal fortune? 

Vermont Democrats might like 
you to think so. Talking to reporters 
at a statehouse press conference last 
week, Perkinson prefaced his remarks 
by saying “our Democracy is being as- 
saulted by the influx of gross amounts 
of money from corporations, private 
organizations and individuals.” 

What Dems may really worry about is 
Lisman putting his bank account behind 
a run for office. Called a “business icon" 
by Vermont Business Magazine, Lisman 
retired as chairman of JP Morgan's 
global equity division in February 2009, 
after a 24-year career on Wall Street at 
Bear Stearns. 

No matter how many times he insists 
he's not running, some Vermont politicos 
remain convinced that Lisman is using 
Campaign for Vermont as a launch- 
ing pad to run for governor, Congress 
or Senate in the fall election. At the 
Democrats’ press conference, Vermont 
Public Radio reporter john dillon asked 
Perkinson what he makes of Campaign 
for Vermont — and whether he thinks 
it’s a "stalking horse" for a political 
campaign. 

“I don’t know what else it could be, 
but I have no personal knowledge about 
what die intentions of Campaign for 
Vermont are,” Perkinson answered. “But 
in my political experience, I find it hard 
to believe that it’s anything other than, as 
you say, a stalking horse, or perhaps the 
preliminary entree of a particular candi- 
date to run for some office in Vermont" 

Perkinson isn’t the only one wonder- 
ing what Lisman is up to — or checking 
up on his activities. Goldman says some- 
one called WVMT-AM on behalf of the 
Shumlin campaign two weeks ago, seek- 
ing the same information Fair Game did 
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about Campaign for Vermont's ad buys. 

“They were ascertaining if this was 
political, and I had to give diem the in- 
formation of the expenditures and that 
sort of stuff,” Goldman says. “My answer 
to them was, ‘I hope you match.”’ 
Meaning: He hopes the Shumlin cam- 
paign spends at least as much. 

Shumlin is expected to run for a 
second term, but hasn't formally an- 
nounced his plans yet 

Lisman, a native Vermonter who 
grew up in Burlington, insists his group 
isn’t political — it doesn’t plan to en- 
dorse candidates - and is focused on 
uniting Vermonters around common 
solutions. Lisman believes 
the campaign's ads are on 
safe legal ground but says, 

“If we made a mistake, we’ll 
fix it.” 

Responding to the Democrats' 
complaint, Lisman says, "Maybe they 
don’t like the idea that we’re offering 
up alternative ideas, but also poking 
holes in their ideas. They don’t like 
the idea of Campaign for Vermont 
opening up the hood and finding a 
bunch of lemons." 

If Lisman is really not running for 
office, then what is he up to? Here’s a 
theory: He wants to be a player and 
has figured out a way to buy his way 
into the conversation. It remains to be 
seen whether Campaign for Vermont 
will translate its substantial investment 
in paid media into an actual people- 
powered, grassroots campaign that can 
move policy in Montpelier, or continue 
to be a political vanity project for its 
founder and benefactor. 

What the Zuck? 

Spotted at the statehouse last week: 
former Burlington lawmaker David 
zuckerman, yukking it up with state rep 
and Burlington mayoral hopeful hurt 
wright outside the governor's ceremo- 
nial office. 

Zuckerman, who retired in 2010 
to focus full time on his organic farm 
in Hinesburg, said he was returning 
home after delivering a load of meat to 
Windsor County and figured he’d swing 
by his old haunt. While chatting, he 
confessed he’s considering a return to 
public life. 

The ponytailed Progressive said 
he might run for lieutenant governor 
or stale Senate. If he did, Zuckerman 
says he would pursue a "fusion" can- 
didacy cross-endorsed by Democrats 
and Progressives. But unlike state 
Sen. tim ashe, who wears a “D/P” 
label, Zuckerman says he’d run as a 
“P/D” to reflect his core loyalty to 
the Progs. 


Coincidentally, state Sen. hmda 
miller (D- Chittenden) confirmed to die 
Vermont Press Bureau last week that she 
will not seek reelection this year, leaving 
an open seat in Chittenden County. 

Could Zuckerman step up to run 
tills year? Anything's possible. But we 
wouldn’t bet the farm on it 

Media Notes 

No wonder the Burlington Free Press 
needs an online pay wall. With retired 
Gannett CEO craig dubow due to collect 
a $5.9 million cash payment in April — 
part of a $37.1 million golden parachute, 
er, retirement package — the paper’s 
parent company is in need of 
some serious cash. 

Eight)' Gannett papers are 
set to go behind a paywall 
by the end of the year, the 
company announced last week. Locally, 
Freeps publisher jim fogler wrote about 
the change in a front-page article last 
week. Starting in June, Vermont's larg- 
est newspaper will offer five to 15 ar- 
ticles a month online at no charge. After 
that, readers will need a subscription. 

In a money saving move, Fogler also 
revealed that the Free Press is ditching 
its broadsheet format and going to a 
“tall" tabloid size of 15 inches high and 
11 inches wide. Like the British tabloids 
News of the World and theSun, but with- 
out the phone-hacking scandals. And 
with "Vermont Beauty" nature photos 
in place of half-naked celebrity beauties. 

The new print Freeps will have color 
on every page and focus on “in-depth 
narrative reporting" Fogler said. Hmm. 
A Burlington tabloid with color on every 
page that specializes in in-depth narra- 
tive reporting Why does that sound so 
familiar? 

Behind the switch is a $2.4 million 
rebuild of the daily’s printing press. 
Meanwhile, as reported by Seven Days 
staff writer Paul heintz last week. Free 
Press employees are again being forced 
to take weeklong, unpaid furloughs, as 
theydid last year. On the upside, though, 
Gannett has purchased iPhones for 18 
Free Press staff reporters. 

Which is nice. Because nothing 
passes the time on unpaid days off like a 
few games of “Angry Birds.” ® 
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local matters 


What Would It Take to Develop 
BTV’s Waterfront Rail Yard? 


DEVELOPMENT 



V ermont Rail System occupies 
prime real estate in downtown 
Burlington. The commercial 
freight yard is perched 
on Lake Champlain’s edge, with a 
commanding view of the waterfront 
and die Adirondacks. It’s also just due 
west of Burlington's vibrant Pine Street 
corridor. 

Killer location. A view to die for. 
Proximity to a growing economic 
powerhouse. Those are the factors 
motivating politicians, city officials and 
some neighboring business owners to 
turn up the heat on a long-simmering 
conversation in Burlington planning: 
Can and should the city pursue the 
costly and complicated relocation of its 
waterfront rail yard? 

Absolutely, say some, such as 
Burlington attorney and longtime 
waterfront activist Rick Sharp. “It's a big 
piece of wasted space at this point,” he 

Not so fast, argue representatives of 
VRS. The company operates its second 
busiest rail yard in the state at die 
Burlington location. Every day, multiple 
trains — carrying freight such as road 
salt, heating fuel and construction 
materials — lumber into the yard amid 
the dull roar of engines and heavy 
machinery. As the northern terminus 
s for the rail system, which operates 
“ 350 miles of track, the waterfront is an 

® important hub for freight in Chittenden 
o County and areas north, 
g But, when asked if the 9-acre rail 
8 yard, sited on land leased from the state, 
could ever relocate, VRS president David 
Wilson concedes a maybe, 
g "Anything can be done with 
g money,” he says. “I have no problem 
Sj with relocating from diis waterfront; 
K however, I need another location to do 
^ our business that is not going to upset my 
customers. Thai's what it boils down to." 
M Wilson could envision a partial 
5 relocation: keeping some of the rail 
z yard’s services in the vicinity and moving 
| the switchyard elsewhere. 

“There’s been talk of baseball 
stadiums, restaurants, hotels,” he says. 
“That's all fine, and that's all stuff that's 
£ going to generate revenue, but somebody 
5 needs to figure out what to do with us." 

5 Wilson's implication is that a 
3 relocation plan isn’t going to come from 
| the rail yard itself. 


It may not need to: The area has 
already been the focus of a handful of 
studies, most recently a 2010 analysis 
by the Chittenden County Regional 
Planning Commission called the 
Waterfront South Access Project That 
particular study focused on improving 
transportation links to the area. More to 
the point, another CCRPC study in 2000 
examined the possibility of relocating 
the yards, investigating potential 
locations in Williston, Shelburne, die 
airport industrial park and elsewhere. 
Cost estimates at diat time ranged from 
$37 to $51 million. 

In the past year, the rail yard cropped 
up in Plan BTV discussions, though 
Burlington city comprehensive planner 
Sandrine Thibault says it is too soon to 
say how that land might be re-envisioned. 
During Plan BTV design sessions this 
winter, residents suggested the rail 
yard might be used for a small-business 


incubator space or a bus hub. Others 
raised concerns — as yet unanswered 
- about whedier the property would 
be classified as a brownfield, meaning 
developed, polluted and abandoned, and 
need cleaningup prior to redevelopment. 
Some riffed on die success of the Pine 
Street corridor to propose construction 
of more “work/live” residential units. 

“There’s certainly great potential for 
that sort of development diere," says 
Thibault, diough it's too early to know 
what die city will prioritize. And, once 
priorities are in place, any plans are 
contingent on die rail yard. 

“It's really all depending on Would the 
rail yard actually relocate?" says Thibault. 
“If they do, great; it opens up that land 
and those opportunities. If they don’t, 
there's not much that can be done.” 

Another factor might complicate 
future development Neighboring 
property owners such as Adams Real 


Properties, which owns the Independent 
Block on South Champlain Street 
(housing, among other things. Seven 
Days), say that the rail yard’s vicinity is a 
maze of property lines, fuzzy easements 
and unclear leases. Neighbors aren't 
entirely sure where the railroad’s 
property ends and city property begins. 

This leaves some Burlingtonians 
focusing on what are widely considered 
more attainable waterfront goals. 
Among them is Sharp, who was one of 
the leading activists blocking private 
development in favor of die Waterfront 
Park in the 1980s. He did so using 
the argument that diis section of the 
waterfront was subject to die public 
trust doctrine, meaning the government 
had an obligation to preserve the space 
for public use. Condos on the lake's edge 
were out, and the park was in. 

Now, Sharp would like to see the 
city redevelop land occupied by a large 
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industrial building south of the ECHO with trespassing. Several of the tanks 
Lake Aquarium and Science Center that that hold calcium chloride - which 
services the Lake Champlain ferry. He Vermont maintenance ct 


believes that also falls under the public 
trust doctrine. 

That’s a similar priority to the 
one espoused by candidates in the 
mayoral race. Democratic candidate 
Miro Weinberger and Republican Kurt 
Wright have both spoken of building a 
top-notch marina. Weinberger imagines 
expanding the boardwalk and public 
space, adding shops and building boat who oversees freight, claims and audits 
slips — the kind of amenities, he says, for the yard, for a quick to 


n die 

control dust on dirt roads — 
are covered with graffiti. Come warmer 
weather, though, the tanks will get a 
fresh coat of paint. 

On a typical Monday morning, the 
yard is busding. Michaels, a slight 
woman, picks her way across die 
railroad tracks in high-heeled boots. 
She has tagged along with Perry Martel, 


is economic - 


that would add up to a busding marina 
and a four-season waterfront. 

Weinberger has also, i 
development 
plan, proposed 
investigating the 
relocation of the rail 
yards — but he says, 
hedging, diat this is 
a much longer-term 
prospect 

“You’ve got a 
use dia-e that’s 
not just going to 
disappear overnight," 

Weinberger says. 

“You've got to make 
a pretty significant 
investment It’s not 
clear that in this era 
of limited financial 
resources [that's going to happen].” 
s for Sharp, he says that, to his 


I HAVE NO PROBLEM 
ITH RELOCATING FRO 
THIS WATERFRONT; 


They pass the tankers parked near die 
southern end of Battery Street which 
carried clay slurry from Georgia to 
Vermont by rail. The 
clay will proceed by 
truck to the Sheldon- 
based RockTenn 
company, a producer 
of packaging and chip 

A few tracks over, 
long rows of black 
tankers cart heating 
oil, kerosene and two 
kinds of diesel into 
the yard. There’s a 
cavernous — and 
slightiy dilapidated- 
looking — shed 
containing a small 
mountain of road 
At the soudiern end of the yard, 
operator maneuvers train cars 
knowledge, the rail yard isn’t subject through the switchyard, compiling the 
the public trust doctrine, and soudibound contingent of cars destined 


development at the location wouldn't 
block any existing views. That suggests 


for Middlebury later in die afternoon. 
Martel points out the swath of land 


to him diat die location might be perfect between the tracks where, in the wake 
for residential or hotel construction. " 

Setting aside the long-term vision 
hotels or condos, some business owners south to help rebuild Route 107. 
in the area are left wondering about After this rapid-fire tour of the 
die aesthetic blemish that the rail yard operation, Michaels says, “There's a tot 
leaves on its neighborhood. ofinfrastructurehere. When people talk 

Nigel Mucklow is the co-owner of about wanting to relocate the rail yard. 
New England Floor Covering and, with well, it’s not an easy thing to 


Brian Shea, of a four-building complex 
at the dead end of South Champlain. 

Though die complex’s primary entrance 
faces Pine Street, Mucklow complains 
that the western side of die place doesn't 
show well to prospective tenants. It's 

a hop, skip and a jump from the rail downtown Burlington, 
yard, and that end of South Champlain “Just take major 
Street, Mucklow says, is a mess — “like 
some diird-world country," he suggests, Chicago and Toronto. Closer to home: 
comparing it to Bhopal, India. The yard Plattsburgh, which in 2009 opened 


Even proponents of relocating or 
redeveloping the yard are quick to note 
that it serves an important purpose. But 
Mucklow wonders if there is a solution 
that would preserve die freight industry 
while at the same time improving 


is home to piles of rocks and rusted parts, 
and Mucklow says the rail yard attracts 


waterfront park after undertaking 
major effort to relocate i 


shifty trespassers. At the very least, he waterfront rail yard, 
would like to see the site cleaned up 
Down in the yards, VRS CFO Mary 
Anne Michaels admits there’s a problem says. “That land becomes valuable." ® 
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local matters 


Progressive Council Candidates 
Fight to Defend Their Turf 


POLITICS 


B urlington Progressives aren't 
running a candidate for mayor 
this year, instead betting every- 
thing on protecting and recap- 
turing ground in a former stronghold: 
the city’s Old North End. 

Queen City Progressives have oc- 
cupied the mayor’s office for 29 of the 
past 31 years, but opted to sit this elec- 
tion out. Voter anger over the Burlington 
Telecom scandal has caused their man 
in city hall — Prog Mayor Bob Kiss — to 
avoid a reelection fight he almost cer- 
tainly would have lost 

Defeats in two Old North End city 
council races - in Wards 2 and 3 — on 



j March 6 would leave Progressives with 
S Vince Brennan (P-3) as their sole repre- 
ss sentative on a 14-member council that 
5 was once half theirs, 
z For 30 consecutive years, Progressives 

| or their allies have held the other Ward 3 
council seat — the one that’s up for grabs 
on Tuesday. It's being vacated by Emma 
Si Mulvaney-Stanak, who is moving to 
° Winooski. Rachel Siegel, 41, is running 
9 as the Progs’ designated heir, describing 
£ herself as a women’s rights and antira- 
g cism activist 

The open Ward 2 council seat has been 
occupied by Democrat Dave Berezniak 
£ for the past four years. He’s not seeking 
a another term, however, and Progressive 
| candidate Max Tracy, a 25-year-old 
8! University ofVermont admissions coun- 
selor and union organizer, is working to 
unite the neighborhood's mix of student 
m and immigrant renters and working- 
“ class homeowners behind his campaign, 
j In 2010, Tracy came within 15 votes of 
^ winning the council race in a ward that 
§ spawned Prog patriarchs Terry Bouricius 
2 and Gene Bergman. 


Elijah Bergman, Gene’s son and the 
vice chair of die Burlington Progressive 
Party, says his party’s decision not to 
field a mayoral candidate has enabled it 
to focus its voter turnout machine on the 
two Old Nordi End contests. Hie Progs 
don’t have much money, but they’re 
running data-driven campaigns in both 
wards, a skill the younger Bergman 
says he picked up while working for 
Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Paul 
Hodes in New Hampshire two years ago. 

For their part, Burlington Dems 
appear just as determined to sweep 
to victory in the Old North End. 
Smelling an opportunity to polish off 



the Progs, they’ve nominated a pair of 
articulate candidates: Sean Hurley, a 
28-year-old software entrepreneur, to 
run against Siegel in Ward 3; and Phil 
Hammerslough, a 68-year-old cycling 
advocate and employment train- 
ing specialist for visually impaired 
Vermonters, who's in a race against 
Tracy in Ward 2. 

The Dems' determination fails 
to obscure some political disarray. 
Hammerslough was a late entry into the 
Ward 2 race after die party's original 
candidate had to withdraw because his 
job was federally funded; the Hatch Act 
prevents anyone in such circumstances 
from running for office. 

In addition, state Sen. Tim Ashe, who 
ran unsuccessfully as a Progressive- 
Democrat fusion candidate for mayor, 
is backing the Progressive candidates in 
both wards. Tellingly too. Democratic 
mayoral candidate Miro Weinberger 
hasn’t endorsed either of his party’s 
candidates in die Old North End - per- 
haps because he doesn’t want to alien- 
ate two potential Prog city councilors. 


Weinberger denies that’s the reason 
for his neutrality; he notes he's steering 
clear of all council races to concentrate 
solely on his own election prospects. 

Two independents viewed as 
longshots are also running in Ward 3: 
Franco Salese IV, the alpine ski coach at 
Burlington High School, and Ron Ruloff, 
who says he lives in a truck. 

On the issues, the candidates aren't 
far apart. In both wards, the Dem and 
Prog hopefuls all support a school tax 
increase that amounts to 9.1 percent. The 
candidates are trying to reassure Old 
Nordi End homeowners that they won’t 
feel die financial pinch because many 


departments of city government. Rather 
dian being picked by city councilors in ac- 
cordance with party affiliation, Siegel says 
that each of the city’s seven neighborhood 
planning assemblies should choose one 
member of each commission to ensure 
"direct accountability to neighbors.” 

Another shared theme for Progs and 
Dems in this election? A stated desire 
to end the political bickering that has 
defined their relationship for years. 

At a candidates' forum earlier this 
month, Elijah Bergman read a state- 
ment on behalf of Tracy, who was not 
diere, that said, “We cannot continue 
the highly partisan behavior dial lias 



THE PROGRESSIVES' LEGACY HAS BEEN TARNISHED. 

BUT IT’S AVERY STRONG LEGACY IN MANY WAYS. 


of them are eligible for state-financed 
school tax breaks. 

"All of us overwhelmingly want the 
same things for Ward 3,’’ Democrat 
Hurley says in an interview at Nunyuns 
Bakery & Cafe on North Champlain 
Street. “We want people to feel safe 
in the neighborhood and to have good 
schools and ample affordable housing.” 

Siegel soimds the same chord of har- 
mony. “Sean and I share a lot of values," 
she says over coffee at Muddy Waters. 
“We see eye to eye on many issues.” 

Siegel is campaigning pardy on an 
idea that may seem obscure yet might be 
the most achievable of any tossed out in 
the two races. She wants to change the 
appointment process for city commis- 
sions - die citizen panels dial oversee the 


marked the city council in recent years.” 

Striking a similar tone, Hurley sug- 
gested he didn’t agree with all of the 
positions taken by outgoing Councilor 
Mulvaney-Stanak. but declined to 
offer specifics. And Salese, scion of die 
Junior's Pizza business, presents himself 
as an independent eveiyone can sup- 
port, saying his platform is “a blend of 
die diree major parties.”' 

So how do the respective candidates 
try to differentiate diemselves? By subtly 
highlighting distinctions in style and 
substance. 

Hurley, for example, says he’ll be 
a “tireless advocate" for Ward 3 con- 
stituents. He also depicts himself as the 
prospective councilor best able to rep- 
resent the ward in “a period of change 
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at city hall.” Translation: The unmar- 
ried Hurley could devote himself to 
council duties more unstintingly than 
Siegel, who has two children, ages 5 
and 8, and two part-time jobs. She also 
serves as a volunteer for several social- 
change groups. 

Asked to respond to Hurley's 
implied criticisms, Siegel says her 
two gigs - as a dance teacher at 
the YMCA and as a patient-care 
instructor at UVM’s College of 
Medicine — consume a combined av- 
erage of 10 hours per week. In a jab 
at Hurley, she adds, "I’d think some- 
one running a new company might 
have to work 80 hours a week” — a 
reference to Hearforward, the social 
media software firm her opponent 
launched in 2010. Siegel, who has 
lived in Burlington since age 3, also 
cites her “longevity in the ward” as 
an important asset. Hurley moved to 
Burlington diree years ago. 


In die Ward 2 race, Tracy says he'll 
be able to “stand up to the bullies" on 
the city council, while Hammerslough 
describes himself as a candidate who's 
“not dogmatic” and thus “good at work- 
ing widi a variety of people.” Tracy 
translation: Some of the Dems, who 
may soon constitute a council majority, 
act arrogandy toward those with views 
different dian their own. Decoding 
Hammerslough: The Progs can be 
insufferably politically correct; plus, a 
68-year-old has more wisdom than a 
25-year-old. 

So far, the Ward 2 rivals have thrown 
more punches at each odier dian have 
their Ward 3 counterparts. 

“We need to clean house. We need 
new leadership,” Hammerslough 
declares during a breakfast conver- 
sation at Panadero Bakery on North 
Winooski Avenue. (Hammerslough 
does disclose, however, that he ran 
with Progressive backing for a state 
legislature seat from Essex Junction 
in the mid-’90s.) 


Hammerslough also raises the pos- 
sibility that Tracy, like previous Ward 
2 councilor Jane Knodell, may have to 
recuse himself from votes concerning 
UVM that can be particularly important 
in a neighborhood with a high concen- 
tration of students. (Knodell, now die 
university's provost, was an economics 
professor at UVM while she served on 
the city council.) 

Interviewed at New Moon Cafe on 
Cherry Street, Tracy calls the spectre 
of recusal “an unfair myth and a scare 
tactic put out by the Democrats." 
He says he’s been assured by Gene 
Bergman, an assistant city attorney, 
that his work in the UVM admissions 
office won’t require him to refrain 
from voting on university-related 
issues. Tracy further comments, “I 
haven’t heard many specifics from Phil 
on affordable housing, immigrants, 
children's programs, and low- and 
moderate-income issues.” 


To what extent Progressives will be 
weighed down by die Bob Kiss albatross 
is still unknown. Siegel and Tracy both 
acknowledge hearing complaints from 
some voters about their membership in 
the mayor’s party. 

“The Progressives’ legacy has 
been tarnished,” Tracy acknowledges. 
“But it’s a very strong legacy in many 
ways, and I'm not ashamed to be a 
Progressive." 

Siegel adds, “The Progressives 
have done some amazing things for 
Burlington." As she knocks on Ward 3 
doors, Siegel finds that “some people 
are outright hostile to me as a repre- 
sentative of Kiss. My hope, though, is 
that voters are sophisticated enough to 
know I’m not him." 

If she and Tracy do win, there'll be 
a trio of Progs on die Burlington City 
Council — not enough to drive die 
agenda, but enough for what has been 
America’s most successful third party 
to at least remain a player in the city of 
its birdi. ® 
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K| ALL FOOTWEAR -A 

including all thorogood made IN THE USA 

afif J ELECT BOOTS 50% OFF 

JACKETS UP TO 50% OFF J|B 
DICKIES WINTER JACKETS, 

4# VESTS AND BIBS 50% OFF 

L : ’# DUNHAM BOOTS 25% OFF ' 

%! I WP ^ SLIPPERS, GLOVES, MITTENS, HATS LONG UNDERWEAR 25% OFF 
BIG BILL WOOL PANTS AND BIBS 25% OFF 
$5 OFF ANY DICKIES, RIGGS, BIG BILL CARPENTER WORK PANTS 

_ SELECT DICKIES CANVAS 
S'JLMll f CARPENTER WORK PANTS $19.95' 

-SOME STYLES SLIGHTLY IRREGULAR 



REGISTER TO WIN PRIZES, 5.1 1 KNIVES, TEE SHIRTS, 

WILUSTON W0RKWEAR EMBROIDERED CAPS & GIFT CERTIFICATES! 
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64 HARVEST LANE, SUITE 20. WILUSTON 

871-5749 •WILUSTONWORKWEAR.COM 
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local matters 


No Tiff on TIF — Kiss, Community Leaders Say 
It’s a Win-Win for Downtown Burlington 


§ 


§ 



hen developer Melinda 
Moulton and her busi- 
ness partner, Lisa Steele, 
started their work in the 
early 1980s, the Burlington waterfront 
was, as Moulton put it, "an oasis of 
neglect:” abandoned buildings, barbed 
wire, rusting fuel tallies and a filthy 
electric plant that would soon be moth- 
balled. Access to the lake was “limited at 
best,” and no parents would let their kids 
play down there. 

Today, Moulton is CEO of Main 
Street Landing. The 250,000 square- 
foot waterfront development includes 
a performing arts center, five art galler- 
ies, a health club, day-care center, two 
restaurants, bike and pedestrian ame- 
nities, and new parkland. Main Street 
Landing contributes about $8 million 
annually in property taxes and other 
city revenues. 

None of that private development 
would have occurred, Moulton insisted, 
were it not for the creation of a tax in- 
crement financing (TIF) district to rede- 
velop Burlington’s waterfront A unique 
financial took the TIF enabled the city to 
clean up the area and build such major 
public improvements as the bike path, 
boathouse, fishing pier and sewage 
treatment plant. 

On Friday, Moulton was one of sev- 
eral community and business leaders 
who joined Mayor Bob Kiss to encour- 
age Burlingtonians to vote “yes” on the 
creation of a new TIF for downtown. 

This one would allow the 

city to borrow up to $10 
million for public infra- 
structure improvements, 
encouraging private in- 
vestments in areas where they wouldn’t 
otherwise occur. 

Kiss, who is not running for reelec- 
tion, held his press conference against 
the backdrop of one of the biggest 
eyesores in downtown: the crumbling 
parking lot adjacent to the now-defunct 
Midtown Motel, best known for its 
sexual trysts, drug deals and brief stays 
for people down on their luck. 

For years, city officials and develop- 
ers have talked about redeveloping this 
so-called “super block,” often charac- 
terized as the gateway into downtown. 
But private investors have been wary 


of building there, in large part because 
of the massive investment needed to 
clean up the site and add public ame- 
nities such as new parking, water and 
sewer lines, and public transportation 
infrastructure. 

“It's time, really, to stop talking ... and 
actually do them,” said Tom Torti, presi- 
dent of the Lake Champlain Regional 


LET’S PUT OUR MONEY 
WHERE OUR VALUES ARE 

AND START MOVING FORWARD 
WITH THIS PROJECT. 


Chamber of Commerce. “Let’s put 
money where our values 
moving forward with this | 

A TIF allows a munici 
to borrow money on the 
promise of future tax 
revenues. For a limited 
time, the state forgoes 
its share of the propert 
taxes collected on new devi 
ments in the TIF district 
shops, office spaces, cond 
etc. — so the city can 
pay down the debt incurred from build- 
ing those improve- 
ments. Once it’s paid 
off, property taxes 
are split between tile 
city’s general fund 
and the state’s education fund. 

As a financing tool, the TIF en- 
ables large-scale investment in future 
development. 

In the 1990s, the waterfront TIF grew 
the grand list from about $43 million to 
$123 million. 

Kiss noted that a “yes" vote on ballot 
item 5 doesn't incur any debt for theeity, 
nor does it raise anyone’s taxes. The TIF 
simply allows the city to participate in 
die financial program — its last chance 
for the foreseeable future, unless die leg- 
islature changes the law. Any potential 
projects would still have to be vetted by 


DEVELOPMENT 


the Vermont Economic Progress 
Council and approved by Burlington 
voters and/or their city council. 

Are TIFs controversial? Sometimes. 
In January, State Auditor Tom Salmon 
announced that an audit had revealed 
problems with a Milton TIF created 
back in 1998. Salmon determined that 
its administration was "flawed,” which 
resulted in a back tax bill of $3 million. 
It's unclear whether Milton will have to 
pay the money back. 

City Council President Bill Keogh 
noted there was “some difference" of 
opinion between city council and the 
mayor on the timing of die proposed 
Burlington TIF; some thought it would 
be prudent to wait for the results of 
an audit currendy under way on the 


Nevertheless, 
Keogh said he 
knows of no 
councilors 
who oppose 
this TIF, nor any 
organized opposi- 
tion from residents. 
Keogh has also 
asked Salmon for an 
expedited riding on the 
pending audit; the results 
are unlikely to arrive before 
next week's election. 

Nearly everyone who 
spoke at the press confer- 
emphasized that the 
TIF would enable the city 
a grow its tax base and 
avoid driving develop- 


countryside, 

Yves Bradley, a com- 
mercial real estate agent who 
also serves on the Burlington 
Planning Commission, noted diat 
the TIF is a nonpartisan issue that 
encourages smart growth. He said 
the system in place makes it much 
easier to build on undeveloped 
land than to take an urban "em- 
barrassment” like the Midtown 
Motel and say, ‘“OK, what are 
we going to do with this?” 

TIF support didn't just 
come from business leaders 
and politicians, but also low- 
income and affordable-housing 
advocates. 

Charlie Giannoni, a low-income 
Burlington resident and member of 
Ward 2 and 3 neighborhood planning 
assemblies, said he “strongly supports” 
this vote as a way to encourage more 
affordable housing downtown. As he 
put it, “I’d rather see these develop- 
ment dollars used for this purpose than 
coming out of the regular pot of money 
from taxpayers.” 

If voters shoot down the TIF next 
Tuesday, it won't be as a result of any 
organized opposition, but because of 
one of two reasons: either they don't un- 
derstand how it works, or they assume 
dial anything that pairs Mayor Kiss and 
“debt” is a bad idea. ® 
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The Mayoral Editionbypaumeintz 

Weinberger Shatters Burlington 
Mayoral Fundraising Record 

T here’s still a week to go in the Burlington mayoral race, and Democrat Miro 
Weinberger has already broken all previous fundraising records. Since the 
start of the campaign last September. Weinberger has raised more than $118,000 
and spent just shy of $100,000. That blows away the previous fundraising record 
set in 2006 when Democratic nominee Hinda Miller raised $60,000 in her 
unsuccessful race for mayor. 

Nearly half of Weinberger’s expenditures were doled out during a heated, four- 
way race for the Democratic nomination last fall. In the general election, he has 
spent just more than $51,000. 

That figure is closer to the $40,000 his Republican rival. Kurt Wright, has spent, 
out of $48,000 raised. Wright did not face a primary opponent. Wanda Hines, an 
independent raised just $2260 and spent $767. © 


In Health Care Vote, 

Wright Sides With Denis 

L ast week, Kurt Wright's post-partisan cred was put to the 
test as the Vermont House voted almost entirely along 
party lines in a preliminary vote to establish a state-run health 
insurance exchange. 

I say “almost entirely” because there was one Republican 
who bucked his party and voted with the Democrats: Wright 
himself 

"I think, like most people do think, the system that we 
have does have to be reformed. We do have a broken system 
that's very expensive for employers and employees,” Wright 
explained Friday. “I think, overall, the bill helps a lot of 
middle- and lower-income people get insurance and, if they have insurance, get 
better insurance.” 

To be fair, Wright voted against a key element of the plan before he voted for it. 
He supported a Republican amendment that would have gutted the bill. © 



Dems Accuse Wright of “Borrowing” 
Campaign Plan 

L ast week, the Vermont Democratic Party accused Republican mayoral candidate 
Kurt Wright of "borrowing language” in a recent campaign plan from a 
Washington State politician. 

Referringto Wright's 22-pagc government transparency plan, the party said in 
a press release that it, “looks pretty familiar: borrowing language directly from the 
websiteof Republican Washington State Attorney General Rob McKenna." 

The Dems stopped short of accusing the Wright campaign of plagiarism, but 
called it proof that Wright is running a “partisan” campaign. 

“The fact the words were taken almost verbatim from a Republican elected 
official 1 think further exemplifies the fact that lie’s a partisan individual,” said 
Jesse Bragg, executive director of the Vermont Democratic Party. 

Problem is, when we took a look at the website in question, it was clear that 
McKenna was quoting a document prepared by die U.S. Department of State. 

Not so partisan, after alL © 




To read the full 






MOVIES AT 

MAIN STREET LANDING 

THE FILM HOUSE * SIXTY LAKE STREET * BURLINGTON WATERFRONT 


Every Tuesday at 7pm ★ First Come First Served 
Free and Open to the Public 


L, : T , u ,f B D £ i Star Trek II Wrath of Khan 

’. wmn.o • 1989. Rated PG 


S 


. MAR-13 i Annie H aH 


1977 • Rated PG 


^ MAR D 20 ; PS V ch0 

: MAH. 4U . . g60 . N , 


1960 • Not Rated 


L, • I Mean Streets 

iMAK.l/- 1973 . Rated R 



Unique event and performance space 
available for daily rental 
Call Melinda Moulton (802) 864-7999 

mainstreetlanding.com 
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artisans and generally immerse herself in 
Indian figurative-art traditions. Curiously, 
this Burlington-born-and-raised young 
woman says she recognizes herself in me- 
dieval Indian artwork. “It’s exciting to me 
to communicate across time," site says of 
her 21st-century devotions. 

Longtime readers of the New York 
Times might also find reminders in 
Weaver^ work of the black-and-white car- 
icatures of Al Hirschfeld. For many years 
his weekly installment was something to 
look forward to: brilliant, spot-on expres- 
sions using strong lines and swirls of ink, 
and wry humor. 

Weaver is calling her project "Speaking 
Through the Body of God." Her fundrais- 
ing campaign has the more secular name 
of “100x100,” referring to the number of 
ll-by-14-inch prints she hopes to sell, and 
their price: $100 each. 

BCA curator christhompson says he se- 
lects artists "on the verge of breaking out" 
for the ArtLab residences. Weaver's month 
in the fourth- floor studio “fit between her 
graduation and her leaving [for India]," he 
notes. "The thought process behind her 
work is very vigorous; she's really taking 


chances when she’s here. 

“I like this cartoon direction, but there’s 
this beautiful line," Thompson continues. 
“And there’s also something disturbing 
and uncanny that she captures. I really like 
how she's used her time." 

That time is waning. Weaver will host a 
closing reception in the studio next week 
and leave for India shortly thereafter. As 
she researches, photographs, draws and 
writes, she'll maintain a website chroni- 
clingher experiences. Of her artistic direc- 
tion, she says, “I guess I benefited from 
some kind of beginner's luck; I took an 
art history class that really influenced me. 
Going to India," she muses, “will be the 
challenge, to see if my interest goes beyond 
that." 

Either way, it will be an adventure; and 
this red-haired, blue-eyed Vermonter may 
well leave a mark even Shiva could admire. (?) 
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STATEO/THEartS 


An India-Bound Burlington 
Artist Merges Icon and Cartoon 


P opeye. the cartoon sailor who 
achieves super-human strength 
when he downs a can of spinach, 
first made his appearance in 
American newspaper funny pages in 192ft 
Hindu devotional art emerged in India 
many centuries before that Most of us 
would not discern any connection between 
the two. but grace weaver does. And you 
can see its indelible presence in her own 
artwork. 

Weaver, 22, graduated from the 
University of Vermont last year with a 
degree in studio art. This month, she's 
been ensconced on the fourth floor of 
the bca center in Burlington as 
artist-in-residcnce in a program 
BCA calls ArtLab, making one _ 

picture after another. All of 
them feature line drawings 
of figures on white paper, 
some smudged with charcoal 
or washed in gray. They are 
cartoony and amusing but also 
slightly unsettling The figures’ 


fingers and toes bend and curl 
and intertwine in anatomically ‘ V-' 5 ' 
impossible ways — recalling, yes, 
the movements in Hindu dance. And, like 
that art form, these images are graceful 
and disciplined. 

“What struck me looking at Hindu 
bronzes for the first time," Weaver says, 
“was, I didn’t know the religious sig- 
nificance, but the body language 
evocative ti 
fascination i 


own in works she calls "provisional icons 
for the contemporary world." Weaver's 
drawing* arc deceptively simple, but the 
lines are confident and expressive. With 
minimal marks, she renders facial features, 
hair, breasts; she ignores the limitations 
of human anatomy, the relative sizes of 
body parts. Yet her stylized figures convey 
movement and attitude, even sensuality. 

In a drawing of a nude female, for ex- 
ample. the figure's body leans forward at 
a right angle to her extended leg at die 
end of that leg, the foot is bent upward, 
the toes curled forward — unhindered by 
the presence of bone. One long, 
rubbery arm swoops forward, 
'■ , the spindly fingers on its hand 
crossing like a pretzel. Think 
Olive Oyl practicing bhakti. 

^ ~ l That image, tided “Noa 

- . Noa," is one of three limited- 

j’SJj edition screen prints that 

ib \ \ . J Weaver is currendy selling 

so , \ \ to help fond an impending 

' 




journey to India. The trip is i 


just for sight-seeing she plans 

pher for DakshinaChitra, a non- 
profit in the state of Tamil Nadu dial 
supports indigenous folk arts and crafts. 
“It's like the Shelburne Museum of South 
India," she suggests. 

Over her five-month sojourn. Weaver 
will also travel and do research to inform 
her own work — and feed her evident 
She has parlayed this hunger for knowledge. She'll photograph 
an artistic language all her Hindu temple sculpture: 
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Arts advocate rk kasini kadour is calling all Vermont 
small presses and ‘zine makers. Also graphic novelists, 
Bj comic illustrators, book artists and other content 
° creators for indie and handmade publications. The 
9 occasion: the inaugural Vermont Small Press & 

5 Comic Fair; a one-day event scheduled for March 
g 24 in Winooski that's intended to giveeveryone, 

participants and the public alike, a sense of how large 
the state’s alt-publishing scene is. 
w ‘It's really just this explosion of small, organic 

2 culture," Kadour enthuses. His perspective has 
u the virtue of distance: He splits his time between 
8f Montreal, where he owns an art gallery, and Vermont, 
where he runs kasini house — a self-described "dynamic 
„ creative enterprise" with its own small press, Kasini 
| House Books, that publishes both the Vermont art 

iji GUIDE and ART MAP BURLINGTON 

!z Vermont has "20 or so" small publishers, according 
ui to Kadour. Meanwhile, he and the fair's cohost, 
i longtime comics-world insider Gregory c giordano 
o of Burlington, "know all these folks who are just 


squirreled away in the hills," from sci-fi comics 
creators to "uber-serious poets." Some of their work 
can be seen on dedicated shelves in independent 
bookstores, such as bear pond books in Montpelier and 
crow bookshop in Burlington, but many aren't yet 
connected to small presses. In all, Kadour 
hopes the fair brings together 40 
interested parties, both to network 
with each other and to sel I 
really interesting things" tc 

Kadour got the 
idea for the fair from 
Montreal’s now 10-year- 
old Expozine, a similar 
annual event of which 
Kasini House became a 
sponsor five years ago. The 
Vermont Small Press & Comic 
Fair, he says, "comes from seeing 
how successful Expozine was 



in supporting and organizing the culture that was 
already there." 

One note on the fair's venue, the Winooski Welcome 
Center and Gallery: It doesn't yet exist Another project 
of Kadour’s, the welcome center — to be located in 
ie same first-level space on the roundabout 
where Kasini House hosted the Winooski 
Holiday Pop-Up Art Market — is in its final 
stages, he promises, and will include 
ashopand an art gallery. By fair time, 
he says, the gallery will exhibit a large 
installation by Grand Isle artist riki moss called, 
fittingly, "The Paper Forest." 

AMY LILLY 

THE VERMONT SMALL PRESS & COMIC FAIR 

d Welcome Center and Gallery, on the 
ibout. Saturday. March 24,10 am-7 p.m.To 

dour at info®kasinihouse.com. 


■ GOT AN ARTS TIP? ARTNEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 



SHORTTAKES 
ON FILM 

Last Thursday, about 20 people 
showed up at the bca center for the 
second organizational meeting 

of the BURUNGTON FILM SOCIETY. The 

form the group will take is still in 
question, but one thing isn't: There 
are people in and around the Queen 
City who want more opportunities to 
see and talk about off-the-beaten- 
track films. 

Last year, fi Im scholar barry 
snyoer recruited some of his fellow 
cinephiles to catch showings of the 

TREE OF LIFE and MELANCHOLIA; the 

lively resulting discussions gave him 
the impetus to start a fil m society. 
At the meeting, Snyder encouraged 
attendeesto see Wim Wenders' pina 
in 3-D when it plays at the majestic 
10 , starting with a benefit screening 
thisThursday. 

eric ford, BCAs communication 
director, unveiled the new BPS 
Facebook page, website and Twitter 
feed. The fi Im fans sketched out 
plans to meet at local theaters 
when art movies open in Burlington 
— then discuss them over beer or 
wine. Some asked if the BFS would 
organize its own screenings. 

That's when mariah riggs, director 

of the MAIN STREET LANOING PERFORMING 

arts center, offered her expertise : 
she's been running a big-screen 
series cal led Movies at Main Street 
Landing, with Tuesday-night 
offerings ranging from family films 
to dark classics such as psycho and 
mean streets. The free screenings 
have been well attended, said Riggs, 
who used to program film series 
in the thriving Cambridge, Mass., 
scene. Other attendees noted that 
on the other side of town, the essex 


cinemas' Throwback Thursdays series 
has been popular, suggesting that 
not everyone is content to watch 
their favorites on the smal I screen. 

At BCA, Ford programs his own 
themed mini-film series. For March, 
he's got th ree "Macho Midnight 
Movies" from the 1980s, including 
John Carpenter's B-flick classic they 
live. In April, "Virtual Impact: tpon- 
explores "the history and use of 
computer graphics in cinema." On 
April 13, BCA will hold a screening 
of the 2009 skate-themed surreal 
feature machotaildrop at Merrills 
roxy cinemas, followed by a skate 
session at maglianero. 

Does Burlington need another 
film series? Or more advocacy, as 
Snyder put it, for bringing art-house 
flicks to town? Want someone to 
dissect last Sunday's Oscars with?To 
join the conversation, go to the BPS' 
Facebook page. 

MARGOT HARRISON 
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Vermont Painters Take New 
York in Simultaneous Exhibits 


BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 


O nly a few Vermont artists are 
invited to display their work 
at high-end Manhattan gal- 
leries. So it’s noteworthy that 
two painters — one from Burlington, the 
other a part-time resident of Middletown 
Springs — now have shows running si- 
multaneously at prestigious venues in 
Midtown and Chelsea. VALERIE HlRD's “The 
Fifth Day" is hanging at the Nohra Haime 
Gallery on Fifth Avenue through March 
10. JANET fish is showing a dozen works at 
the DC Moore Gallery on West 22nd Street 
through March 17. 

The two spaces typify the art precincts 
in which they’re located. Nohra Haime 
has an air of established elegance accen- 
tuated by Persian rugs, while DC Moore 
has the white-box, minimalist look shared 
by most galleries in a neighborhood that 
a decade ago emerged as the art world’s 
capital of hipness. Fish’s show dominates 
the Chelsea gallery, although she does 
have some august company in an adjoin- 
ing room: visionary watercolorist Charles 
Burchfield (1893-1967), who was the 
subject of a retrospective last year at the 
Whitney Museum of American Art 

are the prices they charge for the works on 
their walls. One of Fish’s pieces is selling 


for $150,000; a suite of 12 paintings by 
Hird goes for $120,000. One of the least 
expensive works in either of the shows is 
a small Hird painting that someone has 
bought for about $3000. 

The two sets of works are dissimilar 
stylistically, although both artists are tra- 
ditionalists in that they paint recognizable 

Fish’s riotously colorful renderings 
of table settings might be referred to as 
still-lifes, except there's nothing still about 
diem. "The real structure of a painting 
comes from the movement of color over the 
surface,” the artist has said. That approach 
is most charmingly evident in "Monkey 
Business," which shows a red vase with 
gladiolas that's been knocked onto its side, 
a listing pineapple beside a green pitcher 
with a floral pattern and glass shards of a 
blue bowl — all atop a multicolored table- 
cloth. The tail and hind legs of a monkey 
can be seen exiting stage left. 

Hird entided her series “The Fifth 
Day” in reference to the biblical creation 
story. She's paused it at the point prior to 
the inception of die human species. The 
show therefore includes no figures, but 
presents depictions of the four elements: 
earth, wind, water and fire. 

Hird’s ambition here, she says, is 



nothing less than the visual articulation of 
“a new mydiology” that combines symbols 
and artistic expressions of Eastern and 
Western civilizations. The desert palette of 
hot pinks and sandy browns mainly used in 
executing these works can be traced to the 
many years Hird spent traveling through 
the Middle East and central Asia in the 
company of nomads. 

Vermont is a long way from Uzbekistan, 
which Hird reccndy visited, but the classic 
silhouette of the Green Mountains makes 

of her paintings at Nohra Haime. The 
artist is unfazed when that association is 


suggested to her. “It would be surprising 
if there weren’t some trace of Vermont 
in my work,” says Hird, who’s lived in 
the state since 1979. "The Green Mountains 
are pretty much hardwired into my 
consciousness.”® 


H "Valerie Hird: The Filth Day." Nohra 
Haime Gallery. New York City. Through 
March 10. nohrahaimegallery.com 
"Janet Fish: RecentPaintings," DC Moore 
Gallery.New York Dty. Through March 17. 


TEAM KALE 

Everybody loves a David-and-Goliath story. 

At least, that's what Burlington filmmaker and 
pla ywri gh t james lantz a nd folk artist a nd "Eat More 
Kale" guy bo muller-moore are banking on. 

The two have teamed up to produce a 
documentary about Muller-Moore's battle with 
the fast-food chain Chick-fil-A. The corporation 
claims that the Montpelier artist's logo, which he 
has printed on T-shirts and bumper stickers for 
more than a decade, Isconfusingly close to the 
corporation's own marketing slogan, "Eat mor chikln." 

As of Tuesday morning Lantz and Muller-Moore 
had ra ised just shy of $1 3,000 
— their goal is $75,000 to 
produce the film, a defiant 
dude — on Klckstarter, 
the uber-popular online 
fundraising site (which. 



DEFIANT 


according to Talking Points Memo, is poised to 
distribute more money this year than the National 
Endowment for the Arts). The only drawback to 
Kickstarter? If Lantz and Muller-Moore fail to reach 
their goal by 8 p.m. on March 25, they get nothing. 

But the two are going ahead with filming now. 
They aim to have the doc ready by September so 
they can submit it to the Sundance Film Festival, 
says Muller-Moore. 

It's an ambitious goal, but not completely far- 
fetched. Muller-Moore's story attracted national 
attention last fall. When Gov. peter shumlin 
announced the formation of a legal fund called 
Team Kale — and uttered the words "Don't mess with 
kale!" — the video went viral in Vermont. And Muller- 
Moore, with hisfolksy expressions and hippie look, 
has unlikely star power. 

"I'm an only child and I'm an Aries and I’m not 
particularly bashful," he says. "In some way or 
another, I've been building toward this." 

Since receiving the "cease and desist" letter from 
Chick-fil-A last November, Muller-Moore says his 
life 'has been a 90-day rollercoaster." The Sunday 
of Thanksgiving weekend, he recalls, his website 
got 350 hits — "a pretty big day," he says. Then the 
Associated Press picked up his story. The following 
day, his site got 37,000 hits. 

According to Muller-Moore. the fast-food 
company "hasn’t backed down an iota. Not a lick." 

But neither has he; He's continuing to print T-shirts 
and give out free bumper stickers. 


So far, Lantz has filmed Muller-Moore "flapping 
his jaw," as the Kale Guy puts it, in his Montpelier 
studio, hanging with old farmers at the Champlain 
Valley Expo and furtively sipping on a soda in an 
Alabama Chick-fil-A. 

Muller-Moore says he's been thrilled to get 
support from "hardworking Vermonters, not 
necessarily liberalor left-leaning." An 80-year-old 
man recently recognized him as the Kale Guy, he 
says, and told him. "If you lose this fight, I'm giving 
up on what it means to be American." 

Wh at I f Muller-Moore does lose? The film, h e and 
Lantz agree, will still tell a good story. "If they beat 
me, we'll document every bit of it and you will see a 
really bummed artist attheendof it" he says. "But I 
won't have gone down quietly." 

Still, losing his "Eat More Kale" logo would be a 
blow. "I'd be lying if I didn't say these T-shirts are a 
part of my identity now," he says. But Muller-Moore 
doesn't let the thought get him down. "Life's been a 
trip so far," he says. "There'd probably be something 
else good around the comer." 

MEGAN JAMES 

A DEFIANT DUDE 

A film-in-progress by James Lantz, produced by Bo 
Mul ler-Moore. Donate to the Kickstarter campai gn by 
March 25: kickstarter.com/projects/l674B89308/a- 
denant-dude. Sign the petition: change.org/petitions/ 
chick-m-a-stop-bullying-small-business-owners. 




= THE STRAIGHT DOPE bvceciladams 


Dear Cecil, 

Is consuming expired 
prescription medicines really 
all that dangerous? Some 
friends of mine insist taking 
pills beyond the printed 
expiration date is flirting 
with death, while another 
claims expiration dates on 
labels are BS. there solely to 
prompt us to order refills and 
spend more money. I once 
treated a nasty headache 
with the only thing I had on 
hand, someVicodin that was 
about a year out of date. My 
headache went away, and 
I was no worse for wear. As 
time passes, are the pills in 
their little plastic bottles 
chemically restructuring 
themselves into poisons, or 
is there nothing to fear? 



W e have to tread 
carefully here, 
Neil. A few drugs 
don't age well 
- for example, nitroglycerin 
and insulin. But they're die 
exception. Most drugs retain 
their potency for years after 
they supposedly expire. What’s 
more, everybody knows this, or 
ought to; the Wall Street Journal 
once ran a front-page expose on 
the subject 

But you don't see anyone 
pushing for expiration date 
reform. Why not? No doubt be- 
cause of the same combination 
of greed and excessive caution 
that drives up all health care 


costs: (1) The drug companies 
potentially could forego billions 
of dollars in lost sales; (2) the 
amount individual consumers 
could save is relatively trifling; 
and (3) there's a remote but 
nonzero chance somebody rely- 
ing on defunct drugs could die. 

This last belief is based 
partly on a 1963 study claiming 
expired tetracycline had caused 
kidney damage. But that con- 
tention has been questioned, 
and in any case the problematic 
formulation of tetracycline is 
no longer made. 

The FDA started requir- 
ing drug companies to place 
expiration dates on drugs in 



1978 on the reasonable grounds 
that people shouldn't be using 
medicine so old it was no 
longer safe or effective. Wlint 
the FDA didn’t do was set ex- 
piration dates, leaving that up 
to manufacturers. In 1985 the 
U.S. Pharmacopeia, a not-for- 
profit standards-setting body, 
began urging that medicines 
not sold in the manufacturer's 
original container (that is, 
most medicines dispensed by 
pharmacists) have a one-year 
expiration date. The theory 
was that pharmacy pill bottles 
left in the notoriously hostile 
environment of your medicine 
cabinet (or, to be fair, a hot 
glove compartment) were less 
likely to prevent their contents 
from going bad. 

But the b’uth is, your rneds 


will probably keep just fine. In 
the mid-’80s the FDA started 
testing drugs as part of the U.S. 
military's Shelf Life Extension 
Program - the Pentagon then 
had a Si billion stockpile of 
drugs it didn't feel like throw- 
ing out As reported in that Wall 
Street Journal article in 2000, 
around 90 percent of the drugs 
were safe and effective well 
after they’d nominally expired. 

To be sure, some drugs de- 
teriorate fester than others. 
For example, epinephrine, 
used to treat cardiac arrest, 
steadily loses its potency over 
time. Liquid drugs and suspen- 
sions are less stable than solids. 
Medications custom-prepared 
by your local pharmacy are 
likely tohaveashortshelflife. 

But even then it's not like 
drugs go bad at the stroke of 
midnight An update on the 
Shelf Life program published 
in 2009 established that 88 
percent of tested medications 
worked fine more than five 
years past their expiration date, 
which admittedly just con- 
firmed previous research. The 
more pertinent finding from a 
practical standpoint was this: 
one year post-expiration, every 
drug tested was still OK. 

Word has been gradually 
filtering out. In the January 
2012 Consumer Reports, the 
magazine’s chief medical ad- 
viser, Marvin Lipman, writes, 
“Except for tetracycline" — and 
as we've seen, even that's dubi- 
ous — "expired drugs generally 
don’t appear to cause harm. But 
they do become less potent. 
In particular, throw out any 
drug more than a year past its 


expiration date [my emphasis].” 

But let’s face it, not every- 
body reads Consumer Reports. 
And some drugs are good for 
much longer. What's needed is 
a systematic revampingof drug- 
expiration labeling so tile dates 
reflect the actual length of time, 
based on tests, that particular 
medicines retain their potency. 

The savings could be huge. 
From 1993 to 1998 the military 
spent $4 million testing expired 
medicines and saved $263 mil- 
lion. A follow-up study found 
that for every dollar spent on 
the Shelf Life program from 
2006 to 2010, S10 to $20 was 
saved. In 2010, Americans spent 
$307 billion on 4 billion pre- 
scriptions, nearly double what 
they’d laid out 10 years earlier. 
In one survey, only 2 percent 
of respondents said they used 
all their medication before it 
expired. (And more than a third 
flushed expired medications 
down the toilet, wreaking who 
knows what environmental 
havoc.) Even a small extension 
of expiration dates could save 
billions. 

As we've seen, however, nei- 
ther the drug industry nor con- 
sumers have much incentive to 
demand change. Some outside 
crusader, maybe? Not likely. 
Suppose you announce you're 
campaigning for office on a 
platform of prodding the phar- 
maceutical industry to push 
back expiration dates. Next 
day, guaranteed, there’ll be 
billboards all over town saying 
“MY OPPONENT WANTS TO 
SELL YOU STALE DRUGS.” 
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^ Paul Comev. Green Mountain Coffee Roasters 


Paul Comey, Green Mountain Coffee Roasters 

"Art plays a significant role in the business sector. It's a great way to bring the 
community together, and bring the consumer together to understand who we are." 

www.artsupportsme.org TeH us hovj Supports Vou... || 
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3 ABUSES OF EMOTION BY JUDITH LEVINE = 


Contraceptive Contradictions 


R emember the Fertility Olympics 
at the first Republican primary 
debate? First off die block was 
Rick Santorum. He’d served 
Pennsylvania in the Senate for 12 years; 
he could balance budgets and cut spend- 
ing, he said. And he and Karen had seven 
children. Michele Bachmann sprinted up 
beside him. She was a businesswoman, a 
wife of 33 years, and the mother of five 
children and 23 "beautiful” foster chil- 
dren. By the time the camera moved to 
Mitt Romney and Tim Pawlenty, politics 
and experience were an afterthoughL 
Romney said he was the father of 
five, grandfather of 16. Pawlenty was a 
husband, father of two (needless to say, 
beautiful) daughters and — this surely 
distinguished him from the field — "a 
neighbor." Neither mentioned he’d been 
a governor. 

Herman Cain was “not a politician" - 
but he was the father of two and grand- 
father of three. Ron Paul said nothing 
of his five children and 18 grand- 
children, but pointed out that as 
an OB/GYN he’d delivered more 
than 4000 babies. Only Newt 
Gingrich declined to mention his 
reproductive accomplishments. 

This head count was code 
for the candidates' “pro-family” 

— that is, antiabortion — cre- 
dentials. The ritual is de rigueur 
since Sarah Palin brandished her 
five children, including a late-life 
Down-syndrome baby and a preg- 
nant unmarried daughter, not only as 
proof of her inviolable commitment to 
procreation but also as qualifications for 

So Pawlenty, obviously ball-less, 
dropped out of the race first. Cain’s non- 
procreative activities sidelined him. All 
those foster children did Bachmann no 
good. After all, what kind of woman lets 
someone else bear her kids while she 
gallivants about for decades, unpreg- 
nant? And the two frontrunners, spawn- 
wise, are neck and neck for the 2012 
nomination. 

From those first minutes of the pri- 
mary season, it has become ever dearer: 
It is not enough to be antiabortion. A suc- 
cessful Republican candidate must also 
be pro-natal. He must endorse the logic of 
radical antiabortion politics to its absurd 
end; Every reproductive cell is a potential 
human life, and therefore deserves pro- 
tection and preservation. Every baby that 
can be bom must be bom. 

That’s Catholic doctrine, which until 


now has not been shared by most evan- 
gelical Protestants. In 2010, two surveys 
found that nine out of 10 evangelical lead- 
ers approved die use of artificial birth 
control. 

No longer. To win over the GOP base, 
every candidate must drink the Clorox of 
reproductive-political purity: antiabor- 
tion, pro-baby. 

What they didn’t bargain for is that 
Clorox is lethaL 

For 40 years, the antiabortion move- 
ment has ridden a brilliant strategy of 
wrenching the focus of the debate from 
die pregnant woman to the unborn child. 
The dead fetuses in jars, 
die Precious 
Feet, the 
1984 


This month that narrative slammed 
into a wall. President Obama announced 
the rule - part of the 2011 Affordable 
Care Act — that church-owned institu- 
tions must provide insurance cover- 
age for free contraceptive services for 
women. The Catholic bishops and their 
Republican pals went berserk. 

But most people did not: She in 10 favor 
the mandate, including the same percent- 
age of Catholics. Two of three women do. 

Asked to specify the ideal niunber of 
children for a family, Americans over- 
whelmingly answer “two” according to 
a Pew Research Center survey, and that’s 
been true since the 
1970s. Among 



film 

The Silent 
Scream, claim- 
ing to offer scientific 
proof that fetuses feel pain — with each 
additional image, the persona of the be- 
loved, assailed proto-baby has gained 
heft and emotional power. It passed the 
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act; it raised 
die outcry against die use of fertilized 
embryos in stem-cell research. Most 
recendy, it is pushing “personhood” 
amendments through state legislatures 
that would confer foil constitutional 
rights from the moment of conception. 

And the story of the unborn child has 
moved more and more Americans. Just 
slightly more than half now approve of 
abortion in all or most cases, down from 
solid majorities in the 1980s. 


reproductive 
years — ages 40 to 44 in 
2006 — 43 percent had two kids, 22 per- 
cent had one, and 22 percent three, the 
survey found. Only 4 percent of American 
women matched the GOP candidates’ 
birthrate, with five or more children. 

Those small families say one thing 
American women — indeed, almost every 
single one of them, including Cadiolics - 
use artificial birth control at some time 
during their reproductive lives. 

But the response to die Church- 
Obama standoff suggests somediing else, 
too; Opposing abortion is not die same as 
wanting babies. 

In fact, for the vast majority of people 
in the world, contraception isn’t about 


babies at all — except diose to be pre- 
vented. Eggs and zygotes are not unborn 
children. They are parts of a woman's 
body; using an IUD is as much like kill- 
ing as pulling a toodi is. Even if a recent 
Gallup poll is accurate in its indication 
that 51 percent of Americans believe 
abortion is immoral, only 8 percent think 
contraception is. 

Sure, many people choose not to make 
more children in order to be better par- 
ents to the ones they already have. But 
when popping the Pill, women are not 
doing “family planning.” They are living 
their reproductive freedom — a freedom 
that nearly 100 years after Margaret 
Sanger opened the first birdi-control 
clinic, they take for granted. 

Feminists have long understood that 
contraception and abortion are about the 
same thing: women’s control over their 
own destinies. Now the secret is out: 
Conservatives understand the same 
thing, and they don’t like it 

But it's too late to change the 
conversation, at least before 
November 6. I can hear them 
slapping their foreheads at Right 
to Life headquarters. Darn! Why 
didn't we make a movie of a fer- 
tilized egg screaming in anguish 
as a giant IUD prevents it from 
attaching to the uterine lining? 

This fight is depressing. I 
mean, why are we still having 
it? But it is not a distraction from 
the “real" issues of the economy. 
Decades of data show that being able 
to prevent or end a pregnancy, or to 
time the spacing of wanted births, not 
only enhances women’s health; it also 
improves their chances of gaining educa- 
tion, economic independence and power. 
Increasingly, international covenants 
recognize access to contraception as a 
human right for women and adolescents, 
underwritten by the rights to equality, 
bodily autonomy and health. Birth eon- 




o side is 


So we can thank the Catholic Church, 
which excludes women from everything 
for restoring women to die center of re- 
productive politics — and, indirectly, for 
exposing Republican misogyny to the 
Klieg lights of election-year politics. Both 
the women and the misogyny are where 
they should be. ® 
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We just had to ask... 

What happened 
to the mermaid 
on the bow of the 
Moonlight Lady? 

BY KEN PICARD 


T his month, a reader wrote in 
to ask what happened to the 
mermaid that once adorned the 
bow of the Moonlight Lady, 
the Lake Champlain cruise ship that’s 
moo red beside the ECHO Lake Aquarium 
and Science Center. Apparently, the 
curvaceous carving hasn’t been seen in 
months. 

"All season long she plied by here 
through the sunlit and moonlit waters of 
Lake Champlain, a more lovelier adorned 
bowsprit never was, with rope braided 
hair and iridescent tail,” wrote Roger 
Donegan of Hinesburg. “Now, yonder 
hull has just a bowsprit, empty of her 
figurine lines and devoid of our shared 
equanimity over this watery place...” 

Donegan’s letter was signed “the 
Lone Sailor,” a reference to the statue 
of a Navy seaman who stands watch on 
Burlington’s waterfront, not far from the 
Moonlight Lady’s slip. 

Gwendy Lauritzen, who works for 



die Moonlight Lady's owner, Mike Shea, 
initially sounded skeptical when I called, 
on Donegan’s behalf, to inquire about the 
bosomy brunette's current whereabouts. 

“What, he wants to know the woman's 
address?” Lauritzen asked dubiously. 
But, after 1 assured her that my interest 
was nautical and not naughty in nature, 
Lauritzen gave up the goods on the 
Moonlight Lady's forward lass. 

The mermaid figurehead, as such 
carvings on the prows of ships are 
called, was part of the vessel’s original 
equipment when Shea bought it in 2007 
from its designer, builder and original 
captain, Merritt Walter, who also made 
the mermaid by hand. Walter, 74, is now 
retired and lives on the St. Johns River 
just southof Jacksonville, Fla. 


As Walter explained, the eight-cabin 
vessel, which sleeps 16 and seats as 
many as 30, was originally christened 
the Bonny Blue. Designed and built to 
resemble a 1920s passenger and freight 
steamer, it spent five year sailing the 
Dismal Swamp Canal and Pasquotank 
River between Chesapeake, Va., and 
Elizabeth City, N.C. The Bonny Blue was 
the last commercial vessel to sail the 
Dismal Swamp Canal when its passenger 
runs finally ceased in July 2007. 

Walter himself is a colorful old 
seaman with saltwater in his veins. 
He started his career in die Navy, 
went on to deep-sea-diving school, then 
became a salvage diving officer. After 
leaving the service, Walter was hired by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, where he served as the 
agency's chief of ship construction. After 
20 years of building boats for NOAA, 
Walter launched his own company 
building passenger schooners, owning as 

Though Walter designed and built 
scores of ships in his long career, the 
Bonny Blue was clearly a labor of love. 
He trimmed out her interior with wood 
paneling made from walnut trees cut on 
Iris farm in Kentucky. The ship, which 
Shea renamed the Midnight Lady, 
still features all of Walter’s original 
woodwork. Today, it runs one- to six- 
night cruises on Lake Champlain, 
venturing as far north as Montreal. 

“That Bonny Blue was the best, most 
enjoyable operation, with passengers 
enjoying it more dian any other vessel 
I have ever had anything to do with,” 
Walter recalls wistfully. "Fd still be doing 
it today if 1 weren't getting so old.” 

Why die mermaid? “Dock appeal,’' 
Walter explains. Nothing like a topless 
woman on the front of a boat to draw the 
attention of passersby. 

The Bonny Blue mermaid wasn’t 
Walter's first or only one. He created his 


first in the early 1960s. One day, he had 
her on his workbench when his mother 
stopped in for a visit. 

“She says, ‘Merritt! Those breasts 
are way too big! You have to reduce the 
size!’” he recalls. “1 thought about it, and 
she was right. I guess I got a bit carried 

Walter confesses diat not all his 
mermaids were as eye-catching as the 
Bonny Blue's. He practically shudders 
at the memory of one he made for the 
American Rover, a 150-passenger 
schooner. 

"That turned out as about die ugliest 
doggone woman you ever seen,” he says. 
“Looked like a Neanderdial.” 

The Bonny Blue's mermaid was 
actually crafted from fiberglas — not 
wood, as are most figureheads — with her 
hair made of unbraided nylon line. Each 
strand was soaked in resin and had to be 
individually positioned on die mermaid's 
body before being painted by hand. 

When reached by phone last week, 
Walter was surprised and saddened 
to learn that his favorite mermaid was 
missing. 1 conveyed the news I’d heard 
from Lauritzen: Most of the mermaid's 
body and tail were “lost at sea” during 
Tropical Storm Irene. Only her face 
survived. 

Walter sounded almost eager to 
reconnect with his old flame. 

“If you talk to Mike, tell him to send 
the head on down here, and I’ll remake 
the body for him,” he offered. Later, Shea 
agreed to do just that. 

Venture down to the waterfront these 
days, and you can almost hear the Lone 
Sailor's bronze heart beating again. ® g 
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ith public confidence in 
city hall at an all-time 
low and the long-reign- 
ing Progressive Party 
bowing out Burlington 
voters might hare expected the race for 
mayor to generate a vigorous ideological 
debate. 

It hasn’t. 

Peculiarly, the two candidates who 
appear neck and neck ns they sprint 
toward the finish line freely admit that 
their visions for the city are pretty much 
the same. And so the increasingly bitter 
campaign between them - the most ex- 
pensive in Burlington's history — has fo- 
cused not on substantive policy disputes 
but surface distinctions: biography, par- 
tisan affiliation, geography and. perhaps 


regard to policy." says Kurt Wright a 
city councilor, state representative and 
Republican candidate for mayor. "Really, 
then, it boils down to who do you think 
is ready to lead the city if we have fairly 

Miro Weinberger - a developer, air- 
port commissioner and the Democratic 
nominee - agrees. While Wright portrays 
himself as the steady hand of experience. 
Weinberger wants to be viewed as a new 
voice with a different skill set 

“I think the reason you’re seeing 
some similar positions is that I think 
there’s some broad consensus in these 
areas and I think that consensus has 
existed for some time," Weinberger says. 
“But we haven’t seen much progress on 

The only candidate to pull away 
from the pack is independent Wanda 
Hines, who heads the city's Social Equity 
Investment Project and used to run the 
Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf But 
what differentiates her from the others is 
a puzzling acceptance of the status quo, 
a hazy grasp of policy and an inability to 
marshal a credible campaign. 

And so, even before the polls close on 
Tuesday, March 6, the die has been cast 
The next mayor of Burlington will be a 
business-friendly moderate focused on 
restoring the city’s finances, developing 
the downtown and the waterfront hold- 
ing the line on school and municipal 
taxes, and increasing Burlington's hous- 
ing stock. 

The only question is: Which one will 
it be? 

A Dearth of Ideas 

There has been just one bold idea pro- 
posed in the course of the six-month race 
and, oddly, it came at the start Outlining 
his financial plan last October, Wright 
floated the trial balloon of selling the 
Burlington Electric Department in order 
to shore up the city’s finances. 

The balloon sank, and Wright has been 
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Who will lead the Queen City? By Paul Heintz 


stance against the proposal speaks to 
the perception that he is a milquetoast 
candidate with no core convictions and 
an inability to differentiate himself from 
Wright 

"I was really the only Democrat who 
said I think it’s irresponsible to take 
ttiis folly off die table given that we face 
serious financial challenges. Everything 
needs to be on die table given those chal- 
lenges," Weinberger says. “The only bold 
inidadvc Kurt has put out there is selling 
BED, whereas I’ve saidsellingBED would 
only be 'Plan Z’ if all other plans failed.” 

But Plenty of Debate 

The substandve policy differences be- 
tween Wright and Weinberger are few. 
Both oppose theschool district's proposed 
9.1 percent budget increase. Bodi oppose 
Mayor Bob Kiss’ effort to raise municipal 


taxes by two cents, though both concede 
they mi gilt , in die end. go back to voters to 
ask for just dial. Both believe they can ad- 
dress the city's budget shortfall without 
cutting public safety services. And both 
say their top priority would be to develop 
the city’s downtown and the waterfront, 
while rollingback an ordinance requiring 
half of every new downtown building to 
serve a commercial purpose. 

“There’s been a lot of rhetoric without 
too much specifics, with respect to 

improving the city’s overall 
situation," says City Council 
President Bill Keogh, a 
Democrat and a Weinberger 
supporter. “It appears to me 
the candidates are telling the con- 
stituents really mostly what they 
want to hear. They’ve avoided 
controversy.” 

Instead of debating actual 





ideas, the candidates have instead 
bickered about who has more of them. 
Weinberger has particularly excelled at 
the exercise. Like clockwork, he holds a 
press conference every week or so to an- 
nounce a new plan to address a particular 
dilemma. He assembles a group of knowl- 
edgeable professionals to stand beside 
him as he unveils another set of bullet 
points, which tend to be a medley of the 
obvious, the unachievable and the already 
under way. He then posts the plans on his 
website and refers to them ad nauseam. 

Point two of his financial plan? 
“Weinbeiger would bring a new genera- 
tion of civic leadership and thinking into 
city hall and charge hisadministration with 
working smarter and more efficiently.” 

>v? By "addressing 10 per- 
cent of the problem through 



Anyone But Kiss 

To listen to their stump speeches, you 
might get the impression that both 
Weinberger and Wright are running 
against a guy named Bob Kiss. In a way, 
you’d be right. 

A two-term Progressive mayor. Kiss 
is stepping down after a rocky tenure 
during which financial missteps led to 
a two-notch drop in Burlington's credit 
rating The battle over who will replace 
him has centered on which of the candi- 
dates is more likely to repeat his failures. 

Weinberger has repeatedly character- 
ized Wright who served as city council 
president for a portion of Kiss' tenure, 
as a handmaiden to die mayor. Citing 
votes taken by the city's finance board, 
on which both Wright and Kiss served, 
Weinberger claims that the two voted in 
lockstep 473 out of 474 times. 

Wright argues that the numbers arc 
meaningless - that nearly every vote of 
the finance board is unanimous and that 
most pertain to routine matters. 


In his economic development plan. 

Weinberger says he will "unleash 
the potential of the west side of Pine 
Street” How? By "building the proposed 
Champlain Parkway.” Gee, that was easy! 

The notion that Weinberger is the 
“ideas guy” lias become a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. Ever since the Burlington Free 
Press dubbed him “the man with the 
plans” in an early February editorial, the 
candidate has taken every opportunity to 
trot out the badge in public forums, saying 
with an aw- shucks grin. “You called me 
the man with the plan, and it’s true!" 


THE CANDIDATES 
HAVE INSTEAD 
BICKERED ABOUT WHO 
HAS MORE 
OFTHEM. 


‘The finance board votes that Miro 
talks about [are] really an attempt to try 
to fool people,” Wright said at a debate 
sponsored by Seven Days. "People know 
that I have been critical of Bob Kiss. I ran 
against Bob Kiss. 1 almost beat Bob Kiss. 
So it's not going to work to try to fool 
people that I am a disciple of Bob Kiss.” 

Wright’s campaign, meanwhile, 
argues that Weinberger’s lack of experi- 
ence in the public realm augurs poorly for 
his ability to restore die city’s financial 
health. They say Weinberger reminds 
them of a certain litde-known state leg- 
islator who came from out of the blue to 
win city hall in 2006. 

“Fve heard a lot of folks make the as- 
sociation between Miro and Bob Kiss." 
says City Councilor Paul Decelles. a 
Republican who supports Wright. “Six 

borhood, and when the rest of the city 
met him he seemed like a great guy. Folks 
are apprehensive this time that they don't 
know enough about [Weinberger]." 



Ironically, the candi- 
date most likely to follow 
Kiss’ lead is the one diat nei- 
ther Wright nor Weinberger 
talks about: Wanda Hines. A 
longtime Kiss ally - when 
she ran the Chittenden 
Emergency Food Shelf, Kiss 
was head of the organization 
that oversees it - Hines has 
displayed remarkable loyalty to her 
boss at city hall and obliviousness 
to his failings. 

“We know that Burlington 
Telecom was a big ._ that wasn’t 
okay,” Hines said at a Burlington Free 
Press debate. “And so I’m not going to, I 
don’t know that for sure. I'm not going to 
sit here and say that I don't trust anything 
that comes out of city hall becausewhat's 
going on at dty hall although it’s hap- 
pening under Bob Kiss’ administration, I 
can't speak for the finance team." 


The Consummate 
Politician 


Wright's is a political career of winning 
and losing — but nearly always running. 
As his Democratic opponent is quick to 
point out, this is Wright's 15th race in 
18 years. It is his third run for mayor of 
Burlington and. he claims, his last 

"If I lose this, this is my last chance 
— ray last race for mayor," he says on a 
recent weekday morning over a breakfast 
of scrambled eggs, bacon and home fries. 

Sitting at the Handy's Lunch counter, 
Wright recalls die first time he got in- 
volved in Burlington politics. It was 1992 
and a Republican, Peter Brownell was 
planning to challenge the Progressive in- 
cumbent, Peter Clavelle, in the next year's 
mayoral election 

“I was one of the volunteers who did a 
ton of stuff, from writing letters to help- 
ing organize events to, I think, doing my 
own radio ad," he says. 

Republican or Democrat to control dty 
hall in the past 30 years. Wright was 
inspired and decided to challenge a 20- 
year incumbent state representative for 
a seat representing die New North End. 
Wright lost by five votes, but the next 
year he earned a seat on the Burlington 
City Coundl and his political career was 
launched. 

Despite his lengthy career in public 


office. Wright doesn't exactly give the 
impression that he stays up late ponder- 
ing the policy problems of the world. His 
legislative record appears to be guided 
by' political expediency rather than core 
convictioa And his concrete accomplish- 
ments in the legislature are few and far 
between: one of die only Wright-authored 
bills to be signed into law lets bar patrons 
purchase two drinks at a time. The issue 
that appears to animate him the most is 
Burlington^ bike path. 

Wight feeds off the backslapping, 
horse trading and glad-handing of elec- 
toral politics. He is quick to hop up from 
die counter at Handy’s to buttonhole a 
departing customer, lest he miss out on 

ager. Democratic City Councilor Dave 
Hartnett, shows up and takes a seat at die 
counter, it doesn't take long for the two 
to get going about Jimmy and Bobby and 
Frankie and all the guys they used to hang 
around with back in the day. 

The two met when Hartnett worked 
a delivery route for Groff’s Potato Chips 
and Wright managed Kerry's Kwik Stop, a 
convenience store on St. Paul Street. 

“We just started talking politics, base- 
ball Burlington.” Hartnett recalls. 'There 
was a group of friends that land of hung 

It’s this sort of blue-collar shtick that 
has been diebread and butter of Wright's 
campaign, which gives off the impression 
that it’s just a couple of good old boys 
trying to do right by the city they love. 
Never mi nd the fact that the out fit is 1 argly 
funded by $1000 checks from a veritable 
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Battle for 
Burlington 

who's who of wealthy Republican donors, 
real estate magnates and developers. 

“People know I'm a blue-collar person 
that managed a small business, that's had 
a lot of different jobs, that’s moved up the 
political ladder in Burlington," Wright 
says. “I struggle to pay my taxes just like 
they do. I'm middle class." 

Implicit in Wight's pitch is that while 
he is a man of the people, Weinberger — 
a Yale- and Harvard-educated man of 
means from the Upper Valley — is not. 
While Hartnett is quick to deny that the 
campaign is engaging in class warfare, he 
can't help but to point out a distinct other- 
ness he perceives in Weinberger. 

'The other main rival in this campaign, 

Burlington, has no real ties or connections 
to Burlington,” Hartnett says. “I know he's 
lived here four or fire years, but I’ve never 
seen him at a city council meeting before 
he decided to run... He was just never in- 
knowing people and knowing Burlington. 
I think thatS where the blue-collar thing 

No matter that Weinberger has lived in 
Burlington for a decade and, like Wight 
was born and raised in Vermont 

Whither the Progs? 

The other place "the blue-collar thing 
comes in” is in the Old North End. the 
heart of Burlington's working-class com- 
munity and a longtime stronghold of the 
city's Progressive Party. 

Since 1981. when independent Bernie 
Sanders won a narrow, four-way con- 
test for mayor. Old North Endcrs have 
consistently provided a crucial boost for 
progressive-oriented candidates. Without 
a Progressive on the ballet this year, their 
votes are decidedly up for grabs. 

A longtime resident of the Old North 
End herself, Hines has focused her 
campaign on turning out friends and 
neighbors - and registering new voters. 
Weinberger, too, has reached out to the 
neighborhoods, earning an endorsement 
this week from the Somali Bantu com- 
munity. But according to four longtime 
Progressive Party stalwarts - none of 
whom was willing to speak on the record 
a surprising number are leaning toward 
the Republican in the race. They say 
Weinberger's inability to connect with 

than-fiill-throated support for BED and 
his opposition to the school budget have 
turned off Progressive voters. 

"I think [Wright] definitely has a 
better hand than the Republicans have 
ever had in the Old North End," says City 
Councilor Vince Brennan, the only elected 
Progressive to publicly endorse Wright. "I 
think we feel he has been around a while 
and is a proven leader.” 


A Former Mayor’s New Direction 


P eter Clavelle was about 5 years old 
when he asked his mother, 'What can 
I be when l grow up?" Eleanor Clavelle 
remembers. She repl led, ‘You can be 
whatever you want to be." 

As it turned out. Clavelle became city 
manager of his native Winooski inthe 
1970s and was appointed in 1983 by then- 
mayor Bernie Sanders as the first director 
of Burlington's Commu mty and Economic 
Development Office. The prematurely bald 
and round-faced French Canadian known 
as "Moon" went on to become the longest- 
serving mayor in Burlington^ history, 
winning seven of eight elections and 
holding the office for a total of 14 years. 

Now. at age 62. Clavelle has moved 
to Albania. He has a five-year contract 
to oversee a local governance project in 
the eastern European country. Albania is 


it is five t 





has achieved. "He was always the biggest 
risk takerof the bunch.' she notes. 

Moving to Albania may not entail 
much of a physical risk — except Peter 
Clavelle notes, from the 'crazy drivers' — 
but it’s an adventure most Social Security- 
eligible Vermonters would be unlikely 
to contemplate. Language may be the 
biggest challenge. Albanian is a blend of 
two dialects Ghegand Tosk, "but with a 
bigger influence of Tosk as compared to 
the Grieg," according to Wikipedia. 

'People our age are keying for 
transibons' says Clavelle's wife Betsy 
Ferries, 64. Tor some, that means a 
warmer climate. In my own life I've gained 
a lot of richness from living in other 
countries' 

In separate interviews. Clavelle and 
Ferries each identified as a transformative 

mid-'90s. It persuaded them to commit 
to overseas development work once their 
children were grown and Vermont politics 
was no longer at the center of their lives. 

Burlington voters decided 'it was time 
for me to take a sabbatical,' Clavelle says 
of the outcome of the 1993 election, won 
by Republican Peter Brownell, that left 
him unexpectedly jobless. The ex-mayor 
found work as a project manager in 
Grenada through Associates in Rural 
Development ( ARD). a Burlington-based 
Internabonal consulting firm. 

Clavelle had already begun 
giving concrete expression to the 
Internationalist interests that he says 
he inherited from his mother. "She was 
always very fond of geography." Clavelle 
says, adding. "She encouraged us to 
explore.' As mayor, he played a key role 
in establishing or sustaining Burlington's 
relations with such far-flung cities as 
Puerto Cabezas in Nicaragua, Yaroslavl in 
Russia Bethlehem in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Arad in Israel itself. 

It was through ARO. founded in 
1977 by Vermonter George BurrilL that 
Clavelle was tapped to work in Albania 

International Development. Since 2007, 
ARD has been a subsidiary of California- 
based Tetra Tech, a global services 


A HIGH-RISE APARTMENT 

IN 00WNT0WN TIRANA SO AS 10 LIVE 


corporation with 13.000 employees and 
annual revenues in excess of $2.5 billion. 

Clavelle has been an ARD employee 
since leaving the mayor's office In 
2006, working for part of that time in 
sketchy settings such as Afghanistan 
and South Sudan. Conditions there 
were 'challenging," Clavelle says, but 
the work was 'fascinating' He has also 
held consultant posts in Gaza Jordan 
and Uganda. Ferries says veteran U.S. 
foreign-service workers desen be Albania. 

the international-development field.' 

Tirana Albania's capital, isa pleasant 
walkable city with leafy stieetsand 
numerous cafes, Clavelle says via Skype. 
He's negotiating a lease on a high-rise 
apartment in downtown Tirana so as to 
live among Albanians rather than in an 
expatriate enclave. A short distance from 

a cosmopolitan center where English is 
widely spoken, Clavelle notes. Although 
most of its citizens are Muslim. Albania 
is a secular country and "the most pro- 
Amencan place I've ever been to." the world 

year communist era that ended in 1990. 
dictator Enver Hoxha Isolated the country 
not only from the rest of Europe, but 
from the Soviet empire as well. Albania 
earned notoriety —and locked itself into 
poverty and ideological zealotry — as 
a close ally of China until the death of 
Mao Zedong in 1976. Not long after the 
collapse of communism, and years before 
Bernie Madoffs swindles were exposed, a 
national Ponzi scheme caused Albania's 
economy to crumble. 

The country's turnaround has been 
startling, observes Clavelle. who first 
visited in 1996 to inaugurate a program 
twinning Lake Champlain with Lake 
Ohrid, which straddles Albania and 
Macedonia. Today. Ferries points out that 
Albania is best known internationally as 


E the birthplace of Mother Teresa and. in 
f the U.S.. as the ancestral home of both 
jj John Belushi. a 'Saturday Night Live" 

* comedian who died of a drug overdose. 

i Mu rad. the inventor of Viagra. 

£ The country's unspoiled Adriatic coast 

version of the Riviera. 

Albania has some serious social 
problems, including sex trafficking of 
young women, often from the countiys 
Roma minority. Ferries says she hopes 
to find work, either as a volunteer or paid 
employee, with an organization combating 

counselor in the Essex schools for many 
years, Ferries worked most recently as 
director of Mercy Connections, a Burlington 
charitable organization associated with the 
Sisters of Mercy. 

Interviewed in the kitchen of her home 
on South Union Street. Ferries confesses 
that it isn’t easy to leave Bu rlington 
behind. Three of the couple's four children 
-Luke. 27; Wilt 23: and Awll,20 - live In 
the Queen City, while Jae. 24. works for 
an international development company 
in San Francisco. Femes and Clavelle are 
the legal guardians of Awil. a refugee from 
Somalia who's set to graduate in June 
from Burlington High School. 

Because the/re selling their house. 
Ferries must find an adoptive home for the 
couple's 12-year-old terner. Freddie, who 
still bounces excitedy when she tosses 

It's easy now to stay in touch via 
the internet Femes notes — unlike the 
difficulty of international communication 
tack in the day.' Email and internet 
phone calls are not however, a sufficient 
substitute for physical proximity. Ferries 
continues, saying. There's noway I'll 
let more than six months pass without 

When she and Clavelle do return 
to Burlington, the/ll find it governed 
by a mayor who. for the first time In 31 
years, does not have close ties to the 
Progressives. Clavelle.a Prog who became 
a Democrat priorto his unsuccessful 
race for governor in 2004. says he left 
Burlington with 'mixed emotions,' 
including concern forhis eightysomething 
parents who still live in Winooski. 

He expresses pride and confidence in 
the prosperity and 'dynam ism' of a city 
that remains 'a very comfortable place to 
live." Burlington will overcome its current 
difficulties. Clavelle predicts noting that 
when he was mayor he grappled with 
budget problems that sometimes seemed 
unsolvable. ‘Oh. my God," he recalls saying 
on occasion. 'How are we ever going to 
balance the books?" 

Current Mayor Bob Kiss 'gets a bad 
rap insome ways." Clavelle asserts. While 
acknowledging the 'daunting" challenges 
posed by all-but-officially-bankrupt 
Burlington Telecom, the ex-mayor cites 
Kistf record of avoiding an increase In 
property taxes and carrying out extensive 
repairs of the city's streetsand sidewalks 

So does he miss starring as king of the 
Oueen City?"Not really.' Clavelle responds. 


a new chapter of my life.' 


KEVIN J. KELLEY 


But Sen. Tim Ashe (D/P-Chittenden), 
who narrowly lost the Democratic may- 
oral nomination to Weinberger, cautions 
that the influence of Progressive leader- 
shipon rank-and-file voters is limited. 

“If by that we mean die most hard- 
core. partisan Progressives, die fact that 
only 30 or 40 attended the Progressive 
caucus suggests that it is unlikely to be the 
critical lynchpin to victory.” he says. Ashe 
has endorsed Weinberger. 

A New New North End? 

For a Republican like Wright to win in 
such an overwhelmingly left-of-eenter 
city, he will have to turn out the vote in 
Burlington^ traditional pocket of conser- 
vatism: the suburban neighborhoods of 
the New North End. 

Dec ell es, the Republican city councilor 
who is running for reelection in Ward 7, 
believes turnout will be “astronomical,” 
owing to two heavily contested city coun- 
cil races. Even more compelling is the 
proposed school budget increase, which 
he predicts will motivate fiscally conser- 
vative voters who tend to support Wright. 

"1 would almost wager that the school 
budget in Ward 7 will go down almost 
two-to-one. It’s going to go down in Ward 
4, as well." he says. “Money questions 
always do out here.” 

Others say the New North End 

stereotype. 

“1 think particularly in the southern 
end of the ward where I live, you’re seeing 
some changing demographics with new 
residents, younger families," says Tom 
Ayres, a Democrat who is running for 
Decelles’ seat. “I think that runs counter 
to the perception of the New North End 
being a very settled community of long- 
time residents.” 

Bryan Aubin, a Democrat who is run- 
ning for a council seat on the other side of 
North Awn no, says he is seeing a surpris- 
ing amount of support for Weinberger. 

"There’s definitely a lot of support for 
Kurt but I have found some support for 
Miro." he says. “Honestly, from my per- 
spective. it feels a bit 50-50.” 

The Uncomfortable 
Candidate 

In contrast to the outsider image he has culti- 
vated. Weinberger is a longtime behind-the- 
scenes operative who helped the Democratic 
Party take over the Vermont Senate in 1996 
and the Vermont House in 2004. 

In his first outing as a candidate, 
Weinberger lias run an almost comically 
professional campaign. He has three full- 
time staffers, a cadreof Burlington's young 
professional class advising him, a state 
party pouring resources into the race, and 
a governor and congressional delegation 
raising money and campaigning beside 
him. Weinberger has crushed previous 
fundraising records, collecting $110,000 


— nearly as much as the entire mayoral 
field combined in the 2009 race. 

And yet the candidate himself suffers 
from a crippling inability to interact with 

Weinberger is unfairly criticized for 
failing to connect with the working class. 
The reality is that he simply can’t connect 
with anybody, aside from his core support- 
ers. At debates, his answers are consis- 
tently on-message - you will never hear 
him respond without mentioning that he 
will bring “a fresh start” to Burlington - 
but his delivery is halting, awkward and 
defensive. The Burlington Free Press called 
him “the diligent student” in an editorial, 
but one observer, criticizing Weinberger’s 
depth of knowledge of city affairs, said. 
“He's the guy who memorized the Cliff's 
Notes, but never read the novel." 

Weinberger spent a recent rainy after- 


WRIGHTFEEDS OFFTHE 

BACKSLAPPING, 
HORSE TRADING 
AND GLAD-HANDING 

OF E1EGT0RAL POLITICS. 


noon canvassing King and Maple streets 
with a college-age intern and a reporter 
in tow. Nearly every time he knocked on a 
door, a similar scenario played out: 

“I'm Miro.” he says, looking expec- 
tantly at the resident who comes to the 
door, hoping for a glimmer of recognition 

"Weinberger," he adds. 

"I’m running for mayor," he says, look- 
ing away, his voice trailing off. 

Sometimes Weinberger’s obvious dis- 
comfort prompts the prospective voter to 
take the initiative and start a conversation. 
If not, he continues: 

"Are you following the mayor’s race?" 
Weinberger asks. “If you have any ques- 
tions, I’m happy to answer them.” 

The interactions bring to mind the 
moment in 1979 when Teddy Kennedy, 
asked why he wanted to be president 
couldn't quite answer the question. You 
get tile sense from Weinberger that he 
really does want to be mayor, but he's not 
entirely sure why — and he really can't 
stand making the hard sell. 

Eventually, Weinberger and the 
intern come upon a handful of UVM and 
Champlain College students who appear 
marginally interested in listening to the 
candidate — or. at least are a little more 
polite. Weinberger registers a number of 
them and even manages to articulate his 
vision to one: He wants to grow business, 
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support die creative economy and make 
Burlington more livable, he says. 

When he returns to a previously visited 
Champlain College apartment to drop off 
an absentee ballot, Weinberger is cornered 
by a paj ama- wearing New Jerseyan, whose 
room is distinguished by a stolen street 
sign, a beer pong table, a case of mac 'n' 
cheese and a three- foot bong. 

“My roommate and I were wondering; 
What’s your stanceonmedi cal marijuana?” 
the student asks, suppressing a grin. 

“I'm supportive of having a dispensary 
here in Burlington." Weinberger responds, 
palpably uncomfortable. "Beyond dial. I 
haven't taken a position.” 

“I’m open to the arguments,” he says, 
his voice trailing off, looking for the exit. 

A Tech Superstar 

If there’s one crowd dial does appear to 
venerate Weinberger, it’s Burlington’s 
vibrant and growing technological and 

“Who Miro is as a person, how he 
communicates, his own use and adoption 
of technology - all these things resonate 
widi people in our industry" says Ted 
Adler, founder and president of Union 
Street Media. 

tous presence on social media platforms. 
A local web marketer, Nate Orshan, posted 
a music video called “Let’s Go Miro" on 
YouTube, and it has since been viewed 
more than 900 times. Burlington's Thread 
Magazine, which caters to the techie 
crowd, splashed a GQ-esque shot of a 
sweater-clad Weinberger on its cover, ac- 
companied by a hagiographic treatise that 
recalls the worshipful coverage of Barack 
Obama during the 2008 presidential 
campaign. 

‘1 think a lot of the people in die tech 
community respond well to a younger, 
more modern entrepreneur. The fact that 
he has some education too is also an attrac- 
tive feature," Orshan says. “Kurt is a really 
nice guy, a super guy. On the other hand, 
he does not look like that younger, more 
youthful, techie demographic." 

To many in Burlington’s creative 
class and the city’s southern, 
ably Democratic wards, Wt 
education and pedigree is 
drawback. 

"People say he 
doesn't have the expe- 
rience that needs to be 
brought to city hall to 
do the mayor’s work, 
but certainly he’s 
a pretty bright guy 
and I think he’d be a 
pretty quick study,” 
says Democratic City 
Councilor Norm 


A Party Affair 


One of the greater distinctions between 
Weinberger’s and Wright’s campaigns is 
the extent to which the two have relied 
on their respective political parties for 
support 

In Weinberger's case, it is evident that 
die state Democratic Party is all in - and 
for good reason. As Vermont has turned 
bluer and bluer, the party has claimed 
nearly every significant political office in 
the state. One of the last golden rings elud- 
ing it is Burlington City HalL 

“Burlington was a Democratic city for 
a very long time, and it's been a very long 
time since we've had a Democratic mayor,” 
says party chairman Jake Perldnson. “So I 
diink it makes a lot of sense for the party 
to advocate for a Democratic candidate in 
Burlington." 

The arrangement between the party 
and die candidate is fairly typical. The 
party has financed mailers, leant the 




search and housed the campaign’s 
headquarters. In total, it has given $6500 
in concrete, in-kind contributions, though 
its overall impact on the campaign - fac- 
toring in staff time is undoubtedly far 

The Wright campaign and newly 
elected Vermont GOP chairman Jack 
Lindley think the coordination is inappro- 
priate for a local election. 

"It's highly unusual that a state party 
would be involved in municipal politics. 
Heretofore, I don't think that's really 


happened," Lindley says. “But when you’re 
a shark like the Democrats and you bite at 
everything, dial's the way it is." 

Wright claims that he has distanced 
his campaign entirely from the state 
Republican Party apparatus. And yet, the 
guy who sits in the corneroffice of Wright's 
Courthouse Plaza campaign headquar- 
ters is the party’s former, two-time ex- 
ecutive director, Tayt Brooks. Wright and 
Hartnett alternately describe Brooks as 
"just a friend," "the office manager," and 
"somebody who handles the phones and 
computers." But in reality. Brooks, a paid 
staffer since December, appears to be run- 

Weinberger’s campaign has worked 
hard, too, to maintain the illusion that it's 
acting independently. But diere is no real 
distinction between the campaign and the 
Democratic Party in the Battery Street 
office they share. The party communica- 
tion director’s desk is 10 feet away from 
that of Weinberger’s spokesperson, Mike 
Kanarick. And despite the good cop/ 
bad cop game they play - with die party 
serving as attack dog and die Weinberger 
campaign staying positive — the two enti- 
ties are essentially one and the same. 

When the party sent out a ham-fisted 
press release last week accusing Wright of 
"borrowing” language from a Washington 
State Republican in a “partisan" manner, 
the Weinberger campaign did not return 
calls for comment Asked the next day 
whether he had seen the hit before it was 
released, Kanarick said. “Yes, I did.” 

Asked whether he had approved it, 
Kanarick said. "It’s not our place to ap- 
prove or not The party plays a role in 




OF PINE STREET/ HOW? 

BY “BUILDING 
THE PROPOSED 
CHAMPLAIN 
PARKWAY.” GEE, 
THAI WAS EASY! 


helping die public understand who Kurt 
Wright is.” 

What It Takes to Win 

Turning out the New North End won't 
guarantee Wright a win. He'll also have to 
make inroads in the Old North End and cut 
into Weinberger’s base in the city’s south- 
ern wards. 

For Weinberger to emerge victorious, 
he'll have to unite the disparate factions 
of the Democratic base and rally a sizable 
portion of the Progressive vote to his side. 

Both will have to ensure that Hines foils 
to cut into their margins enough to prompt 
a runoff, which would be triggered if no 
candidate wins 40 percent of die vote. 

It's still unclear whcdier Weinberger 
has won over the supporters of his ad- 
versaries in the Democratic caucus. His 
former opponents — Ashe, City Councilor 
Bram Kranichfeld and Rep. Jason Lorber 
(D-Burlington) — have all declared them- 
selves pro-Miro. but none of the three have 
taken an active role in campaigning for him. 

"1 think [Weinberger] has done a good 
job reaching out to everyone in the party” 
Kranichfeld says. 

Ashe is a litde more reserved in his 
assessment 

“I think there are many people who 
supported me who are strongly behind 
Mini, and there are probably. I’m guessing 
there are some who are still trying to make 
up their minds,” Ashe says. ‘Miro and I do 
not agree on everything and we are very 
different stylistically and personality-wise, 
but when it comes down to it, he has pro- 
gressive Democratic values. The question 
will be; Is he able to communicate that 
effectively?” 

At a Weinberger rally and fundraiser 
last week at the historically blue-collar 
Saint John’s Club, Democratic office- 
holders, donors and volunteers came 
together to demonstrate their support for 
the party's standard bearer. The highlight 
of the program came when T.J. Donovan 
— the Chittenden County State’s Attorney 
and a former Kranichfeld supporter - 
gave a speech exhorting his fellow party- 
members to bury the hatchet and come 
together. 

“We’re Democrats and Democrats 
debate Democrats argue. Democrats light— 
But when we’re done fighting we come 
together," Donavan shouted. “That’S loyalty. 
Loyalty to each other, loyalty to this town, 
loyalty to the Democratic Party. It’s time to 
show our loyalty to our nominee. Miro" 

Surrounded by adoring supporters sip- 
ping glasses of wine and beer, Weinberger 
gave his strongest most self-confident 
speech in weeks. Orshan was summoned to 
the front of the room, where he strummed 
"Let’s Go Miro” on his guitar. The audi- 
ence sang along to the chorus and clapped 
their hands over their heads. Unity was at 
hand, at least in this room. © 

Tim Ashe is the domestic partner of Seven 
Days publisher and coeditor Paula Routly. 
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NO "FURTHER STUDY" 

[Re ‘Track, No: Vermont Looks North 
to Quebec as It Considers a Ban on 
Natural-Gas Drilling” February 8]: I 
vote “No Fracking in Vermont!’’ Ditto 
for our close neighbor to the north, 
Quebec. The reason for this position 
is simply because further “studying” 
will never be conclusive. This is due 
to what is known as the Halliburton 
Loophole in the Clean Water Act of 
1973 because it was widely perceived 
to have come about as a result of die 
efforts of Vice President Dick Cheney’s 
Energy Task Force. Cheney was the 
former CEO of Halliburton. Essentially, 
Congress amended the Clean Water 
Act to exempt those using Halliburton 
technology to fracture the earth to ex- 
tract gas. Effectively, gas companies can 
inject chemicals and substances into 
the ground where our drinking water is 
without telling the EPA or anyone else 
what those substances are and how they 
will affect us and for how long. 

So, “further study” will never be able 
to predict the impact — maybe only the 
possible results of past practices. Even 
those results are easily denied by the 
gas companies. "Further study” will, 
however, give gas company lobbyists 
further opportunity to work on our gov- 
ernmental leadership while waiting for 
a more opportune time to seek approval 
for “testing" and outright fracking. 

Tom Mulyca 
EAST BERKSHIRE 

Kathryn Flagg responds: The letter 
writer brings up an important point 
about hydraulic fracturing: The practice 
is extremely unregulated. The so-called 
Halliburton Loophole was tucked into the 
2005 Bush/Cheney version of the Energy 
Policy Act, exempting fracking from 
regulation under the Safe Drinking Water 
Act Specifically, the loophole exempts 
companies from disclosing what's in the 
fluids they use to frack. Different states 
have gone onto regulate the issue in vari- 
ous ways, and now some require compa- 
nies to disclose what’s in their fluids, with 
wiggle room for preserving trade secrets. 
While efforts have been made at closing 
the Halliburton Loophole - most re- 
cently the Fracturing Responsibility and 
Awareness of Chemicals Act, or FRAC — 
none have been successful so far. 


WE RE MAKING PROGRESS 

Ken Picard's article last week certainly 
disclosed views and past experiences of 
some former school district employees 
[“Did Race Play a Role in the Recent 
Departure of a Burlington Principal?" 
February 22], But it did not sited light on 
our successful current work on diversity 


issues. While we may not always get 
tilings right, and it may take a while to 
change paradigms in both the school 
and larger community, Burlington 
teachers and staff care deeply about 
issues of race and equity and are com- 
mitted to improving the education of 
our students. 

Specifically, we have revised our 
hiring and recruitment procedures to 
ensure all staff hired are culturally com- 
petent and to increase racial/ethnic di- 
versity among our faculty. Professional 
development focuses on cultural com- 
petence. A board-appointed task force 
researched best practices in diversity 
and equity with recommendations for a 
strategic plan to be in place by October, 
20X2. A new board committee is specifi- 
cally charged to focus on diversity and 
equity issues in the district. Our diver- 
sity office is developingan annual report 
card highlighting data. We are revising 
our harassment policy. 

The issues of race, diversity and 
equity are part of our everyday lives. 
In my time in Burlington schools, die 
awareness and focus on these issues 
has been constant; now we are turning 
up the heat. Progress requires a steady 
focus while consistently and unabash- 
edly putting one foot in front of die 
other. I appreciate the commitment of 
the Burlington faculty, administration 
and community in working on these 
issues. Our vision is clear: to ensure our 
school community is welcoming just 
and safe for all students and families. 

Jeanne Collins 
SHELBURNE 
Collins is superintendent of the 
Burlington School District. 


MONTPELIER'S CHOICE 

[“Can a Tax Hike Save Montpelier from a 
Capital Crisis?" February 15] stated that 
Montpelier has approximately 8000 
residents with 20,000 daily visitors. 
That would suggest that the visitors 
make up 71 percent of die public daily. 
That would also suggest that 71 percent 
of the tax revenue would be generated 
by the visitors. That’s a very good return 
for the full-time residents. 

However, the real problem is the in- 
ability to deal with the economic reali- 
ties of liberal policies that can never say 
no. Government either has to make re- 
alistic cuts in spending or the taxpayer 
lias to agree to allow die government to 
make direct withdrawals from their ac- 
counts thatwill enable local government 
to continue to spend ad nauseam. If you 
had an unbiased auditor's professional 
report, they would almost certainly find 
between 7 and 10 percent waste and 
abuse in every government program. 

George Lair 
SEARSBURG 
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in person: 153 Main St., Burlington 
i: 802-86-FLYNN, v/relay • online: www.flynntix.org 


JUST ANNOUNCED AND ON SALE 

4/5 THU 


4/21 SAT 
4/22 SUN 

4/28SM 
4/28SAT 
5/2 WED 
S/10 THU 

5/11 FBI 
5/11 fill 
5/25 FRI 


xh ond Chong: *Gel it Legal” @ Atomorial AnNoitim 
i Ailey America! Donee Thealei (on sole to Flynn membas now; the general pubic 3/5) 


Ttoile, Pori; Boys® Rynn MahStnge 

the general pubic 3/26) @ Fly 
Feist @ Flynn MainSloge 

"Peter Pon" (5/1 1-20) @ Atoin Stieet Landing Black Box Theotei 
Strange Geek Compoul Festival (5/25-27)® Comp fee-wonee, Greenfield. MA 


3/1 Fill 
3/2 SA1 
3/2SAI 
3/3 WED 
3/7 WED 
3/9 Fill 
3/9 FRI 
3/10 SA1 
3/10 SAT 
3/11 SUN 
3/15 1HU 
3/17SAT 
3/20TUE 
3/21 WED 
3/22 THU 
3/23 FBI 
3/23 FB 
3/23 FB 
3/24 SAT 
3/24 SAT 
3/24 SAT 
3/25 SUN 
3/27 TUE 
3/30 FB 
3/30 FB 
3/30 FB 
3/31 SAT 
3/31 SAT 
3/31 SAT 

3/31 SAT 
3/31 SAT 


-Pino” in 3D @AAojestk 10. W1 


tie Wonder @ Flynn AtaStogc 


Zoch Deputy Bond ©The Rusty Noil, Stowe 

The Vermont Stoge Compony. "Shirley Valentine' ( 3 / 7-1 1 , 3 / 1 4-1 8 ) @ FlynnSpoce 
Frederic Chiu «3> UVM Recital Holl 
AXIS Donco^Compcn 1 ©Fly™ MoinStoge 

Vermont Symphony Orchestra @ Flynn MoinStoge 
Golden Dragon Aaobds cf Chino @ Flynn MainSloge 
Brood woy Notional Tour "South Pocific' @ Flynn MoinStoge 
A St. Patrick's Doy Celebration with Lunasa @ Flynn MohStogo 
Community Onemo: "Reienge of the EloctricCar” @ FlynnSpoce 
"ICON:" A New Ploy by Seth Jarvis ( 3 / 21 - 24 , 3 / 28 - 31 ) @ Off Center for the Dramatic Arh 
Win o Dote with loon Rivers @ FlynnSpoce 
The Musk of Phil line lecturing ACME and Theo Bleckmonn @ FlynnSpoce 
(form ond the Kontrabaid @ UVM Recital Hoi 
G2A of the WvTong Clai @ The Rusty Nail. Slave 
Trey McIntyre Proiect @^FIynn MoinSloge 

Burlington Chamber Orchestra @ McCoilhy Arts Center, Winooski 
Spirit of Uganda® Flynn MoinSloge 
Broodway Nohonol Tour Atonty Python’s "Spomolof @ Flynn MoinStoge 
Paul Zoloom: 'White lie Me: A Honky Dory Puppet Show" ( 3 / 30-31 ) @ FlymSpoce 




Barefoot Truth® The Rusty Nod Stowe 
Alike Dorsey: "The Agony ond the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs' @ Flynn MoinStoge 
Scop-Drag drum duo© North End Studios. StutioA 
Bill Kirdien® Emerald Grand Ballroom. Sheraton Burfngton Hotel 
8 Conference Center 

What’s Alive Inside? ©Chose Mill, Suite 250 
Enter the Hoggis @ The Italy Noil, Stowe 





Think Globally, — i 

1 Ski Locally 

A memorable hut-to-hut ski tour in Vermont ... inspires a repeat 

3 BY BRIAN MOHR AND EMILY JOHNSON 

■ s it possible to embark on a world- 

^ ■ class skiing adventure right out our 

■ back doors here in Vermont? Last 
w ■ February, a crew of backcountry 
5 skiers from the Burlington, Stowe and 
z Mad River Valley regions intended to 
| find out. We were lucky enough to be 

there among them. 

Motivated by the abundant 
snowpack in the mountains last 
season, skier Dan Smith of Burlington 
(a mayoral candidate in 2009) couldn’t 
§ get the idea of a three -day, descent- 
's filled backcountry ski tour out of his 
n head. The tour would take us from a 


friend’s home in Bolton, to another’s 
near Moscow, and then to the Smith 
family's cabin in Underhill — before 
skiing over Mansfield and back to 
Moscow again. 

Our friend Mike Welch of Moscow 
put things in perspective a few days 
before setting off: “Why head to British 
Columbia when we’ve got some of die 
best snow in the country right here?" 
That Canadian province offers some 
of the world's best hut-to-hut skiing 
opportunities. 

No doubt about it, last year's ski 
season was one for the record books 


— one that Vermont snow lovers, at least 
until last weekend's snowstorm, have 
looked back on wistfully. 

Our group of skiers included 
Smith and his fiancee, Lindsay Peet, 
and nearly 10 other friends, male and 
female. After siding away from Scott 
Fleckenstein’s Bolton home on day 
one, we proceeded to climb — using 
climbing skins - and then enjoyed five 
powder-coated descents dirough and 
north of the backcountry near Bolton 
Mountain. 

Just before dark we arrived at the 
Moscow home of Welch and his wife. 


Sarah Nestor, who would host us that 
night. We were tired and eager to eat, 
hydrate and get a good night's sleep. 
Several local friends dropped in for 
dinner and the camaraderie. A light 
snow was fallingoutside. 

Kevin Thompson of Waterbury 
exclaimed that he couldn't wait to get 
up the next morning. It was unclear 
whether he was more excited about the 
skiing to come or the delicious breakfast 
that awaited us. 

On day two, we crossed to the west 
side of the Green Mountain Divide 
and logged five more memorable 




runs. We spent the day skiing under 
the canopy of the hardwood forest, 
climbing through ice-riddled stream 
gullies, discovering rocky caverns and 
occasionally stopping to share food or 
enjoy the view. The route combined 
terrain that some of us knew well 
with a few areas that none of us had 
yet explored. We spotted partridge, 
snowshoe hare and moose tracks. 

As darkness fell, we arrived to 
fresh snow on the porch of our cozy 
Underhill cabin. And once again, we 
were hungry. More friends joined us 
for dinner here, and then we prepared 
for an early start to our third and final 
day of the tour. 



I HAVE NEVER 
WORKED SO HARD 
FOR SKIING 
IN MY FIFE, 

OR ENJOYED II 
SO MUCH. 





The forecast called for snow, 
sleet and high winds, and a possible 
changeover to rain the next morning 
- exciting conditions for crossing 
the summit of Mt. Mansfield. By late 
morning, we were descending the 
mountain atop a fresh coat of sleet- 
infused powder, via the historic ski 
trails of the Ranch Valley near Stowe. 
The skiing was fast and fun. Only one 
more climb remained before our final 
stop back in Moscow. 

“I have never worked so hard for 
skiing in my life, or enjoyed it so 
much," reminisces Nestor now. “It 
was definitely the most interesting, 
challenging and rewarding weekend of 
skiing I've ever had, in New England or 
anywhere else." 

Adds Maggie McDonald of Stowe, 
“It was also pretty awesome to share 
the skiing with such a dynamic group of 
friends - even if Dan and Mike tried to 
steal all the fresh lines." 

Will the snow gods bless us with 
enough snow to pull off another, 
even longer, tour this season? Last 
weekend’s abundant snowfall in the 
mountains was a very good sign. Let’s 
hope it keeps up. © 




89 Main at City Center, Montpelier 
www.artisanshand.com - online gifts 



DENGUE FEVER? 

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
HAD DENGUE FEVER 
TO HELP US DEVELOP 
A VACCINE AGAINST IT. 

Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 


■ A 1 year study with two doses 
of vaccine or placebo 

■ Healthy adults 18-50 

• Screening visit, dosing visits 
and follow up visits 
- Up to $2,1 20 compensation 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


Call 656-00 13 or 
fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


The Descendants 


Book review: Washed in the Blood by Lisa Alther 


BY MARGOT HARRISON 


S ometimes a good author and an 
endcing concept yield a book 
that just doesn't work. But it's 
rarer for an author to take up 
the same subject twice and make it work 
the second time. 

Burlington's Lisa Alther does that 
in her new novel, Washed in the Blood. 
It’s essentially a fictional reworking of 
the themes from Kinfolks: Falling Off 
the Family Ttee (2007), the first memoir 
from this author who is best known for 
her 1975 best seller 
Kinflicks. While 
no masterpiece, 
Alther's return to 
fiction is a plot-driven, absorbing read 
even at nearly 500 pages — that reminds 
us that colorful storytelling is her forte. 

In Kinfolks, Aldter set out to solve 
the mystery of her ancestry. Raised in 
the deep South with a grandmother 
who touted her early-settler pedigree, 
Alther came to suspect later in life that 
she'd been kept away from certain rural 
family members because they were 
Melungeons - isolated Appalachians 
of mixed European, African and Native 
American ancestry. Some of those early 
European settlers, in short, had gotten 
busy with the natives and with free or 
escaped slaves, then put down roots and 
intermarried, starting America on its 
rocky path to multiculturalism. 

It was a promising hook for a memoir. 
But then Alther came smack up against 
the dearth of available information about 
her ancestors and Melungeons generally, 
and the narrative trailed off into lengthy 
descriptions of scholarly controversies 
and the author's pilgrimages to various 
places that might or might not be her 
Old Country. 

Alther clearly perceived that there 
was a great story to be told about 
Melungeons: They defied the Soudt’s 
traditional obsession with racial purity, 
and their frequent six-finger mutation 
made them bogeymen in Appalachian 
folklore. But the only way for her to tell 
that story, it turned out, was to make it 
up. In Washed in the Blood, freed from 
the constraints of nonfiction, Alther 
does just that 




lis A a , (T 


AIThp 


IN THIS EXCERPT 
FROM WASHED 
IN THE BLOOD, 
WILL MARTIN, 
WHO GREW UP 
IN AMELUNGEON 
COMMUNITY 
KNOWN AS 
MULATTO 
BALD, VISITS 
THE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN SIDE 
OF TOWN. 

The people Will passed smiled 


The novel is a hefty, research-driven 
historical saga like the ones James A. 
Michener used to write: Divided into 
three sections, with three blood-related 
casts of characters, it spans nearly 400 
years. In the first section, set in 1567, 
we follow the young Spaniard Diego 
Martin as he leaves his native Galicia 
for a trip to the New World — a voyage 
diat brings him more harrowing trials 
than riches. 

In the second section, set a few de- 
cades before the C ivil War, our protago- 
nist is a young Quaker who comes south 
to educate the folk of poverty-ridden 
Couchtown, Va. He aids up adopting 
die cause of the mixed-race Martin 
dan as diey fight the U.S. government's 
relocation plans for native Americans. 

In die novel’s last section, which 
spans 1909 to 1930, we watch Diego 
Martin’s distant descendants grapple 
with Jim Crow laws and state-sanc- 
tioned eugenics that aim to eliminate 
any evidence of racial blending in early 
America. Here, the many ironies of die 
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Melungeons’ history bear fruit because 
the reader knows the true pedigree of 
the characters - some classified as col- 
ored; odiers, like Alther’s grandmother, 
boasting of their colonial roots at the 
country club — better than diey do 
themselves. Little do the modern-day 
Mardns know that their handed-down 
female name “Galicia” refers to a part 
of Spain - or that, in addition to being 
African, English and Cherokee, they are 

Indeed, these ironies are more 
interesting than the characters them- 
selves. In each section, Alther has made 
her focal figures nai'fs 
whose eyes are gradually 
opened to human cruelty 
and social injustice, and 
this rather pedantic blue- 
print robs them of indi- 
viduality. (Her players 
also share a tendency to 
fall wildly in star-crossed 
love.) The only character 
who really stands out is 
Don Sebastian de Silva, 
a would-be conquistador 
with a dark past who 
takes Diego under his 
wing in the first section. 

Where Alther excels 
is in fleshing out her 
historical settings: what 
people ate in these eras, 
what they wore, how they endured 
the rigors of nature and established 
the comforts of home. Those comforts 
come across with special vividness. 
When Diego eventually escapes from 
the brutal, authoritarian world of the 
conquistadors and adopts the com- 
paratively laid-back lifestyle of the na- 
tives, it’s hard not to breathe a sigh of 
relief (even while thinking inevitably, 
of Dances With Wolves). And die 19th- 
century Martin homestead is so lovingly 
depicted diat the reader feels its loss. 

The novel's prose tends to the pe- 
destrian — “Now he was the center of 
her world. If she was not widi him, she 
was diinking about him," Alther writes 
about a girl in love - but it ticks along 
at a good rate. Readers who yearn for 


more lyricism and psychological depdi 
may find themselves pulled in by die 
fast-paced narrative anyway. 

In this way. Washed in the Blood 
recalls Alther’s most popular novel, 
Kinflicks, which was less a character 
study than a breakneck tour of a crazy 
American decade In a few years, its 
malleable heroine transforms from 
a Southern debutante to a hardcore 
intellectual to a radical lesbian to a 
rural housewife. Similarly, the central 
characters of Washed in the Blood often 
seem more acted upon by history and 
circumstance than acting Their short- 
sightedness is never more 
frustrating than at die 
novel's end, where the 
story takes a soap-opera 
turn that is almost, but not 
quite, justified by Alther's 
themes of forged ancestry 
and self-deception. 

Here it becomes 
clear that Alther has 
uplifting moral to 
draw from the saga of 
die Melungeons, whose 
survival depended, to a 
large extent, on forget- 
ting or obscuring who 
they really were. (The 
word “Melungeon" never 
appears in this book.) 
As a result, by the time 
Southerners started proudly reclaiming 
their Melungeon ancestry, like Alther 
in Kinfolks, there wasn't much left to 
reclaim. 

While it doesn't build to the trium- 
phant denouement typical of immigrant 
stories, the history Alther imagined for 
one Melungeon family drives home her 
point diat race in America has never 
been a simple matter of black and 
white. ® 



S26. Alther will read from the book on 
Thursday, March 15.6:30 p.m. at theFlying 
Pig Bookstore. Shelburne. 


IN IDE NOVEL'S 
EAST SECTION. 

WE WATCH DIEGO 
MARTIN S DISTANT 
DESCENDANTS 
GRAPPLE WITH JIM 
CROW LAWS AND 
STATE-SANCTIONED 
EOGENICS. 


MIRO^MAYOR 



"We endorse Miro for mayor 
because he listens to our 
concerns and we believe he will 
make changes in Burlington 
that will help our community." 

-Burlington members 
of the Somali Bantu Community 
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“Together, we can 
do great work for 
Burlington. I ask for your 
vote on March 6th. ” 

— Miro Weinberger 


Join us in voting for Miro 

A Fresh Start for Burlington 


VOTE FOR MIRO NOW AT CITY HALL OR VOTE FOR MIRO ON 
MARCH 6TH, TOWN MEETING DAY • POLLS OPEN 7AM-7PM 
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I t's 8:30 ajn., and Seth Giffin is 
already in the kitchen at Sukho 
Thai Restaurant in Essex, preparing 
for dinner. He has to start early if 
he’s going to extract the full flavors of 
galangal, kaffir lime and lemongrass 
in his curries and soups, such as his 
uncommonly complex, coconut-rich 
tom kha "I make sure I can smell those 
herbs in my soup,” he says. “If I can’t 
smell it, I know it’s not done.” 

Giffin, 32, knows it takes time to 
makemealsworthyof an elite palate. 

As a teen in his native Montpelier, 
Giffin worked as a dishwasher at 
Royal Orchid Restaurant; he left 
high school three mondts early to 
travel to Thailand widi one of his 
colleagues. Lata - , while studying at 
die Culinary Institute of America, 
he returned to Thailand and spent 
his externship cooking at the 
famous Pae Krung Kao, owned 
by the father of Royal Orchid co- 
owner Claire Jilandharn. The then- 
80-year-old architect’s goal was 
to serve food like his grandmother 
had made a century earlier. His 
customers included celebrities such 
as Thailand's crown princess. 

When he opened Sukho Thai last 
month, GifHn had a goal diat was no 
less ambitious — or personal With 
die help of his wife, Look-Pla, and 
her parents, the young chef is trying 
to bring authentic tastes of Thailand 
to Vermont. 

And he’s not the only one. Sukho 
Thai occupies the space filled until 
recendy by Tiny Thai Restaurant, 
whose owners, Paul and Pui Ciosek, 
have downsized their real estate but not 
their plans. At their remaining Winooski 
location, the Cioseks are competing with 
Giffin to make the best, most down-to- 
earth Thai food in the state. That may be 
a loss for the two couples - Giffin says 
relations are chilly between the former 
friends — but it’s a gain for local diners. 

Tiny Thai has just launched a new 
menu catering to bodi Thai natives and 
Americans who have eaten die real deal 
in Asia. On it, those offerings come with 
a no-nonsense warning: “Be aware that 
some of diese dishes are very spicy and 
are aimed towards diose who are Thai 


Thai Match 

Sukho Thai and Tiny Thai compete in a battle 
of authentic Asian grub 

BY ALICE LEVITT 


Ciosek. A computer programmer who 
spent his early years in SL George, Ciosek 
worked in Thailand for four years. He 
says he became so enraptured with the 
street-food culture that vendors would 
occasionally let him make a few dishes 
on their carts, still wearing his suit and 
tie from work. “I learned a lot that way, 
just by trying things.” he says. 

One dish reminiscent of street fare 
is krapow gai kai dow. The mound of 
ground chicken is flavored with garlic, 
basil and a liberal portion of fresh 
chile. An over-easy egg with a crusty 
adds a creamy sauce when 
on top. The chef plates this 
with matchstick-thin carrot strips 
that spell out the words “Tiny Thai” 
and a “rose” made of carefully 
layered petals of fresh tomato 
and spinach for leaves. Ciosek 
diners to eat the 
a spoon, a Western 
introduced to Siam 
by King Mongkut, the royal 
depicted in the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical The 
King and 

Krapow gai kai dow is 
also available at Sukho 
Thai, but it tastes wildly 
different there, just as 
dishes in Thailand vary 
from region to region. 

For starters, Giffin fries and 
seasons the basil leaves for a cri spy 
texture and an even more vivid flavor. 
Chunky slices of onion and green beans 
make the dish more like a warm salad 
than Tiny Thai’s, which suggests ethnic 
sloppy joes. In Giffin's version, large 
slices of Thai bird's-eye chiles add heaL 
but it's calmed by musky fish sauce, 
vinegar and a hint of palm sugar. 

This balance of flavors is key to a 
successful Thai dining experience, says 
Giffin. In upcoming weeks, he'll roll 
out a new menu, to include many of die 
authentic dishes he now serves only as 
specials. With it, he'll introduce a DIY 
approach to flavoring dishes common 
in the old country. “The plan is, on each 
table, there’s gonna be a jar of fish sauce, 
sugar, chile and vinegar," he says. “That's 
just how you eat in Thailand — you’re 


or have lived in Thailand. No alterations, 
substitutions or returns.” Looking to 
please all potential customers, the 
Cioseks have also added a vegan bill of 
fare, new desserts and designations for 
their gluten-free dishes. 

"Pretty much, my wife and I decided 
we had dishes we wanted to have — 
things 1 remember from Thailand, when 
the trucks are rolling by and sweat's 
rolling down your face,” says Paul 


FOOD LOVER? ® 

GET YOUR FILL ONLINE _ 


LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

BROWSE READER RE VIEWS OF 800 RESTAURANTS AT SEVENOAVSVT.COM/FOOO 
REGISTER TO JOIN OUR BITE CLUB VOULl GET FOOD NEWS IN VOUR INBOX 
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M RESTAURANTS BY LOCATION OR 


SO NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES AT 



GOTAFOODTIP7FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 
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Go-Go 


Like many spirits, whiskey is 
having a moment This month, 
for instance. Wine Spectator 
magazine turned over its cover to a 
tasting of American whiskeys. Now Burlington will 
gain its very own whiskey bar when the folks at ftl rA 
Irish pub throw open the doors to the adjacent whiskey 
room at Ri ra this week. 

Behind the bar will be upwards of 100 botdes of 
whiskey, some of diem rare and tracked down via special 
order, according to manager matt messenger. The 44-seat 
space will also feature a lull bar and craft cocktail list, 
high-end draft beers and sparkling wines, and at least IS 
odier wines not available next door. 

Patrons can order from Ri Ra's pub menu or from a 
special selection of small plates that will include local 
meat and cheese boards, says Messenger. 

Messenger says the Whiskey Room’s vibe will be 
"loungier and a bit more relaxed” than that of the pub, 
through which it may be accessed. The new space also 
has its own entrance at 131 College Street, inside the old 
Chittenden County Trust Company. 

Though Messenger won't pinpoint a date, he says the 
bar could see its soft opening as early as dtis weekend. 


Whiskey a 

RlRA POISED TO OPEN 
WHISKEY BAR 



Salt of 
the Earth 

MONTPELIER RESTAURANT 
HEADS TO THE FARM 
Blame bacon, suzanne 
poohaizer, owner of salt 
in Montpelier, says she 
hadn’t seriously considered 
becoming a farmer until the 
opportunity arose at a recent 
Thursday “Bacon Night” 

at NUTTY STEPHS VERMONT 
GRANOLAS CHOCOLATE FACTORY 

in Middlesex. Chocoiader 
and owner jaouelyn rieke 
mentioned diat she had 
purchased the Onion River 
Campground in Marshfield. 

Now, Podhaizer says she’ll 
soon begin tilling her half 
acre on the property. It will 
supply Salt with the quirky 
produce the restaurateur 
always wished she could 
serve. “One thing I’ve 
noticed, buying from local 
farms, is they tend to grow 


items that have pretty wide 
consumer acceptance, and 
we're looking to play around 
with some more unusual 
varieties," says Podhaizer 
(former food editor for 
Seven Days). 

NOW that NEW ENGLAND 

culmary institute interns 
have taken over her dessert- 
and bread-making duties, 
Podhaizer has extra time 
to focus on growing Salt's 


specialties. The restaurant's 
menu changes every three 
weeks, and Podhaizer says 
she'll plan upcoming menus 
around the growing cycles 
of her crops. This summer, 
diners can expect a Middle 
Eastern menu featuring 
uncommon eggplants from 
the farm, including the 
tiny Turkish orange, and 
black garbanzo beans. An 
Asian menu will showcase 
yard-long beans, shiso and 
lemongrass, and epazote 
will appear on a Mexican 
bill of fare. 

With greenhouse space 
on the farm, Podhaizer says 
she’ll cultivate some more 
conventional veggies year- 
round, in eluding her own 
salad greens. She hopes 
Salt can save money by 
growing much o f its own 
grub. What it won’t be 
skimping on is taste. 


Grub Hub 

LONG-DORMANT HINESBURG 
FACTORY TAKES ON NEW 
FOODIE LIFE 
The Saputo Cheese 
manufacturing plant in 
Hinesburg has remained 
empty since it closed in 
2008 following a massive 
fire. Now, thanks to real 
estate developer Catamount- 
Malone/Hinesburg, the 
88,720-square-foot building 
is becoming home to food 


businesses again. Unlike 
the Canadian mozzarella 
company that used to fill it, 
diese companies all tout the 
Vermont brand. 

Loans from the Vermont 
Economic Development 
Authority helped green 

MOUNTAIN ORGANIC CREAMERY 
and VERMONT SMOKE and cure 

become the food hub’s first 
tenants. According to doug 
nedde of Catamount-Malone/ 
Hinesburg, the former, a 
Eerrisburgh dairy, will begin 
by bottling milk and eventu- 
ally expand into yogurt, 
cheese and ice cream. 

Vermont Smoke and Cure 
will move its Barre base of 
operations to Hinesburg in 
April, says CEO chris bailey. 
The 37,000-square-foot 
space will alleviate cramp- 
ing issues for die office and 
factory. “We’ll just be able 
to do what we're doing a lot 
better,” Bailey says. 

The larger work area 
will also accommodate the 
creation of new products. 
Bailey says customers can 
expect smoked sausages, 
ham steaks and new flavors 


of RealSticks snacks soon. 
Also sixin to debut is VS&C’s 
new, all-Vermont label, s 
knives. The line includes 
cob- and maple-smoked 
hams diat already won a 
charcuterie prize at die 
national Good Food Awards 
late last month, though diey 
are not yet available to the 
general public. 

Although an engineering 
firm, Senix, just signed a 
lease for another chunk of 
die Hinesburg building, 
Nedde says he and his 
partners, pat malone and 
larry wiluams, are actively 
courting food businesses. 
The team is in talks with 
operators who plan to open 
a locavore cafe that Nedde 
compares to Bristol's bobcat 
cafe, sans brewery. 

Two more locations 
are still for lease, and die 
realtor says he's confident 
diey will be filled this year. 
Could Hinesburg become 
Vermont’s next food- 
production capital? 






Skinny, 


Cater with the ‘Cake! 

We cater weddings, business 
luncheons & ALL PARTIES... 

Our catering menu goes way 
beyond crepes! 

Contact us at 

catering@skinnypancake.com 
to book your event today! 

60 Lake St„ Burlington 540-0188 
89 Main St., Montpelier 262-2253 
www.skinnypancake.com 

Chubby Muffin 

Morning Muffin 
Meeting? 

Mmmmmmmm. 

Call ahead for large orders! 

88 Oak St., Old North End, Burlington 
540-0050 • chubbymuffin.com 


Look for our Friday 
Hot Sandwich Specials, like 
Meatloaf made with local 
grass-fed beef on our 

fresh baked 7 Grain bread. 
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Open Daily 8 to 8 at the Essex Shoppes & Cinema ? 

I „ (802) 872-8288 wvrw.sweetclovermarket.com ^ 
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food 


Thai Match «?» 


responsible for adjusting it yourself." 
The four condiments reflect die four 
fundamental tastes of Thai food: bitter, 
sweet, spicy and sour. 

Overall, Sukho Thai’s new specialties 
are a hit, as are Giffln's rejiggered 
versions of dishes served when the 
restaurant was Tiny Thai. On 7 Nights, 
reviewers have been overwhelmingly 
positive, but Giffin says not all former 
Tiny Thai regulars have been as 
charitable. He describes a handful of 
customers who complain that the food 

Giflin takes heart from the 
characteristically Zen attitude of his 
consultant and mentor, Steve Bogart, 
former chef-owner 
of A Single Pebble. 

“Some people are 
gonna have real issues 
with it, and some 
people will appreciate 
it,’” Giffin recalls 
Bogart telling him. The 
younger chef adds, 

“When you change 
things, people are 
gonna have problems. 

We’ve kind of passed 
that point. I think 
people are recognizing 
the food a lot more for 
being better." 

Even simple dishes 
have seen dramatic- 
changes at Sukho Thai. 

Going by its menu 
description, moo 
ping a skewered pork 
appetizer, may sound 
similar to the lean, 
satay-like dish at Tiny 
Thai. However, at the 
newer restaurant, the 
chunksofjuicy, slightly 
fatty tenderloin are 
coated in a slick of 
coconut-flavored 
lacquer that chars at its 
peaks on die grill. The result tastes like 
it came straight from a Bangkok night 
market 

That may be thanks to Giffin’s 
mother-in-law, Onun Chansook. 
She makes or oversees the creation 
of all the appetizers at Sukho Thai, 
including puff pastry filled with 
curry-flavored potatoes and chicken; 
and tod mun gai, fried chicken patties 
redolent of lemongrass, dressed 
in a lime-flavored salsa of mango, 
cucumber, cilantro and onion. Chai 
Nat was chef-owner of restaurants in 
both Bangkok and her native Chanat 


before she came to the U.S. and ran 
eateries in Los Angeles. She speaks 
little English, but she’s eager to meet 
customers and make sure they’re 
pleased with her handiwork. 

Though he gets help from his talented 
modier-in-law, Giflin himself learned 
plenty about the history of Thai food by 
working his way up from dishwasher 
to chef-owner in Thai restaurants. He 
illustrates that history with a series of 
dishes. Moo palo, a stew of long-braised 
pork, tofu and eggs, is flavored with 
five-spice powder, a seasoning first 
brought to Thailand by natives of China 
migrating south. The star anise and 
aromatic cinnamon sing of the land they 


left 1000 years ago. So does another dish 
dial starts with a rich, almost creamy 
duck broth in a bowl of skinny wheat 
ba mee noodles. The sweet red cha 
siu pork that fills the bowl makes that 
soup’s Chinese heritage obvious. 

Odier Thai tastes come from the 
nation's west - namely, curry imported 
by Indians. It flavors a coconut-imbued 
duck stew, but also Giffin’s surprisingly 
complex khao pat sapparot, a fried-rice 
dish dotted with pineapple, cashews 
and tofu. The fusion is strikingly similar 
to the Indonesian fried rice called nasi 
goreng 
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I side dishes 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
The heart of Plainfield 
has a brand-new eatery. 
After barely a year 
in business, Cafe 
Verde has closed at 
20 School Street, 
and in its place 
has sprung up the 
equally adorable 

DANCING GOAT CAFE, 

which opened a 
few weeks ago. 

Owner Jennifer 

locals are already 
cottoning to her butter- 
milk biscuits. At break- 
fast, she loads them 
with eggs and Vermont 
Smoke and Cure 
sausage; at lunchtime. 


with seasonal goodies 
such as roasted red 
peppers, grafton village 
cheese company cheddar, 


spinach and caramelized 
onions. She's also serv- 
ing Fair Trade coffee 
and teas, house- baked 
scones, and muffins. 


Church Street is about 
to get a rubdown. 

The SARATOGA OLIVE OIL 

company is expected to 
open within the week 
at 86 Church, accord- 
ing to an employee at 
the company’s 
flagship (and 
only other) 
store in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y. The 
shop will sell a 
selection of olive 
oils infused with 
lemon, herbes 
de Provence and 

balsamic vinegars 
and sea salts in 
such flavors as fennel, 
smoked onion and 
Hawaiian black lava. 



In dishes with ancient roots, such as 
the moo palo (which is also prepared 
masterfully at Tiny Thai), Giffin 
replaces bird’s-eye chiles with native 
white pepper. He explains that the red 
peppers many diners associate with 
Thai cuisine were actually introduced 
in the 1600s by Spanish explorers. Thai 
cooks found them ideal for covering up 
rancid meat pre-refrigeration, as well as 
a perfect match for classic native flavors. 

Giffin gets many of his hard-to-find 
ingredients from Boston, including five 
different types of soy sauce and the palm 
sugar he uses instead of cane sugar. 
Others come from Thai Pliat Market in 
Burlington. 

Over at Tiny Thai, trying to up the 
ante against their new competition, 
the owners are looking even closer to 
home for their ingredients - to local 
farms. This summer, says Pui Ciosek, 
“We're making a point to grow fresh 
vegetables when it’s available around 
here.” On March 2, she'll meet with 
the Burlington Intervale Center’s New 
Farms for New Americans to discuss a 
plan for growing season. A former Tiny 
Thai employee owns Sol Fresh Farm 
in Hinesburg, which also will provide 
produce, including local lemongrass. 

The change should produce an even 
better version of Tiny Thai’s already fun 
dip dish nam prik. Raw broccoli, green 
beans and cucumbers are served sliced. 


along with pork rinds and hard-boiled 
eggs, ready to be sladiered with the 
dip of the day. The pork dip is textural 
and full of sweet tamarind flavor, while 
an eggplant dip suggests Thai baba 
ghanoush, with a punch of lime and 
bird’s-eye chile. “We’re very excited!” 
Pui Ciosek says of the impending arrival 
of fresh ingredients. 

Diners may be, too. Thanks to the 
two restaurants, they're finally tasting 
what workers in Thai kitchens have 
enjoyed for years. And that’s exactly 
Giffin’s goal “I always wanted to have 
a place where Thai people come and 
like die food. Growing up in Thai 
restaurants my whole life, nobody's 
eating the stuff off die menu,” he says. 
“We should be serving the same stuff we 
eat We shouldn't be serving stuff that 

Pui Ciosek has similar feelings about 
her new menu. “You don’t find [this 
food] in fine restaurants,” she says. “It’s 
street food — very common. It’s comfort 

Now Vermonters can enjoy twice die 
comfort — and the spice. ® 

0(1210, Essex. 878-2788. 
sukhothaiessexcom 

Tiny Tlial Restaurant 24 Main Street 
Winooski. 655-4888 linythairestaurant.net 


OVERWEIGHT SUBJECTS WANTED 

Arc your medical risks affected by the type of fat your body stores? Healthy overweight 
AND lean people (18-40 yr) needed for an 8-week NIH study. Participants will receive 
all food for 8 weeks and $2500 upon completion of the study. 

If interested, please contact Dr. C. Lawrence Kien ^■KflVHBITY 
at David-Ebenstein@uvin.edu or 802-656-9093. ...;-"rSxZ 
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■ SPORTS & FITNESS 


Hmr physical therapy 

ffc kil 


Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

BX (802) 879-7734 x 2 • Williston (802) 860-3343-S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802)658-0002 
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roasted winter root flatbread 


Specialty Burger Menu 
5:30pm - 10pm 


double beef burger 
lamb burger 
veal burger 
bbt ultimate 
'like’ bluebird tavern 
on facebook to receive 
the burger monday 
password 

& enjoy the double beef 
burger for $10. 


Now located downtown 

86 St. Paul Street 
Burlington. VT 
(802) 540-1786 

bluebirdtavern.com 


LUNCH @ BLUEBIRD <j 

J 

MONDAY -FRIDAY l 
HAM - 2:80PH 1 


SUNDAY SUPPER 
8 COURSES/ $80 
SUNDAYS 5PM-10PM 


BURGER MONDAYS 


Battling Bottles 

Which pairs better with food, wine or beer? Two experts go head to head 



A n idea arose one night 
over dinner between die 
bearded, kinetic cofounder 
of Montpelier’s Three Penny 
Taproom and an adjunct professor at the 
New England Culinary Institute. One 
has devoted his life to sharing great beer; 
the other has a long-standing romance 
with wine. Both are passionate about 
which libation pairs better with food 
— and, late last year, both decided they 
were willing to try proving it. 

Scott Kemer and Jeff Roberts had 
collaborated on beer-and-cheese 
pairings before, but now they envisioned 
a good-natured, course-by-course 
competition between their chosen 
beverages, widi invited diners as judges. 

The two approached NECI chefs 
Paul Sorgule and Kevin O'Donnell and 
asked NECI to sponsor the event The 
answer was yes, if profits from the 
dinner — at $65 per guest — could go to 
the NECI Scholarship Fund. The chefs 
also suggested that Roberts and Kemer 
plan their pairings without being told 
which dishes would compose die meal. 

They said, “‘We at least need to know 
what the proteins will be,’" recalled 
O’Donnell, NECI’s vice president of food 
and beverage operations, after the event. 
So he and Sorgule disclosed the basics of 
a seven-course dinner: oyster, salmon, 
intermezzo, venison, cheese and white 
chocolate. They set a date — February 20 
— and Roberts and Kemer began seeking 
their best libations for what they dubbed 
Battle of the Champions. 

“I really had die styles in my mind 
made up instantaneously," said Kemer, 
36, of hearing the protein list. He had 
deepened his beer acumen during 
decades in the food-and-beverage 
industry, culminating with opening 
Three Penny T&proom in 2009. 

If Kemer could pinpoint a beer- 
pairing epiphany, it would be one that 
occurred while he was working with 
Zoe Brickley of the Cellars at Jasper Hill 
on beer-and-cheese tastings. “The first 
time I had a great English cheddar widi 
a hoppy IPA, it was just a ’go,'" Kemer 
recalled. “The marriage of those two 
flavors really brought out the grassiness 
of the cheese, and the cheese numbs a lot 
of the bitter [of the beer] ." 

The challenge was getting his hands 
on the right beers, some of which are 


quite unusual. So Kemer began calling 
distributors and importers. 

For Roberts, the route was different; 
NECI’s chefs asked him to choose 
among the several hundred botdes in its 
own cellar, collected during the school’s 
tenure at the Inn at Essex. 

Fortunately, Roberts has a palate 
memory that stretches back to his first 
dabblings in his twenties, when he 
used to raid a fortress-like wine shop 
in the Bronx. “I’d walk around widi the 
owner, and he'd say, ‘Try this, try that,'" 
he said. Since wine was still relatively 
inexpensive, Roberts would buy mixed 
cases and sample the botdes with 
his wife. “We had a blast trying these 
things,” he said. 

Later, while living in Philadelphia, 
Roberts got together for blind tastings 


with friends, attended private and 
industry tastings, and began amassing 
his own cellar. He developed a deep love 
for wine from Italy and Germany, as 
well as for beer. As a founding member 
of the Vermont Institute for Artisan 
Cheese, he’s an old hand at pairing 
cheese with beer and wine. “One of 
the tilings I appreciate about beer is 
its carbonation," Roberts said. “It cuts 
through fat and raises your ability to 

He had a good sense of how the 
bottles in NECI’s cellar would taste; the 
challenge was to choose diose available 
in sufficient quantities to sate more than 
50 diners. 


More food after the 
classified section. page4i 
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FRIDAY NIGHT 
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PURCHASE ASSORTED 
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Mardi liras raraui. 

1:30pm-2:30pm FUNKWAGON perform* on the top htochof Church Sh 
2:00 pm-2:30pm SAMBATUCADA performs on Church St. m ron 

2-30PM Major Street Closings Begin 

2;45P M HEAD TO MAIN ST. TO GET A SPOT 

3:00pm GRAND PARADE BEGINS weHowemirjuDa 


The Mardi Gras Post-Party 
begins as soon as the last float 
has been filed away. 
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Head to the top block of 
Church St. to catch a 90-minute 
performance from 

ZACH DEPUTY 





PLEASE Consider H: 


uiioi rioat Award” 

• Joey Daniel] ' Oumplatn Chocolates 



HOPE WORKS provides support to survivors of sexu 
hrough a 24-hour hotline, advocacy services & education prevention. If you i 

you know has been victimized by sexual violence, please call HOPE WORKS. 


24-hour confidential hotline: 863-1236 . 1-800-489-7273 (in VT) 
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Viewing area f® r 
families with kids 
10 and under. 
No Interlopers! 
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SHUTTLE ROUTE STOPS DEPARTURE TIMES 


STREET 

CLOSINGS 


• King Street between Church & Union Streets 

AT 2:30PM 


• Pine Street between College & King Streets 

• South Champlain Street between College 
& King Streets 

• Battery Street between College 
& King Streets 

• Lake Street between College & Main Streets 

I The parade begins at 3pm and lasts for 
about one (1) hour. Streets will then 
reopen to traffic. 


Burlington High School Circle 

1:00PM 

2:05PM 

3:10PM 

4:15PM 

5:21PM 

Pearl St. and Church St. 

1:10PM 

2:15PM 

3:20PM 

4:25PM 

5:31PM 

Magic Hat Brewery Parking Lot 

1:30PM 

2:35PM 

3:40PM 

4:45PM 

5:51PM 

Pearl St. and Church St. back 
to Burlington High School Circle 

1:50PM 

2:55PM 

4:00PM 

5:06PM 

>< 



LIVE MUSIC AT THESE DOWNTOWN LOCATIONS: 


RUBEN JAMES 

lOPM-Clme DJ CRE8 

Rl RA 

HAM- 3PM Trench Town 

Oddities 

4PM-8PM Bi-Polar Bears 

9PM-ZAM Groove Junkies 

RASPUTIN’S 

10PM DJ X.A Vier 

10PM DJ Nip Slip 


RED SQUARE 


CLUB LIFT 


E :: 

DJ Chad Mira 

Joshua Glass Band 
. DJ Frank Grymes 
DJ Tricky Pat 

NECTAR’S 

.. DJ EFX 

.. Jack Grace 
. . The Move It Move It 

5:30PM 7PM 

2PM 

DJ CRE8 

DJ Mario Marie 

6PM-6:30PM 

6:30PM-7:30PM . 

.. Dr Weslchesterson 
.. ulabalu 

1/2 LOUNGE 

3PM - 7PM 

„„ 



W 1 

7:30PM-9:30PM ... 




At 1 


11PM 

DJMrxx 

12AM-2AM 

.. Turkuaz 

10PM 


Craig Mitchell & 
Motor City 
Funkwagon 


(from Philadelphia) 

Space Echo w/Jahson 
& Guests (houie music) 
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Pick up a copy at more than 400 
locations in northwestern Vermont 
or check out all the content online 
at our new-and-improved website: 

www.kidsvt.coni 


BUILDIN< 

ENERGY 


WITH CHAMPLAIN’S ONLINE 
GRADUATE STUDIES PROGRAMS 


Master's in Business Administration 

Our program is the only accredited online MBA 
program that uses project-based learning to link 
management theory to applied practice, 


Master's in Managing Innovation & IT 

Oltr practical experience-based master's degree 
program focuses exclusively on the effective use 
of IT from a manager's perspective. 


Flexible Online Format 

Our experience-based format allows you I 
network with other mid-career executives 


BuildingEnergyVT.com 802.859.3384 


Building Energy 


March 2012 Issue 


tommoorebuilder.com 802.899.2376 


GTART YOUR 
PARDI WITH US' 

BONE UP W/lTH OUR KREU/E AT RED SQUARE 
DIRECTLY ATTER THE PARADE. 


MUSIC ALL DAY - MARDI ALL NIGHT 


For more information: £3 CHAMPLAIN 

CALL 1-866-282-7259 


TOM MOORE & SONS 


52 Drew St. - Burlington 

Major energy rehab of historic home 
95% air flow reduction 
70% heating reduction 
Vermont Best of the Best Award Winners 

Open House Tours 

March 17, 9:00 to 5:00 

Tom Moore, builder, & Scott Gardner, energy contractor, 
will be on hand to answer your energy challenges. 


and learn about a doctor who's in - and listening 
- at Fletcher Allen's Pediatric Immigrant Clinic. 


Plus: 

* Movies Boys Will Love 

* Five Cool Specialty Camps 

* Hip-Hop Classes for Kids 


MASTER 

YOUR FUTURE 


122 Stevensville Road - Underhill Ctr. 

LEED Certified 

New high performance construction 
Sustainable Net Zero philosophy. 








food 


At NECI on Main on the night of the 
event, the basement bar was covered 
with trays of tiny glasses, each filled with 
one-ounce pours. Upstairs, 54 people 
took their seats around several tables and 
received scorecards on which to mark 
their preferences. “We eat with our eyes. 
We eat with our labels, and we make 
assumptions," Roberts told them. Like 
him and Kerner, the diners didn't know 
much about the food besides what they 
saw on die menu; oysters, salmon, lamb... 

“Lamb?” asked Kerner incredulously. 
Yes, the chefs had changed die 
meat course at the last minute — an 
unanticipated switch in a meal dial also 
included a few mischievously thrown 
curveballs. 

Soon trays of dark beer circulated, 
as did flutes of sparkling wine. Then 
came small, white cups filled with 
a sunshine-gold liquid dusted with 
caramelized sugar. The sauce resembled 
cappuccino or creme brfllde, sofdy 
sweet, spicy and luscious. Lurking inside 
was a single plump oyster whose briny 
liquor mingled with the sugars and 
dny, iridescent orbs - tapioca pearls, it 
tu med out. The sparkling wine accented 
the dish's sweetness; on the beer side, 
thatsweetness softened the bitterness of 
what seemed to be an aggressive stout 

The next course was salmon, so some 
diners were surprised to see glasses 
of red wine arrive alongside a straw- 
colored brew. “People who only drink 
white wine with fish? Well, I’m not one 
of them,” quipped Roberts. 

The tables fell silent as people 
chewed, sipped, then chewed and 
sipped again from die opposite glass, 
concentrating on what was going on in 
their moudis. The red - a juicy, velvety 
number — gracefully matched the 
salmon, which had molasses lacquering 
its side and a mysterious, spicy-sweet 
foam across the top. Though the wine 
flirted widi overpowering die dish, in 
the end it heightened die sweetness and 
muted the spice. The beer's sour, almost 
vinegar-like flavors mellowed against 
the fish. 

One of the charges of die NECI 
chefs was to construct an intermezzo, 
or palate cleanser, using one beer and 
one wine. A ruby-colored shot arrived 
in a glass, along with a tiny square bowl 
filled with diced pear, frisee salad and an 
almost-clear liquid. The shot tasted of 
a summer orchard, and where was the 
wine? Possibly in the pear dish; it was so 
subtle it was hard to tell. 

Then out came the lamb: three 
pinkish slices of loin layered on a 
garlicky polenta cake and resting in a 
puddle of reduced lamb broth alongside 
tender baby carrots and green beans. 


The nose of the accompanying red 
wine was muted, but its flavors came 
alive against die savory meat- darkly 
fruity and herbaceous, charming and 
rustic. Against the lamb, the caramel- 
colored, nutty beer thinned and lost its 
spine. Consensus leaned toward wine, a 
hard-earned point from diis beer-loving 

After an unusual salad of a simple- 
syrup-poached tomato and frisee in a 
punchy citrus vinaigrette, a wedge of 
goat cheese tomme arrived, its rind 
an abstract sculpture of mold. Dots 
of a beet and dried-cherry gastrique 
were sprinkled alongside. Roberts' 
choice for the course was a deep-rose- 
colored wine, with die slightest hint of 
sweetness and effervescence. It coaxed 
out the cheese’s sweetness and barnyard 



THE TRUE MAGIC 
AND ENJDYMENTOFPAIRING 
IS WHEN THOSE 
TUGS TOGETHER 

CREATE A 
THIRD FLAVOR. 

SCOTT KERNER 

qualities. The honey-colored, hoppy ale 
practically vibrated in the glass, and its 
effervescence zinged up the cheese. 
“Your wine and my beer have something 
in common,” said Kerner cryptically. 

Finally, a light-as-air white-chocolate 
souffle 1 came nestled against a tiny 
beignet and a smear of dark chocolate. 
Roberts’ pairing, a pale-gold dessert 
wine, tasted of honey and cooked apples 
and was an elegant foil for the souffle. 
Kemer’s muscular stout emphasized die 
dark-chocolate notes. 

Soon die chefs appeared in full white 
regalia, and dieir menus revealed the 
extent of their skills. For die oyster, said 
O'Donnell, “We took a hollandaise sauce 
and folded in a meringue, and toasted 
it" He combined diis with a fish veloute 
alongside the tapioca pearls. The salmon 
was sauced with a wasabi sahayon 


— placed deliberately to complicate die 
pairings. The shot during the intermezzo 
was ale blended with apple-cider sorbet. 
The exquisite goat tomme was from 
West Cornwall's T\vig Farm, and chef 
Ryan O'Malley’s dessert was accented 
with a chocolate-stout consomme. 

And die libations? Kerner had 
reached far and wide for eclectic 
brews: a St-Ambroise Oatmeal Stout 
for the oysters; a rare Belgian Tilquin 
Gueuze — or open-cask-aged lambic 
ale — for the salmon. His choice for the 
intermezzo was a sour-cherry-flavored 
Panil Barriquee beer from Italy; die 
beer for the cheese course, a Mikkeller 
Nelson Sauvin Brut from Denmark, was 
made with New Zealand hops meant 
to emulate wine flavors and aged in 
sauvignon blanc barrels. For die last 
course, Kerner rolled out a very special 
local beer, Hill Farmstead Brewery’s 
Damon — an imperial stout aged in 
bourbon barrels and named for brewer 
Shaun Hill's late, beloved dog. “I feel 
like people were getting a glimpse of my 
soul," Kerner said of his pairings. 

“You have beer that tastes amazing on 
its own, and food that tastes amazing on 
its own. The true magic and enjoyment 
of pairing is when diose things together 
create a third flavor,” said Kerner. 
“Sometimes the beer will pull out a spice 
in the food you might never taste. And 
die fat in food pulls out the maltiness in 
an IPA. That connection between food 
and drink can create a third state." 

For his part, Roberts treated the 
diners to rare wines: a Taittinger Brut 
La Fran^aise with die oysters, a 2003 
Kenefick Ranch Cabernet Franc widi die 
salmon, a 1999 Fattoria Rodano Riserva 
Viacost Sangiovese with the lamb and a 
2005 Marenco Pineto Brachetto D'Acqui 

— a sort of red lambrusco — with die 
tomme. For die final course, Roberts 
mined his loved of Austrian dessert 
wines, pulling out a 2003 JJ. Prtim 
Wehlener Sonnenuhr Riesling Auslese. 

With a show of hands, the crowd 
indicated a slight preference for die 
beer pairings. Roberts shrugged it off 
amiably but seemed ecstatic about some 
of the wine pairings, which he thought 
matched the elegance of the meal - and, 
like Kerner, he was deeply satisfied 
diat the event raised $3000 for NECI’s 
Scholarship Fund. 

“For most of us, our experience widi 
wine or beer widi food is very narrow,” 
noted Roberts. He, Kerner and die 
chefs were eager to do battle again, but 
acknowledged they would never be able 
to reproduce that night’s masterful mix 
of libations. Said Roberts, “We can’t 
duplicate some of this because the 
beverages just don't exist." © 



losca, 

Cafe/Hi-tro \jj 


March Special 

Large 1 Topping Pizza, 

1 dozen wings 
& 2 Liter Coke product 

$19-99 


BURLINGTON 

WINTER FARMERS’ 

» MARKET 

March 3" & March 17“ 


Preserves 


Memorial Auditorium 

Comer of Main Street & Soudi Union 
Every odier week — November- April 


Prosecco Mimosa, 

Eggs Bene Florentine, 
House Made English, 
Equal Exchange Organic Joe, 
& More... 

Romantic Dining V Casual Atmosphere 
27 Bridge St, Richmond 
Tues-Sun • 434-3148 






HOPE 

Floats 



Big Easy street: That's 
where we're gonna be 
this Saturday, when the 
17th annual Magic Hat 
Mardi Gras Parade rolls 
through town. Thirty- 
two wildly festooned 

the waterfront by way of 
Main Street, thousands of 
revelers lining the avenue. 

It all begins at noon with 

from Sambatucada!, the 
Bindlestiff Family Cirkus, FunkWagon and the Primate Fiasco. Dress in your 
Mardi Gras best for the King and Queen Costume Contest and stick around 
after the 3 p.m. procession for a 90-minute solo set of "gospel ninja soul” by 
Zach Deputy. Proceeds support HOPE Works, a nonprofit dedicated to ending 
sexual violence, so go ahead - get bead-dazzled. 


MAR.03 1 FAIRS & FESTIVALS 
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f 
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MAGIC HAT MARDI GRAS PARADE 

Saturday. March 3. noon to 5 p.m. at various downtown locations in Burlington. 
Grand Parade at 3 p.m. Free. Info. 865-5202. magichatnet/mardigras 


The Wonder Year 

Independently, the members of SFJAZZ Collective are paving the way for the 
future of jazz. Put 'em together, and you have an all-star ensemble worthy of 
taking on the works of a modern jazz master. This year's octet is "truly a jazz 
festival’s worth of names,” writes the Boston Globe — and, indeed, the Burlington 
Discover Jazz Festival copresents the Flynn gig, no doubt to whet our appetites 
for die fest's June arrival. Antonio Hart, Mark Turner. Avishai Cohen, Robin 
Eubanks. Stefon Harris, Edward Simon, Matt Penman and Eric Harland put 
their own ventures on hold to perform masterful new arrangements of the 
classic pop songs of none other than Stevie Wonder on Friday. 


SFJAZZ COLLECTIVE 

Friday, March Z 8 p.m. at Flynn MainStage in Burlington. S15-40. Free open sound 
check and O&A. 5 to 6:30 p.m. Info, 863-5966. flynntix.org 




MAR.03I 


Haute Spot 

S pring styles are hitting the catwalks in the fashion capitals of the world, and, not to be left out, 
one local runway romp showcases lines from Vermont’s own designers. Organized by the Franklin 
County chapter of Business and Professional Women to benefit its scholarship fund for college 
education. Spring in Style is part fashion show, part wine tasting. South Hero's Snow Farm Vineyard pours 
samples in between model behavior onstage: Expect contemporary dresses and vintage-inspired prints 
from Salaam, upcycled fabrics from Where, and handmade jewelry with a recycled aesthetic from World 
End Girlfriend. Meet the designers — and place your orders — after the show. 

SPRING IN STYLE 

Saturday, March 3. 2to5 p.m„ at Robert G. Bliss Sr. Memorial Auditorium, top level of St Albans Historical Museum. 
Sl5-25.lnfo, 393-0716. 


Ties 

That Bind 


Tuxedos may be de rigucur for chamber orchestras, but 
few wearers ooze so much style that they’ve landed in the 
pages of Vogue. Max Raabe & Palast Orchester are just such 
an ensemble, from their immaculate black-tie dress to vintage 
haircuts. But the debonair demeanor is only the tip of the 
iceberg: in concert the acclaimed baritone and his 12-piece band 
take listeners to one of the swankiest times in history: 1920s and 
'30s Berlin. Weimar Republic cabaret songs — from waltzes and 
foxtrots to paso dobles and ballads — become fashionable once 
more through impeccable musicianship and crooning tliatS equal 
parts nostalgic and ultra-modern. 


£ 








Join the 20 1 2 Mountain Mardi Gras 
Celebration at Jay Peak. 

♦ Daily events and LIVE MUSIC. 

+ New Orleans inspired food specials, 
including a special Mardi Gras menu 
at The Foundry. 

Go to jaypeakresort.com for schedule of events, 

SKI + SPLASH This Week for only 

$99 (Ages 19+) $69 (Ages 6-1 8) 

Pump House Daily Rates 

$35 (Ages 15+) $25 (Ages 4-14) 3 and under FREE. 

PURCHASE IN ADVANCE ONLINE jaypeakresort.com/daypass 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE ATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 



film 


A DANGEROUS METHOD’ See WED.29. 7:30p.m. 

TITTLE HOUSE IN THE BIG HOUSE': This documen- 



PINA Wim Wenders’ visually thrilling documerv 

June.MajestlcW Wllllstort 6:30 p.m. S20. Info. 


SMALL FARM RISING' BENEFIT: Local food 



THE CORPORATION’: Mark Achbar and Jennifer 
AbbottS award -winning^ 2003 documenlary ^ 

Free. Info. 496- 8994. 

TINKERTAILOR SOLDIER SPY’ Gary Oldman plays 
a newly retired British Intelligence agent brought 
back Into identify a mole In Tomas Alfredson’s 
mystery thriller, set during the Cold War. Spaulding 
Auditorium. Hopkins Center. Dartmouth College 
Hanover. MH.. 7 p.m. $5-7. Info 603-646-2422. 

food & drink 

WINE TASTING : Oenophlles stop In for a sample of 
vino. St Johnsbury Food Co-op. 3-6 p.m. Free Info. 


games 

CHESS GROUP: Novice and expertplayers compete 

Methodist Church South Burlington 7:30 p.m. $2. 
Info 324-1143. 

health & fitness 

INTRODUCTORY QIGONG WORKSHOP: Folksln 
comfortable cl othes explore this Chinese healing 
art known to enhance breathing, balance and 
range of motion through gentle — butpowerful 
- exercises RehabGYM Colchester, 10:30 a.m. 
Free: preregister. Info 345-3595, 





LEGO CLUB: Kids ages 5 and up piece together ere- 





calendar 
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Let the Good 
Times Roll! 

Annual Mardi Gras 


Sale 


Are you thinking 
^'y about starting 


\\ 


or expanding 
your family ? 

IF YOU ARE 
A WOMAN: 

Between the ages dt 18 
pregnant in the next year 


IZ] Never had a child before, or 
Ena vc diabetes or hypertensior 
1*^ I Had preedampsia, or 
E Have a family history of 

hypertension or preedampsia 


J [ike to speak with you. This study 
amine risk (actors for pie eclampsia, 
a disease of pregnancy. 

mciol compensation of up to SJ75 is 
ed. We will premie von with ovulation 
ion kits to aid tinting your conception. 


UNIVERSITY 

VERMONT 





SAT. 03 

bazaars 

BOOK & BAKE SALE: See FRI. 02 . 8 am.-l p.m_ 


comedy 

NOBODIES OF COMEDY Mi p and hilarious 

lor the Arts. N.Y.. 8 p.m S 1 B- 18 . Info 518 - 523 - 2512 . 




I KS I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• , f * CONNECT 111 M-SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLEO CELLPHONE FORFRE 

mobile 1 'III TME-MIMJTI l Al I N OAR t VENTS nuS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURAMS LT 
■ MOVIE THEATERSANn MORE. 



■■ LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 




calendar 


gold5tardog.com. 



MON. 05 

community 



conferences 

TECH DRIVERS HI: Entrepreneurs geta leg up on 



Center, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. $75. Info. 728-1732. 


i 



game 8 

CHESS CLUB: Players of all ages shuffle around 
An experienced instructor leads the group. Fairfax 
own chess set if possible Info. 849-2420. 

health & fitness 

AURA-CLEARING CUNIC: Call to reserve a 15-mln- 
Healing Center. South aldington. 6-7 pm. Free. 

FOOT REFLEXOLOGY FOR HEALTH: Toes soak in 

6:30 p.m. $5-8: preregister. Info. 223-8004. ext. 



861-9700. 




TUE.06 

etc. 

COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP NIGHT: SeeTHU.Ol, 6-8 


film 





midlife 



health & fitness 



a medically based rehabilitation program. Fletcher 
Allen Health Care Cardiology Building. South 
Burlington 6-7 p.m. Free Info 656-2176. 




WED. 07 

comedy 

IMPROV NIGHT: See WE0.29. 8-10 p.m, 

education 

BUILDING A BETTER IEP: Parents of children with 





I KS I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• . f. I CONNECT in M.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB ENABLED CELLPHONE FORFRE 

mobile I 'III TIIE-MINUrr l Al I NflAR EVENTS rtUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURAMS IT 
MOVIE IllEATERSANn MORE. 



FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALEN DAR 



film 


DINNER & A MOVIE: PoUuck participants antici- 



6-9 p.m. Free. I nfo. 363-2598. abtempleton2g> 


THE ART 1ST: A silent-movie star and a dancer 

black-and-white and mostly silent love letter to 
1920s Hollywood, which (ust nabbed the Oscar 
(or Best Picture. Spaulding Auditorium, Hopkins 
Center Dartmouth College Hanover, N.H..7 p.m. 
$5-7. Info 603-646-2422. 

health & fitness 

GROWING STRONGER: See WED.29,1 p.m. 

NATURAL SOLUTIONS FOR FIBROMYALGIA: 





Burlington. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Free: preregister. Info. 
863-2569. erttl. 

TUNG TAI CHI CHUAN: See WED.29. 5:30-7 p.m 


kids 

ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP See WED.29. 10-11:30 


FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: See WE0.29. 10-11:30 







ROTHROCK RESIDENCY WITH DAVID DARLING: 

SeeTUE.06 12:30-1:20 p.m. & 4:30-6 p.m 


NIGHT RIDERS: See WED.29. 4:30-8 p.m. 

talks 

BARRIE DUNSMORE lire former ABC ne\ 


theater 

AUDITIONS FOR MUD SEASON VARIETY SHOW 

SeeTUE.06. 5-7:30 p.m. 

- :sAndrewUoydWebber'smesmer- 

as South Budlngton. 7:30 p.m. $18. 
SHIRLEY VALENTINE': A faraway vacation gives 


Izing folic 


words 

AMY SEIDL: Theauthor of Finding Higher Gr. 
Adaptation In the Age of Warming considers 

Library. NewporL7p.m. Free Info. 334-7902 

GibbonsX old Comfort Farm before Sreenin 
film adaptation. Montgomery Town Library I 
Free. Info, 326-310. 

CHRISTOPHER BOHJALi AN In The Door Ttv 
Led to 71ie Night Strangers: A Novel Born In 



You’ll feel right 
at home 

WHEN YOU ADVERTISE IN THE... 


SEVE 

Real Esi 


coming March 7 
deadline March 2 


Mardi 


In Q/fiemowi 

30% OFF 

any complete 

\ ! frame job with 


Boutiliers 




homeport has all the Bling you need 

Shown: Beads ,19/strand 

Feather/Glitter Mask 9.99 
Boa 8.99 

Wearable LED lights 1 1 .99 



Downtown Mardi Gras Parade: Sat. March 3rd, 201 2 


at HOMEPORT -Locally owned on Church St for 29 y ears! 
Deccr' r urnitur8, Housewares and Gifts That.. \ | / 

■fael 'UaLoxt HOME yf\ 


Hours: Mon-Thu 1 0fl-BP -fri I OA-BP -Sat 1 0A-6P -Sun 1 ZP-5P Locally Owned and Qporated 









SEVEN DAYS 


WilS 


ivsY 


Visit any of these great retailers and enter to win 
2 Round-Trip tickets to ANY j6tBlUG destination! 



Subaru/Hyundai 

351 Shelburne Rd. 
Burlington 

City Market 

82 S. Winooski Ave 
Burlington 


115 VWIIness Drive 
Williston 860-3343 
75 Eastwood Drive 
South Burlington 

Eyes of the World 

168 Battery St. 
Burlington 


Northern Lights 
Smoke Shop 

75 Main Street 
Burlington 

The Optical Center'. 

107 Church Sl 
B urlington 


Three Brothers 
Pizza & Grill 

973 Roosevelt Hwy 
Colchester 


Sun sJ» Listen to WIZN or ihc BUZZ 
or pick up Seven Days 

WINNER ANNOUNCED 
. . .Wednesday, March 14th . 
For full event details go to: 
www.MAOICHAT.NET 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


classes 


© THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 

burlington city 
arts 


DESIGN: GRAPHIC BASICS: Mar. 


ART CLASSES IN 


4. Monday Night Wheel. M. 
I2-Aprtl 9: Children's Class: 
wheel hand building mull 


n,-lp.m. Painting the 


BCA 


Call 865-7166 for Info 
or register online at 
burlington cityarts.com. 


available online. 


on Thu. Cost: S260/person. 
S234/8CA members. Clay sold 
separatelyatS20/25-lb. bag. 


CLAY: WHEEL THROWING II: Ma 

on Thu. Cost: S220/person. 
SI98/BCA members Clay sold 
separatel y at S20/2S-I b. bag. 


trimming and glazing te 
nlques. Individual ptojec 
be encouraged. Students 

throwing basic cups and 
Mar. 26- Apr. 30. 630-8-30 p.m.. 
person. $166 50/BCA mem- 


belt buckle or your own desigr 

Mar. 14-May 2. 6:30-8:30 pm. 
Weekly on Wed. Cost: $195/ 
person. S175.S0/BCA member 

Burlington. Into:. Explore the 


the photographs you en 
Demystify f-stops.shutt 


PHOTO: PORTRAIT. Ml 

12. 6-9 p.m.. Weekly or 
Cost: $125/person, $11 


in. $167/BCA members. 


In g press. Students can expect to 


rs. Wednesdays. 715 pr 


evolution yoga 


PHOTO: INTRO TO FILM/DIGITAL 

pm.. Weekly on Wed. Cost $145/ 
person, S130.S0/BCA members. 


377-0393. bridget@mamagos- 

Ized. En/oyHiebenefitsor mater 
and Inthe comfort ot your home, 
seofyour first $25 session. 


INCE CLASSES IN HINESBURG 
CVU HIGH SCHOOL: Full 

iscdptlons of 200 classes 



Road South Burlington 
Stephanie Shohel 578- 


dren learn. Workshops expand 


empowerment 


je. 244-7909. Develop yo 


GARDENING 




classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AO AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCUSS. 









movement 

THE ART OF MOTION: Total 

Body Connectivity weekly 



misalignment and move freely 


Expression promotes healthy 



pilates 


EVERY BODY LOVES PILATES!: 



medical bills. Improve the qual- 


psychic 

BASK PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT: 



religion 


JOIN RABBI JOSHUA CHASAN: 



spirituality 

JUNG & NATIVE WISDOM 
TRADITIONS: Mar. 22-Apr.lZ. 



ORIGMAL CHRISTIANITY: Mac. 





To order tickets or learn more about ourevents, please visit 

WWW.UVM.EDU/LANESERIES oral 802.656.4455 
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A Rolling Stone 

Allen Stone talks soul, church and keeping up appearances 


§ 



SD: You've spoken about the ability of soul 
music to address deeper societal issues and to 
transcend just being "baby-making music." You 
seem to make a point of doing that with your 
own material. 

AS: The soul music that really got me mov- 
ing was, like. What's Going On by Marvin 
Gaye. I really love music with depth and 
purpose. Sexy R&B definitely has its place. 
But especially R&B nowadays has too much em- 
phasis on ass shakin' [ratherjthan culture shalan'. I 
feel like if you have a mic and people who listen to 
you, you should say something and offer a little bit 
of nourishment. I sing love songs and I want 
to have a good time with people. But I 

thing they can chew on. Some- 
thing that can nourish their 
spirits beyond. “Oh. I went 
to an Allen Stone concert 
and I got drunk and shook 
my ass a little bit.'' 

SD: Do you think art- 
ists have a responsibil- 
ity to do that? 

AS: I think we do, Unfortu- 
nately, a lot of artists don't 
see that. 1 think a lot of artists 
can be really selfish and think. 
This is all about me and what I do, 
instead of using the platform that they 
have to give to their community and their culture, 
what spirit they can give to those around them. 


S ince the release of his self-tided sophomore album in 
the fall of 2011, Allen Stone has become an unlikely 
poster boy for a new generation of soul revivalism. 
Much like Mayer Hawthorne, Ryan Shaw and Sharon 
Jones, Stone offers a modern spin on the classic R&B sounds of 
the 1960s and 70s. Media outlets from the New York Times to Na- 
tional Public Radio have praised his dynamic chops, offering 
lofty comparisons to the likes of Stevie Wonder, 

Marvin Gaye and Sam Cooke. Not bad for a 
gangly, 24-year-old son of a preacher man 
who grew up in rural Washington state. 

Seven Days spoke with Stone by 
phone from Seatde in advance of his 
show at Club Metronome in Burling- 
ton on Wednesday, March 7. 


SEVEN DAYS: Classic R&B and soul have expe- 
rienced something of a renaissance in recent 
years with a number of new artists mining that 
sound for original material. How do you account 
for the renewed interest? 

ALLEN STONE: I dont know. Part of it might be 
the resurgence of vinyl, which is definitely coming 
back. It's getting back to the roots of real music. 
But R&B music and traditional soul music was 
never really lost. And there was a pretty biglight 
shone on it when Amy Winehouse came out 
[with Back toB/ack]. America sort of turned 

ion. But I don’t know. I think people just 
want good music, and when it comes out 
they attach to it. 


SD: You’re the son of a preacher. How important 
was growing up singing in church to what you 

AS: It was vital. I wouldn't have been singing grow- 
ing up if my mom and dad weren't singing in the 
church. It helped me find a love and passion for mu- 


sic. Granted, the music that was being played in my 
church growing up was awful. It was, like, crappy 
Southern gospel hymns and limited resources as far 
as musicians go. So I definitely didn't get my chops 
in the church. It didn’t teach me how to do what I 
do now. But the singing part of church was really 
the only part of church I enjoyed or could stand. So 
I gravitated toward that and learned to get lost in a 
song, That's where I learned how to feel music. 

SD: People have made some interesting com- 
parisons of your music to other artists, includ- 
ing, of all people, Justin Timberiake. How do you 
feel about that one? 

AS: [Laughs] Well, Justin Timberlake's a sexy 
motherfucker, man. I mean, he’s one of the most 
talented artists to come out of the industry in the 
last 30 years. He’s brilliant So getting compared to 
someone like that is awesome. I don’t know. When 
people say, “Oh, somebody sounds like this,” even 
when I do it, it only goes so far. It's just an attemptat 
communication, to describe or categorize. But until 
you really pick up that record, you can’t fully under- 
stand what it means. Everybody has theirown frame 
of reference based on what they’ve experienced. So 
whoever compared me to Justin Timberiake, maybe 
that's all they’ve heard in soul music. I would say 
more like Donny Hathaway, that old soul music. But 
JT is incredible. If someone wants to flatter me by 
saying I sound like him, that% great. 

SD: There's no delicate way to say this, but you 
dont really look the part of a classic soul croon- 
er. Do you find you have to overcome people's 
misperceptions of you based on your appear- 

AS: [Laughs] For sure. When I was first starting out 
we’d go around to labels and 1 showed up looking 
like a Northwest hippie and the)' were, like, What's 
going on? It’s the industry, which is bullshit That’s 
why it keeps turning out the same pop, cupcake, 
cookie-cutter artists. They have a model of what 
they think works, and they’re trying to keep the 
lights on. 1 think it’s sad. It stunts a lot of incred- 
ible artists. I doubt we’d have Elton John or Stevie 
Wonder or Ray Charles if that same model was in 
place 40 years ago. But it is what it is. We’re visual 

But, yeah. I’m not black. I don’t have a short crew 
cut and I don’t wear a suit That’s naturally what a 
soul crooner looks like, but that’s not me. But there 
are people out there who genuinely care about 
the craft of music and know that it’s about what 
it sounds like and not what it looks like. So hope- 
fully rll be able to pave out that lane where people 
think. Yeah, he looks a little off-putting. But he works 
hard and sings hard and comes out to entertain every 
night. ® 
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s@und bites 

BY DAN BOLLES 



Much Ado 
About 
Mardi Gras 

The big story on the local 
entertainment front this 
week is undoubtedly the 
annual Magic Hat Mardi 
Gras Parade, set to kick off 
this Saturday, March 3, in 
downtown Burlington. The 
parade, now in its 17th year, 
has become one of the Queen 
City’s signature events. Every 
year, thousands of revelers 
jam our streets to cheer on 
the succession of floats, jostle 
for cheap plastic beads and 
moon pies, and, of course, 
get hammered at one of the 
innumerable Mardi Gras 
parties happening at venues 
all over town. [Note from 
our legal team: Please drink 
responsibly.] 

In short, it's kind of a big 
deal 

As such, die parade gets 
love in this column every 
year. And why not? It’s 
for a great cause - HOPE 
Works, formerly called the 
Women's Rape Crisis Center. 
It delivers a much-needed 
infusion of late-winter cash 
into our downtown economy. 
And, generally speaking, 
it's a good time. But, as I'm 
now entering my fifth year 
of penning diis little corner 
of the paper - and that 
following several years in 
the employ of our local beer 
barons — I fear I’ve run out 
of things to say about Mardi 
Gras. 

Sure, I could mention diat 
sambatucada! will warm up 
the crowd widi pre-parade 
sets on Church Street in 
front of City Hall. But you 
probably already knew that, 
since the local Afro-Latin 
percussion ensemble does 
it every year - with good 
reason: They’re great. 1 could 
point you to die Marketplace 
top block where local wagon 
o’ funk, funkwagon, will get 
their groove on in the early 
afternoon. They’re certainly 
wordi your time and put on 


a hell ofa live show. Ditto 

the B INDIE STIFF FAMILY CIRKUS, 

a deliciously risqut 1 troupe 
that will perform all along 
Church Street Saturday 
afternoon. And I’m sure 
those of you who are into 
jammy acoustic pop will 
enjoy zach deputy’s post- 
parade set on die top block. 

Or I could go with a 
different angle and gripe 
about how the new parade 
route dial runs down Main 
Street instead of up Church 
Street saps the event of some 
of its gleefully claustrophobic 
energy. I could take the city 
to task for banning alcohol in 
the parade staging area. (You 
know, because God forbid 
adults of legal drinking 
age might toss a couple 


back before, of all tilings, 
participatingina Mardi 
Gras parade sponsored by a 
beer company in Vermont 
in early March? Thanks 
a lot, puritans.) But those 
are minor complaints diat 
wither when compared to 
die overall positive impact of 
the parade. 

So ... yeah. There's not 
much to say about the Magic 
Hat Mardi Gras Parade 
diat either hasn’t been said 
before or isn’t considered 
locally common knowledge. 
After 17 years, you know 
what to expect — the (sorta) 
unexpected. You know it will 
be crowded and frenzied and 
fun. You know it supports 
a good cause. You know 
parking will be a pain in the 
ass. You know there will be 


5 good music and performance 
= art And tipsy people — 

S unless they were in die 
1 parade ... grrr. 
s I guess the only thing 

g left to say is that it’s pretty 
amazing how an event that 
started with but a handful 
of Magic Hat employees 
marching up Church Street 
in funny costumes 17 years 
ago has become the monster 
it is now. So much so that 
columnists like me don't 
even need to tell you what’s 
so great about it. You already 

BiteTorrent 

Last week, I led with a 
riff about local comedians 
tearing up the Funniest 
Comic in New England 
Contest at die Mohegan 
Sun casino in Connecticut, 
lb refresh your memories, 
Vermont comics killed it in 
the competition's opening 
rounds. We advanced five 
local comedians to the 
preliminaries. Plus, two 
other comics with strong 
VT ties were among diose 
original 20 contestants — 
out of a field of 200 who 
auditioned. Three local 
comedians, ryankriger, 

NATHAN HARTS WICK and TONY 

bates, and VT expat maya 
manion made die semifinal 
round, held this past 
weekend. Unfortunately, 
none of our local funny 
people made it to the finals. 
Though in a recent email, 
Hartswick writes that the 
winner, Rhode Island's craig 
boudria, was deserving of 
die crown. While it’s a bit 
of a bummer not to see our 
local favorites in the finals, 
the mere fact that so many 
VT comics not only made 
die competition - a feat 
in itself - but made such a 
strong collective showing 
is impressive. It speaks 
volumes about the increasing 
quality and quantity of 
standup comedy in Vermont. 







WED. 29 


Burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Scott Morgan & 

p.m.. Free. Rewind with DJ Craig 
Mltchel I ( retro], 10 p.m.. Free 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

tun.. Sleeper Agent (pop). 8 pm., 

$17/20. AA. 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Funkwagonthe 
Lyngulstic Civilians (hip-hop. 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: 

Queen City Hot Club (gypsy Jazz), 


MANHATTAN PIZZA& PUB: 

Open MIc with Andy Lugo. 10 






REO SQUARE: ZackduPo 
(Indie folk). 7 p.m. Free t 
(hip-hop), 10 p.m.. Free 
THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
Wednesday Night Fun-W 




Bead-Dazzling St. Croix reggae band midnite combine generations of irie influences into a swirling, hypnotic blend of island vibes 
that both soothes and grooves. The band's breezy trade-winds sound is a great way to warm up on a late winter's night in Vermont not to mention a 
great way to kick off the 2012 Magic Hat Mardi Gras weekend, which midiii te do this Friday, March 2, at the Higher Ground Ballroom. Barika open. 


SS-10 donation. 

| chatnplain valley 

> BakrlgesTrlo. 8 p.m.. Free. 
a CITY LIMITS: Karaoke with Let It 

^ ON THE RISE BAKERY Joshua 


| THU. 01 

| burli ngton a rea 

1/2 LOUNGE: Burgundy 


JB METRONOME: Muspost 






central 

BAGITOS: Eric Friedman 

THE BLACK DOOR Dare2 Be 
Square (old-dme).B pm.. $S. 
CHARUEO'S: BtngoforVT 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: 

Thirsty Thursday Karaoke 9 p.m.. 



Champlain valley 

51 MAIN: Jazz Fest: Yukl Takeda 

ON THE RISE BAKERY: ITR » 

□TR with Derek Burkins (singer- 

northem 

BEE'S KNEES: rheButterbeans 
(folk). 7:30 p.m- Donations. 

COSMIC BAKERY & CAFE: Carol 



PARKER PE CO.: Seth Yacovone 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN : 



regional 

MONOPOLE Charley Orlando 

MONO POLE DOWNSTAIRS: Gary 



OUVERIDLEY'S: Karaoke. 6 p,m. 


TABU CAFE A NIGHTCLUB: 

Karaoke Night with Sassy 

THERAPY: Therapy Thursdays 
With DJ NYCE (Top 40). 10:30 


FRI.02 


burlington area 



HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 


HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 

(singer-songwriters). 8 pm. 



BAGITOS: Blue Fox (acoustic 



CHARLIE 0'S; Township (rock). 10 


FRESH TRACKS FARM VINEYARD 
& WINERY: Meg's Kitchen (folk). 

Jonny P ITop 40). 9 p.m.. $2 
THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT 
A TAP ROOM: DJ Slim Pknz All 
Request Dance Party (Top 40). 10 

SLIDE BROOK LODGE A TAVERN 

chatnplain valley 


CITY LB4ITS: Top Hat 

Entertalnmen t Dance Party (Top 
40). 9 p.m., Free 

GOOD TIMES CAFE: Stephen 



ON THE RISE BAKERY Zephyr 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Sound 
Wave Entertainment (Top 40). 10 
p.m„Free. 




= G0TMUSICNEWS7DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 




s@und bites 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 55 


A couple of weeks ago. 
a friend in Philadelphia 
emailed to tell me about a 
band she diought I'd really 
like called toy soldiers. The 
quintet has been making 
waves, both in the City 
of Brotherly Love and, 
increasingly, on a national 
level, warming up stages for 
the likes of or. dog, fitzand 

THE TANTRUMS, the WALKMEN. 
and justin townes earie . The 

band recently began work 
on a new record with Dr. 
Dogproducer bill moriarty 
and was kind enough to send 
along a few advance cuts. 

I gotta say, my friend was 
right on the money. I dig 'em 
— though in fairness, said 
friend knows I’m a sucker 
for rowdy, booze- fueled rock 
with healthy doses of dirty 
blues twang. If you share 
that affinity, make a point of 
catching the band this week. 
Toy Soldiers have three local 
shows: Thursday, March 
1, at die Monkey House in 
Winooski; Friday, March 2, 
at Red Square; and Saturday, 
March 3, at 1/2 Lounge. 


Anodier week, another 
Burlington Discover Jazz 
Festival announcement. 
BDJ F just revealed diat 


vocalist DIANNE REEVES 

will headline the Flynn 
MainStage on June 9. The 
four-time Grammy Award 
winner is considered among 
die finest jazz vocalists in 
the world and most recendy 
toured as part of a tribute to 
nina simone called “Singthe 
Truth,” also featuring uzz 
WRIGHT and ANGtLIOUE KIDJO. 


If wairing until June to 
unleash your jazz hands 
has you feeling antsy, fret 
not. 51 Main in Middlebury 
is debuting its own mini 
jazz fest diis week. The 
weeklong festival features 
jazzy offerings every night, 
includingthe chris bakriges 
trio on Wednesday, February 
29; yukitakeoaa friends mi 
Thursday, March 1; 17-piece 
Middlebury College's sound 
INVESTMENT JAZZENSEMBLEon 
Friday, March 2; and world 
guitar master Raphael groton 
on Saturday, March 3. 


Last but not least, it’s become 
something of a tradition in 
this column to announce 
when notable local musicians 
make babies. Plus, it helps 
us keep tabs on who's gonna 
be in Burlington's best new 
bands in 2030. But this birth 


announcement has particular 
significance for yours truly. 
Last Thursday, February 
23, local bassist — and my 
younger brother — tyler 
BOLLE sand his lovely wife, 
kate lasko, brought their 
second child, griffin bolles, 
into the world. If you recall, 
when their first son, arlo, 
was bom, I gave him his first 
hip-hop alias, r-lo, because I 
diought it only fair his uncle 


should be the first music 
journo to write about him. In 
keeping with tradition, we’ll 
do the same for Griffin, but 
widi a twist. Every good MC 
needs a good DJ. So say hello 
to dj g-riff. Welcome to die 
world, little homie. © 


0 

Listening In 

Once again, this week's 
totally self-indulgent 
column segment, in 

1 sampling of what was on 
I my iPod, turntable CD 

I player. 8-track player, etc., 
this week. 

Andrew Bird. 

Break It Yourself 

Simple Work for the Dead 
Oberhofer. 

I Time Capsules II 
The Lumineers. 

The Lumineers 
Crushed Stars, 

In the Bright Rain 

Vs J 






i 



Masteri 


.asceri 

workshops 

senes 

Saturday, March 10, 2012 


i Perform jng Art.g, Bt 


Musically Speaking, a free, lively and ir 
precedes the concert at 7;00 p.m. 
Tickets: 802-86-FLYNN, flynntix.org or 


Flynn Regional Box Office. 


Friday, March 2 al 8 pm Tickets start at $15 


VPR 


Performing Ihc Music of Stevie Wonder 

SFJAZZ Collective 


(Comcast -AARP ' 


Golden Dragon Acrobats of China 

Sunday, March 11 at 8 pm rickets start at $is 

*> m mg 

Hampton Qireci canstmicnM S^riX 

- www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! — 


As seen on FOX's "So You Think You Can Dance 

AXIS Dance Company 

Friday, March 9 al 8 pm Tickets start at $15 


(comcast. VPR 




Laugh In New York City's kris sh aw is one of standup comedy’s bright young 
rising stars. Blending an easygoing, affable stage demeanor with a razor-sharp wit and 
an unflinching approach to sensitive topics such as race, sex and politics, he achieves 
a rare feat of being both disarming and provocative. Oh, and he’s hilarious. Catch him 
at the Monkey House in Winooski this Friday, March 2, with local standup star nathan 
HARTSWICK. 



MATTERHORN: iunk Collection 



(rock), 9p.m„ Free. 


RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN 

Friday Night Frequencies with 
OJ Rekkon (hlp-hop).lOp.m.. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Timbre Coup (rock). 

THERAPY: Pulse with DJ Nyce 
(hip-hop), 10 p.m., $S. 


SAT.03 


burlington area 
1/2 LOUNGE: DJ Disco Phantom 



BACKSTAGE PUB: Smokin' Gun 
(rock), 9p.m., Free. 


CLUB METRONOME: Retronome 
('80s dance party). 10 p.m. $S. 
FRANNY O'S: Karaoke. 9 p.m.. 


oil Fight! (house punk), 8 


JP'S PUB: Dave Harrtson's 


MONKEY HOUSE Hello Shark 
tiger Saw, Guy Capecelatro III, 
Paper Castles (Indie), 9 p.m., $S. 




Ri RA IRISH PUB; Trench Town 



central 

THE BLACK DOOR: Hot Neon 
Magic (80s New Wave). 9:30 

CASTLEROCK PUB: The Grill 


CH ARUE O'S: Horseshoe Lounge 
Playboys ( bluegrass), 10 p.m„ 

ODER HOUSE BBO AND PUB 






Rhythm Boys (rockabll ly). 8 p.m., 

THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT 

A tap ROOM: Bumpin' Uglles 






REVIEW this 


Justin Levinson 
and the Valcours, 
This Side of Me, 

This Side of You 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

If Justin Levinson's name has become 
synonymous with easy listening and 
Elton John covers, that's over now. On 
his latest record, This Side of Me, This 
Side of You, he goes beyond piano- 
pounding crooner and breaks out of the 
generic indie-Americana from 2009’s 
Predetermined Fate. Levinson delivers a 
breakup album tour de force that runs 
the gamut from heartache serenades to 
funky, post-love anthems. With a lull 
band and featured musicians, Levinson 
has developed a variation and dynamic 
that he lacked on his previous albums. 

Leading with a moody piano-centric 
ballad, “Water Wears the Rock," This 
Side starts slow but picks up quickly. 
“You Became a Ghost” is an indie-pop 
gem not unlike Owl City's “Fireflies” 
or Death Cab for Cutie, circa “Crooked 
Teeth." Unlike Death Cab's Ben 
Gibbard, who ties personal stories to 
generation-defining images, Levinson 
crafts smaller metaphors for his stories 
within songs. 

Sonically, the record showcases a 
complex range. “Love You Goodbye" is 
bipolar, with highs and lows stretching 
from frustrated emo-core shouting 
to placid, lulling refrains. Syncopated 
drumbeats, courtesy of Simon Plimpton, 
fall perfectly with Sean Witters’ glitchy 
guitar layers between subtle refrains. 

Snide humor and breakup bitterness 
go together like dark chocolate and red 
wine in “Bar Scene" and “I’ll Be OK.” 
Both songs are deliciously vaudevillian. 


a la the Dresden Dolls. Still, the record’s 
tastiest bits are served by a brass section 
that makes several spicy cameos. 

Samples on “Bar Scene" recall “Undone 
- the Sweater Song” from Weezer's 
Bhie Album. But instead of becoming 
emo-undone, Levinson has cabaret- 
style fun. 

He falls a bit short, though, on die 
whiny ballad “Million Tears" (even ifit 
is perfectly titled). Where Levinson's 
falsetto adds a unique and quirky 
quality to much of the album, here it 
drags on inarticulately. Every album is 
entitled to a stinker, and for This Side, 
this is it. Nine out of 10 ain’t bad. 

Though thematically about love 
gone wrong, This Side of Me, This Side 
of You is a fun listen. Levinson strikes 
a balance among sentimentality, wit 
and humor that would give Ben Folds a 
run for his money. Each song offers its 
own distinct color and resonates with 
die professional musicianship of the 
Valcours. 

Justin Levinson and die Valcours 
play Radio Bean in Burlington on 
Saturday, March 3. 

ALAINA JANACK 

Tim Berry, More 
Songs About 
Devils & Dreams 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

In a recent letter to Seven Days, local 
songwriter Tim Berry introduces his ™ 
latest album. More Songs About Devils 
fi Dreams, by describing it as something 
of an ode to the various places he’s 
called home over the years. These are 
largely rural locales, such as Kentucky, 
South Dakota and, of course, Vermont 
Berry’s sophomore effort — he released 
his debut, Lay It Out Straight, in 2001 — 
reflects those rugged backwoods roots, 
as well as an ethereal bent he refers 
to as his “little rambling, sometimes 
distant midnight train of thought." 

Tile album was recorded (mosdy) 
live in a makeshift studio set up in a 
central Vermont barn. And many of the 
songs here exude a laid-back appeal 
befitting those rustic surroundings. 
Devils Ct Dreams doesn’t offer 
virtuosic Americana fare — though die 
performances here are, by and large, 
very good. Instead, we find lovingly 
crafted, homespun roots music that 
embraces its flaws and imperfections 
as part ofthe larger panorama. From 
occasional clams and slighdy sliding 
pitch to the unexpected contributions 
of a barking dog. Berry's record is 


loaded with congenial character and 
easy charm. 

“Too Far From the Sim" opens 
the record with loping acoustic 
country. Berry's plaintive baritone 
perfectly matches the song’s lazy 
ramble. Longtime collaborator Ladian 
Gravelle accents Berry’s unadorned 
vocal style widi tastefully restrained 
mandolin licks. Bassist JP Candelier 
and drummer Douglass Bratt combine 
on an appropriately casual shuffle 
underneath. 

“Looking for the Devil in It All" 
cranks up the intensity with a sizzling 
violin and mando duet. Berry proves 
to be as sturdy a fiddler as a vocalist: 
The song boasts a delightfully sinister 
appeal, as if the Devil had forgone 
Georgia and settled on a crossroads in 
Vermont instead. 

“Grace" is a sweetly churning mid- 
tempo ballad dial lithely curls around 
dovetailing guitar and mandolin lines. 



"Kitchen Light Lament (Colorado)” 
follows and bristles with a sort of 
resigned down-home allure. 

“Slow Night” imparts a sinewy, 
late-night blues feel that wouldn’t seem 
out of place on a record of Tom Waits 
outtakes from the mid-1970s. “The 
Places That You've Never Been" teases 
a bossa nova groove but retains an 
unworldly roots appeal. 

The album ends on a bright note 
with the jaunty, hot-house-tinged 
"Waking Up to Dreaming Again." Berry 
and his cohorts gleefully trade solos 
until the song, and the record, come to a 
punchy, celebratory close. 

Tim Berry sits in as part of die 
ongoing Songwriters in the Round 
series this Thursday, March 1, at On the 
Rise Bakery in Richmond. 

DAN BOLLES 


<§) GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 



DISCOUNT 

BEVERAGE 

OUTLET 


UQUOH & DEI. I 802-985-3246 



ENTER THE BEER CAVE! 

Check out our expansive selection of 
craft, micro, imported and domestic 
beers. Our selection is awesome! 



LOBSTERS 

PI HIP 


i LAMS 
SHRIMP 

Surf Point Wine: 
Pinot Grigio, 

SCALLOPS 

Chard onnay 

& MORE! 

$2.99/bottIe 

While supplies lasL 


Alchemisl Brewers’ 


HEADYTOPPERBEER 

from Wnterbury $12.79 - 4 pack 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

985-3246 • 2659 Shelburne Road 


fjlOnWclph 

RflffU M&ticad 

SiqnllptoWlH f 51 — 

WMQWtt l!T5ryS8g 


Only 


iir >?)edL 


•f-Mou 


Web!! 


Mention this Ad 

Get 10 % on 


Northern Lii»lit.$ 

*Thf tobacco ,hop ujith the hippif Hmm” 






Imagine 

your life without 
reliable transportation. 


Many Vermonters don't 
have to imagine. 


Donate your vehicle online 
at GoodNewsGarage.org 
orcall877.GIVE.AUTO. 


Good News Garage 

^ A Program of Lutheran Sooal Service 



St. Patty Specials ! 


Com beet and 
cabbage dinner 316 
Guinness and 
switchback 
poilet specials 



WEDNESDAY 


| qftfSiSr* MAR.14 

1 THURSDAY 

> - ’ MAR, 22 



TICKETS AVAILABLE BKSg 
ONLINE NOW! SfMpi 

802.422.3035 “SSl! 

FtrrBonK/pirKi.rBviiRri NiGiiTn hr 
WWW.PICKLE8ARRELNIGHICLUB.COM 


music 




champlain valley 

CITY LIMITS: City Umits Mardl Gras 
Party, 9 p.m. Free. 

GOOD TIMES CAFE Stephen Bennett 


northern 

BEE S KNEES: Z-Jat Uazz), 7:30 p.m. 
MATTERHORN Blues lor Breakfast 


PARKER PIE CO. Don’t Call Betty 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

Two Rivers (hip-hop). TO p.m., F ree. 

ROADSIDE TAVERN DJ Diego (Top 
40). 9 p.m. Free. 

(rock) TO p.m. S12/T5. 18+. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Maaze (rock). TO p.m.. 

TABU CAFE &NIGHTCLUB: All Night 
Dance Party with OJ Toxic (Top 40). S 


SUN. 04 

burlington area 

HIGHER GROUNO SHOWCASE 

Bourbon Protect (folk). 7:30 p.m. 
$T5/17. AA. 

MONTY'S OLD BRICK TAVERN: 

George Voland J AZZ: Jody Albrl ght 





(gypsy Jazz). Spm. Free. Tango 
Sessions. 7 p.m. Free, Andy Scubert 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES David Langevln (piano). 


MON. 05 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Family Night Open Jam, 

NECTAR'S: Metal Monday: AtlaU. 
Mythology. Musical Manslaughter 

Wylie. 7 p.m. Free 

RED SQUARE Industry Nlghtwlth 
Robbie J (hip-hop). II pm. Free. 
RUBEN JAMES: Why Not Monday? 
with Dakota (hip-hop). TO p.m. Free 


central 



Show Us Your Hits Mardi Gras weekend in Burlington can be overwhelming 
Especially on parade day, the entire city seems to become an enormous, rollicking party. The best 
strategy for dealing with the mayhem is to find a good location, ideally with a view of the parade, 
and stay put. Your best bet this year may just be Nectar's. This Saturday. March 3, the iconic Main 
Street nightclub has live music all day long The mishmash of styles, from honky-tonk to hip-hop. 
includes turkuaz (pictured), the macrotones, the hornitz. dr. westchesterson, ulabalu, die move it 


TUE.06 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Sofa Kings with DJs J 
Dante & Jordan (hlp-hcp), 10 p.m. 



MONTY'S OLD BRICK TAVERN: Open 


ON TAP BAR & GRILL Tnvla with Top 



champlain valley 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Trivia 
Night 7 p.m. Free. Monster Hits 
Karaoke. 9 p.m.. Free. 

northern 

MOOG'S: Open Mlc/Jam Night 8:30 


WED. 07 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Rewind with DJ Craig 
Scott Mangan 8, Guests (singer- 



LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE Cody 

Sargent T rlo (Jazz). 7 p.m. Free. 




ONE PEPPER GRILL: Open MIC with 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Cooper a 
Lavoie (blues), 7 pm. Free. 



central 

THE BLACK DOOR: Swing NlghLB 


champlain valley 

ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open Blues 

northern 



regiottal 

MONOPOLE: Open MIc, B p.m. Free. © 










TOWN MEETING DAY WITH 

(aramamia 



Enjoy a draft of Citizen Cider's 
"Unified Press" Vermont 
Hard Cider and complimentary 
hors d'oeuvres. Meet the 
Presslerl. Mingle with your 
neighbors. All are welcomed- but 
keep in mind, space is limited. 


CAFE • BAKERY • BISTRO 
30 Vermont Route 15. Jericho 899-1730 
Check out our full bistro menu at: 

wwM.thevillayecup.com 


art 


Trashing Africa 

"Environment and Object: Recent African Art," Middlebury College Museum of Art 


A n African farmer in a dirty 
yellow shirt is clutching a ma- 
chete as he strides toward us - 
and he does not look happy. Be- 
hind him, oil-drenched fields are aflame in 
a hcllfiro scene of smoke billowing above a 
blackened moonscape. 

"Oil Spill Near Farm Land Ogoni," by 
former Associated Press photographer 
George Osodi, might 
be die signature im- 
age of an exhibit of 
contemporary Afri- 
can artwork now on 
view at the Middlebury College Museum 
of Art. This isn't so much an art show as 
it is a visual outburst of rage and despair. 

What confronts us in “Environment 
and Object: Recent African Art” is the in- 
verse of Africa as conceived in the West- 
ern, romantic imagination. Instead of 
gazelles bounding across the savannah, 
we're given squalid streets and aban- 
doned railyards. Snow-capped Kiliman- 
jaro doesn't make an appearance here, but 
there is a trash mountain about to be ex- 
plored by a teenage scavenger. 

About half of the 50 sculptures, wall 
hangings, photographs and paintings 
depict extreme degradation of Africans 
and their surroundings. The creators of 

although there’s still beauty of sorts to be 
found in the suppurating wounds. 
s The rest of the works make inven- 
S tivc reuse of what are gcnerically termed 
> “found objects" but which here can more 

z couple of the artists even manage to re- 
jjj spend whimsically or with mordant hu- 
mor to their environment's ubiquitous 
detritus. 

„ Osodi’S oddly elegant compositions 
g of exploding oil wells are among several 
g works by Nigerian artists that focus on the 
Sj destruction of the Niger River Delta by 
S Shell, BP and other conglomerates. Yinka 
S Shonibare, for example, places discs of col- 
orful traditional textiles on a wall-size ex- 
panse of canvas that's spattered with a glob 
> of black acrylic paint Jerry Buhari also 
° uses black acrylic to suggest an oil spill. His 
■> "In the Pipeline” could pass for an abstract- 
81 expressionist painting if it weren’t for its 
title and the context of the show. 

Corrupt or inept governments arc com- 
plicit in tliis rape, as Barthelemy Toguo, 
from Cameroon, makes clear in a his life- 
size, staged photographs. “Afrika Oil?” 
shows a man, head back and guzzling from 
E- a plastic bottle, wedged inside a white bar- 
jj rel on which “Afrika Oil?" has been painted 


REVIEW 


in red. In “Stupid African President 2," a 
figure wears a white jumpsuit festooned 
with red telephone cord as he balances a 
chainsaw on his bald head. Another stupid 
president, dapper in a bespoke pin-striped 
suit, stands at a microphone in front of a 
map of Africa in “Stupid African President 
1." This one is no clown; he means business. 


Congolese artist Cheri Samba, who 
works in the "popular painting" tra- 
dition. provides a much-needed light 
touch in “Lutte contre les moustiques." 
There's nothing funny about the sub- 
ject - efforts to eradicate malaria — but 
Samba still manages to make viewers 
smile with his cartoonish painting of a 


as an international art star, contributes 
the most conventionally beautiful piece 
in the show. “Some Still Come Back." It's 
made of unconventional material — hun- 
dreds of beer-bottle caps strung togeth- 
er with copper wire — and forms a mul- 
ticolored metallic tapestry that seems to 
undulate on the museum’s wall. That's 


The single most shocking piece in a 
decidedly unsubtle show is "Teasing Sui- 
cide” by Sokari Douglas Camp, one of 
Africa's best-known female artists. She's 
welded a stand-alone steel sculpture of a 
woman with a Kalashnikov rifle stuck in 
her mouth. The figure’s head, neck and 
shoulders are spray-painted bright pink, 
as if she's already pulled the trigger. 

Camp is depicting a member of an 
armed group that's fighting the oil com- 
panies in the Niger Delta. The militants 
are demanding a fair local share of the 
national wealth that's been plundered by 

ing that her subject is a martyr sacrificing 
herself for the cause? Or is Camp imply- 
ing that the resistance movement is self- 
destructive? Maybe it’s both. 


man with a slingshot and a woman with 
a bow and arrow (and electrified dread- 
locks) taking aim at mosquitoes on their 
bedroom walls. “Cherie,” the crouch- 
ing man instructs the woman, "you kill 
those on the right while 1 battle the 
leftists." The grimacing archer replies, 
“I’m doing it, my love. I’ve already 
killed two, but they seem to resuscitate 
themselves.” 

Brilliant in their simple shape-shifts 
are the masks that Romuald Hazoume 
has fashioned from discarded plastic gas- 
oline cans and cellphones. They're im- 
mediately identifiable as African in their 

artist relies on cast-off items manufac- 
tured in the West. 

El Anatsui, a Ghanaian who's emerged 


not all: Anatsui has made the piece re- 
semble traditional kente cloth. 

Nnenna Okore has achieved something 
similar by knotting white plastic bags 
into a net-like hanging There's defiance 
behind die beauty of both these works, 
because, as Anatsui says, diey repurpose 
objects “the environment has thrown up.” 
Rather than responding passively to an 
enveloping ugliness, African artists are 
twisting it into works of political anger 
and aesthetic splendor. 

KEVIN J. KELLEY 











RECEPTIONS 

YARBOROUGH Work by 
theColby-Sawyer College 
prl ntmakers. Through 

Friday. March 2. 6-8 p.m. Info 


MICHAEL ALBERT: 



and organic structure. March 



Sunday. March 4, 2-4 p.m. InFo, 


ROGER COLEMAN: that Was 





Cl ndy Griffith. March Ithrough 



985-8222 

ADAM DEVARNEY: And then 
the Weather Changed," more 

comics skateboarding urban 
culture and printed material 
predating the ^98Gs Math 2 



MR. MASTERPIECE llie 



Bros. Frame Shop In Burlington. 
Reception: Friday. March 2.5-8 

MARILYN JAMES & JON 





933-6403. 



CENTRAL VT ART SR 


® 


VISUAL ART IN SEVEN DAYS: 

ART LISTINGS A NO SPOTLIGHTS ARE WRITTEN BV MEGAN JAMES 
USTI NGS ARE RESTRICTED TO ART SHOWS IN TRULY PUBLIC PLACES: 
EXCEPTIONS MAY BE MADE ATTIIE DISCRETION OF THE EDITOR. 




. . . ID IMAGES BY THURSDAYS AT NOON ON OURFORMAT 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT IK GALLERIESl9SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



Mondoy 

BURGERS $6 
& FEATURED 
VT DRAUGHT $3 


On Friday night, March 2, 
hundreds of synagogues across 
the continent will take part in 
an historic national Jewish event 
to celebrate that which 
unifies all Jews— Shabbat! 


Everyone is invited: 

Singles, couples, families, all ages. 
So bring your neighbors, 
your friends, your co-workers, 
and let's celebrate together! 


TEMPLE SINAI 

500 Swift Street, South Burlington 
Friday, March 2, 5:30 Folk Services 
Followed by Oneg 


art 




‘Recycle/ReUse Showcase’ A sinister-looking lampshade 

made from spinal x-rays. A bulgy-eyed goldfish constructed from sliced-up soda 
cans. A golden hand emerging from a pile of outdated technology, including clunky 
headphones and — what is that hideous oversize smartphone? - oh. a PalmPiloL As 
part of Chittenden Solid Waste District's 16 th annual contest, area high school students 
transform trash into works of art Sure, most of it will still end up in a landfill eventually, 
but at least these bits of recycled materials get a final hurrah on the venerated walls of 
Burlington's Frog Hollow. Through March 27. with a reception on Friday, March 2, at S 
p.m. Pictured: "The Sunkiss Fishie" by Rice High School senior Phutthachat Singthong. 


CENTRAL VT ART SHOWS « P.B3 PETER BATCHELDER: Barns: Essence of an 

American Icon." oil paintings. Through March 14 at 






lU vchSt.Burlj„ ( 

Presents 


PICTURE THIS! 


ART WORKS, WALKS O WORDS 


lew 


Plan your visual art adventures with our 
new Friday email bulletin filled with: 

• art news, profiles and reviews 

• weekly picks for exhibits 

• receptions and events 


Subscribe today! 

sevendaysvt.com/review 


Downstairs every Tuesday 


IBCialSon aft8r Wlrk for 
Burlington's Best Selection of 

bourbons and Whiskeys 


View the full menu @ DasBierhausVT.com 
Friend us on facebok for daily specials and more! 
802.881.0600 





. A .Vermont, _ 

Womens Expo 

InPnfm «nTi9nc« B 


toforw sohsDcs "Inspire 

Make a Change, Be Inspired, Something New Every Year! 

Saturday March 10, 2012 

Sheraton Conference Center, Burlington, VT • 10:00am - 4:00pm 

Goody Bags • Door Prizes • FREE Seminars 

for a full list of exhibitors and seminar descriptions visit 

www.VermonfWomensExpo.com 

presented by Mirror, Mirror • Wendell's Furniture • VT Bod Store * WCAX * 95 Triple X | 



A mind expanding, thought provoking evening hr adults . 
exploring challenging topics with industry experts. 

Thursday, March 8; 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 



FreePres|Meae 


# afterdark is 

BURLINGTON WATERFRONT • ECHOVERMONT.ORG * S77.324.63B6 



Ryan Libre If you don't feel the urge to drop everything and hop a 
plane to Japan after seeing Ryan Libre's photographs of that country's mountainous 
Daisetsuzan National Park, there might be something wrong with you. Imagine a real- 
life Middle Earth, lull of snow-capped peaks, pristine waterfalls and lush meadows — 
that's Daisetsuzan. His series "Kamui Mintara, Playground of the Gods” is at Sterling 
College’s Brown Library in Craftsbury Common through March 31. Libre, who helps 
guide Sterling students on a field-study program in Thailand, runs a nonprofit called 
Documentary Arts Asia, which aims to advance visual literacy and support documentary’ 
artists. Pictured: ''Toma-dake.” 











regional 

■2012 BEST OF THE UPPER VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
EXHIBITION’: Exceptional work by the region's 
emerging young artists. Through March 9 at 

603-448-3TI7. 


TEININGER: THE GREAT CARNIVAL': A 





Marilyn James When Marilyn James' children were little, she brought 
them to visit her artist brother. She only meant to inspire the kids, but James was so 
moved by a scene he painted on an old window shade stretched over a window frame, 
she came home and went wild with her kids' tempera paints. She signed up for painting 
and drawing lessons and dove headfirst into life as an artist. For the next 20 years, she 
painted with oils in a photorealist style. Recently, in an effort to simplify her life, she 
has honed her technique "using clean shapes and bold colors to tell stories,” she writes 
on her website. Her paintings are featured, along with Jon Zurit's photographs, at 
Enosburg Falls’ Artist in Residence Cooperative Gallery, March 4 through 31. Pictured: 
“Feeling Like Spring." 


[Channel 3 NEWS] 

The We AT HER T EAM 

' V \ Anytime Anywhere. Facts & Forecasts 


I/wcaxWeath erTeam 


Osteopathic Manipulation 
Holistic Family Medicine 

The best ofWestern Medicine combined with 
the art and science of Osteopathy 

STEVE PAULUS, DO, MS 

The Chace Mill, I Mill Street. Suite 301 
Burlington. VT 05401 • 802-489-5470 


GARDEN SEED SALE! 

Feb 25th - March 1 1 th 201 2 


50% OFF Burpee Seed Packets! 

20% OFF High Mowing, NK, & Harts Seed Packets 
20% OFF Seed Starting Supplies! 


Now taking Chick Orders! 
Chick starting seminar March 18th 
Please call 878-8596 to reserve a seat! 


Depot Home 

<tQwtdeti 


“The Little Store with More” 

www.D epotHom eandGarden. com 


36 Park St; 
Essex, Jet VT 
802-878-8596 









movies 


A Separation ★ ★★■* 



I f you had to name the highest-rated, 
most critically acclaimed movie of 
2011, what do you think you'd say? 
The Descendants ? Way off. That only 
had a score of 84 on Metacritic, which ag- 
gregates film reviews. Out of 100, The Tree of 
Life barely earned an average of 85 from the 

the Best Picture Oscar, but it only scored 89. 
Far and away the highest-rated film, with 
a whopping 95 average from the country's 
critics, was A Separation. 

1 find a bit baffling Written and directed by 
Asghar Farhadi, Iran's official entry for the 
Best Foreign Language Academy Award - 
and the winner in that category - is a per- 
fectly serviceable domestic drama featuring 
several fine performances. But it's hardly the 

suspicion is that many were motivated, in 
part, by a desire to demonstrate empathy for 
and solidarity with the Iranian people That 
motive may be noble, but it has caused them. 
I believe, to overlook the film's shortcom- 
ings. 

Farhadi’s fifth picture is set in present- 
day Tehran and concerns disputes that arise 
between and within two families of different 
classes, Nader (Pcyman Mondi) and Simin 


(Leila Hatami) are an educated, middle-class 
couple who'vc been married for 14 years. As 
the movie opens, they lace the camera and 
address an unseen divorce court judge. Si- 
min wants to leave the country to give their 
11-year-old daughter, Termeh (the director's 
daughter, Sarina Farhadi), a chance for a bet- 
ter life. Nader feels a duty to stay and care 
for his Alzheimer's-stricken father. He’s 
willing to grant Simin's petition, so long as 
she doesn't take Termeh with her. The judge 
tells them to go home, saying theirs is "a little 

There’s a little problem with the picture's 

view that's mentioned it: The viewer is never 
given a reason why the family can't just leave 
the country and bring Nader's father along. 
We’re informed that the husband originally 
planned to emigrate and are never led to be- 
lieve the couple couldn 't afford to include hi s 
father in their travel plans. We see him being 
driven all over the city, Surely he could sit on 
a plane every bit as easily. 

After the hearing. Simin moves in with 
her mother, forcing her husband to hire a 
daytime caregiver. Razieh (Sareh Bayat) is 
poor, devout and pregnant, though she never 
shares this last lact with her new employer. 
Much of the story hinges on whether Nader 
has somehow figured it out by the time he 


fires Razieh for leaving the old man tied to 
his bed so she can sneak out to do personal 
errands That sets in motion a tragic chain of 
events that leaves Nader lacing a charge of 
murder. 

The balance of the picture is devoted to 
his attempts to clear himself. Nader is as 
concerned about demonstrating his inno- 
cence to his daughter as to the magistrate, 
and the script does offer a frequently com- 
pelling portrait of human frailty as the girl 
grows increasingly wise to her father's se- 
crets and white lies. In the final act, though, 
the filmmaker compromises his creation by 
resorting to a twist completely out of left 
field. Movie-critic law prohibits me from 

And that's not the movie's only flaw, US 
impossible to Imagine Nader and Simin as 
anything but adversaries Their characters 


are written in a way that doesn't give the 
slightest hint of warmth or fondness be- 
tween them, and that's a serious slip if the 
audience is expected to see the disintegra- 

WhatA Separation does splendidly, how- 
ever, is provide a rare glimpse of everyday 
life in Iran. The film is filled with illuminat- 
ing details, such as the Islamic advice line 
Razieh calls to find out whether changing 
the old man's staled pants will "count as a 
sin." And the imperturbable magistrate — a 
one-man justice system — deserves a picture 
all his own. 

The movie is a singular mix of the foreign 
and tile famil iar, but is it the best 2011 film in 
the whole world? A 95? I can’t say that I con- 

RICK KISONAK 
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| Wanderlust ★★ 



g ome movies make you laugh 

g and cry, some movies make you 

8< squirm, and some movies arc so 

half-assed they can't amuse you to 
feel a thing Wanderlust is in that lastcatego- 
~ ry. As a comedy, it's less dumb than anything 
6 Adam Sandler’s done recently. It employs 
9 the considerable talents of several former 
membersof comedy troupe the State, includ- 
J- ing director David Wain ( Wet Hot American 
° Summer). It's full of pleasant "Hey, I recog- 
nize that guy! He's funny!" moments. 

Yet Wanderlust never gets off the ground. 

> Its only laugh-out-loud highlight is a scene 
° in which star Paul Rudd appears to be im- 
“ provising. The whole enterprise feels like a 
“ sketch for a hilarious movie that someone 

scrawled on a cocktail napkin 10 years ago 
and never bothered to flesh out Or like an 
overlong reunion at an artsy high school 
where a bunch of people entertain each 
other with gags that aren't as clever as they 

> Rudd and Jennifer Aniston play mar- 
s ried couple George and Linda, who are do- 
8 ing their best to live the upscale American 


and she fails in her bid to sell a depressing 
documentary to HBO, they're forced to sell 
their “micro-loft” and leave the city. 

George's porta-potty tycoon brother (Ken 
Marino) invites the couple to join his family 
in their Atlanta McMansion. But that ver- 
sion of the upscale American dream, with 
flatscreen TVs blaring from every available 
surface, quickly becomes unbearable. When 
George and Linda stumble upon a rural com- 
munity full of stoned, happy-go-lucky hip- 
pies, they decide to give turning on, tun ing in 
and dropping out a try. It can't be worse than 
the lifestyles they've already sampled. 

So the film introduces us to a collection 
of wacky counterculture characters, includ- 
ing thecommune's addled, rambling founder 
(Alan Alda), a beatifically weird matriarch 
who keeps her uterus in a jar (Kerri Kenney) 
and a flower child eager to practice free love 
with George (Matin Akerman). 

Justin Theroux does an amusing turn as 
the petulant group leader, who has Klingon 
hair, a faint surfer accent and designs on Lin- 
da. Though he inevitably evolves into some- 


thing of a villain, he's hampered in his plot- 
ting by his apparent ignorance of anything 
that's happened in the outside world since 
1990 - a funny idea but. like so many in the 
film, an underdeveloped one. 

Likewise, Rudd and Aniston are never 

care about George and Linda’s marital prob- 
lems, around which the plot ostensibly re- 
volves. He's charming, as always; she’s well- 
groomed and well-tanned, as always. But 
they don't connect. 


fact that Hollywood has been doing com- 
edies about uptight folks leaving the rat race 
to join the hippies since there have been hip- 
pies. and this one adds nothing to the genre 

dity). It has its moments, but you 'll find more 
laughs in five minutes of an average "30 
Rock" episode than you will here. 

MARGOT HARRISON 
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WHAT'S YOUR DEAL? 





Purchase these offers only at: 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 



SWEETPERKS 


BOW MEOW: $50 TOWARDS 
GROOMING AND SERVICES 
FOR ONLY $25 

A well-groomed dog is a happy, healthy 
dog! Give your dog the pampering that 
they deserve at Bow Meow in Essex! 



THE SALON PROFESSIONAL 
ACADEMY: $30 TOWARDS 
ANY SERVICE FOR ONLY $15 

The stylists at The Salon Professional 
Academy are fun, creative, and 100% 
dedicated to making you look great! 

All services provided by supervised students. 


1/2PRICETICKETS 



2 TICKETS TO THE 
IRISH COMEDY TOUR 

Saturday. March 10 $ 4 2. 4 0 $21.20 
The Paramount Theatre, Rutland 

The Irish Comedy Tour takes the party 
atmosphere of a Dublin pub and combines it with 
boisterous, belly-laugh trio. 


SNAP-DRAG DRUM DUO 

Saturday, March 31 $T6 t 2© $8.10 
North End Studios, Burlington 

"Killer technique and inspired musicality.' 
— Drum! Magazine 



SEVEN DAYS 

Dean* 



discounts on concerts, plays 
and more! Between ticket deals, 
get local perks on shopping, 
services and dining. 



Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 
deals.sevendaysvt.com 




movies 



When you contribute to the 
Nong.une Wildlife Fund 
you are helping protect and 
restore Vermont's endangered 
wildlife like bald eagles and 
bats threatened by White Nose 


Look for the loon on line 29A 
of your Vermont income tax 
return and please remember 
to donate. 


VERMONT 


Explore the cuisine 
of Italy here in Vermont 


Each week, in addition 
to our regular menu. 


from a different region 


VenetO February 28- March 2 
Trentino March 6-9 
Sicily March 13-16 
Piedmont March 20-23 


Will help our wildlife, 
if you won’t? 


show times 

(•)= NEW THIS WEEK I N VERMONT 

Tl MES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE . 

FOR UP-TO-OATt TIMES VISIT SEVENOAYSVT.COM/MOVIES 




OF Arrietty 12. £4:50. 6:3C 
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CLUB OATES. EVENTS ANtl MORE. 





ladies invited 





movies 

you missed 

AN EXCERPT FROM BLURT. 

TH E SEVEN OA YS STAFF BLOG 


Movies You Missed 27: Blank City 

Lots and lots of movies never (or only briefly) make It to Vermont theaters. Each Friday. 
Margot Harrison reviews one that you can now catch on your home screen. This week 
in movies you missed: Takea trip back to lower Manhattan, Iatel970s. Rents are cheap, 
rats are plentiful, hippie optimism Is over. Talking Heads are playing CBGB, and a bunch 
of young arty types are experimenting with skinny jeans, pills and movie cameras. 

I f you think ultra-cheap DIY 
filmmaking started with the digital 
age and YouTube, or even with VHS, 
you're wrong. Back in the 1970s and 
early '80s, in a low-rent, crime-ridden 
New York that no longer exists, a 
bunch of young people grabbed Super 
8 and 16-millimctcr cameras and 
started filming their neighborhoods 
and friends. Many of them were also 
musicians and artists, and icons of the 
scene such as Debbie Harry and Lydia 
Lunch appeared in their films. Some of them called it the "No Wave” movement 
First-time feature director Celine Danhier explores the scene with clips from the 
films and interviews with the participants, who include (at least tangentially) such 
famous figures as Jim Jarmusch, Steve Buscemi, Thurston Moore and John Waters. 
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AVEDA 
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Communications 


& Community Media 

An exciting new program that reflects the realities of 2hl-cen l ury journalism 


Apply now for 
fall admission! 


£5 

JOHNSON 

STATE COLLEGE 

kVERMONT 

Call 800-635-2356 or visit WWW.jsc.edu 





ARIES (March 21-April 19): At one pc 
his book The Divine Comedy, the Italiar 
Dante is traveling through purgatory t 
way to paradise. American poet T.S. 
describes the scene: "The people 
inside the flames expurgating their 
and sins. And there was one Incident when 


him. until at last she was compelled to say to 
Dante, 'Would you please hurry up with your 
questions so I can get on with my burning?* 
l bring this to your attention, Aries, because 
l love the way you've been expurgating your 
own errors and sins lately. Don't let anything 
interfere with your brilliant work. Keep bum* 
ing til you're done. (Source: "A New Type of 
Intellectual: Contemplative Withdrawal and 
Four Quartets' by Kenneth P. Kramer.) 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): If you've been 
holding yourself back in any way, Taurus, now’s 
the ti me to unlock and unleash yourself. If you 
have been compromising your high standards 
or selling yourself short. I hope you will give 
yourself permission to grow bigger and stron- 
ger and brighter. If you've been hiding your 
beauty or hedging your bets or rationing your 
access to the mother lode, you have officially 

nonsense. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): tnthecultblax- 
ploltation film The Human Tornado, the main 
character Dolemite brags about his prowess. 1 
chained down thunder and handcuffed light- 

ice cream! I punched a hurricane and made 
it a breeze! I swallowed an iceberg and didn't 
freeze!" This is the way I want to hear you talk 
in the coming week. Gemini. Given the current 
astrological configurations you have every 
right to. Furthermore. I think itll be healthy 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Astrologer 
2 Antero Alii theorizes that the placement of 
8 the sign Cancer in a person's chart may indi- 
> cate what he or she tends to whine about In 
5 his own chart, he says. Cancer rules his ninth 

!> and bad education and stale dogmas that 
W cause people to shun firsthand experience as 
a source of authority. I hereby declare these 


s ahead for you in the coming 
week, Leo: getting the lowdown on the Inner 
workings of a benevolent source . . . tuning 

seemingly simple, happy tale . . . gathering up 

that are always going on beneath the surface 
of the good life. Its ultimately all positive, al- 
though a bit complicated. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): in the coming 
days, you could do a lot to develop a better 
relationship with darkness. And no. I don't 
mean that you should do bad things and seek 

When I use that word 'darkness.' I'm referring 
to confusing mysteries and your own uncon- 
scious patterns and the secrets you hide from 
yourself l mean the difficult memories and 
the parts of the world that seem inhospitable 

this stuff better. Virgo. Open yourself to the 
redemptive teachings It has for you. 

LIBRA (Sept 23- Oct. 22): Sister Jessica, a 
character in Frank Herbert's Dune books, says, 
'The greatest and most important problems 
oflife cannot be solved.They can only be out- 
grown.' I encourage you to use that theory as 
your operative hypothesis for the foreseeable 
future. Here are some specificdues about how 
to proceed: Don't obsess onyour crazy-making 
dilemma. Instead, concentrate on skillfully 
doing the pleasurable activities that you do 
best. Be resolutely faithful to your higher 
mission and feed your lust for life. Slowly but 
surely. I think you'll find that the frustrating 
CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNTS EXPANDED WEEKLY A 


Pisces 

(February 19-March 20) 
Youshould be like a rooster, 
Pisces: dispensing wake-up calls 
on a regular basis. You should 
be nudging people to shed their 
torpor and shake themselves out 
of their stupor. What's your per- 
sonal version of “Cockadoodle- 
doo!"? It shouldn't be something 
generic like "Open your eyes!" or 
“Stop making excuses!” Come up 
with attention-grabbing exclama- 
tions or signature phrases that no 
intelligent person can possibly 
ignore or feel defensive about. 
For example: “Let’s leap into the 
vortex and scramble 
our trances!” 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A few years 
ago, the Hong Kong company Life Enhance 
sold briefs and boxer shorts that were sup- 
posedly designed by a master practitioner 
of feng shul. On the front of every garment 
was an image of a dragon, which the Chinese 
have traditionally regarded asa lucky symbol. 
To have this powerful charm in contact with 
your intimate places increased your vital force 
— or so the sales rap said. By my estimates, 
Scorpio, you're not going to need ■ * 


exploring in the outer world, and other times 
when your pioneering probes are directed 
primarily inward. In my astrological opinion, 
you're currently more suited forthe latterkind 
of research. If you agree with me. here's one 
tack you might want to take: Take an inven- 
tory of all your Inner voices, noticing both the 
content of what they say and the tone with 
whichtheysayiLSomeofthem maybe chatty 
and others shy; some blaring and others se- 
ductive: some nagging and needy and others 
calm and insightful. Welcome all the voices in 
your head Into the spotlight of your alert at- 
tention. Ask them to step forward and reveal 


CAPRICORN (0ec.22-Jan. 19): The Oxford 
English Dictionary, an authority on the state 
of the English language, adds an average 
of two new words every day. In the coming 
weeks. Capricorn. I'd like to see you expand 
your capacity for self-expression with equal 

logical omens, you're due for an upgrade in 
your vocabulary, your clarity and your com- 
munlcationskills. Here's one of the GEO'S fresh 
terms, which would be a good addition to your 
repertoire: 'bouncebackability,' the ability to 
recover from a setback or to rebound from a 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): We turn to 
Dr. Seuss for help in formulating your horo- 
scope this week. He told a story of dining in a 
restaurant with his unde, who was served a 
popover, which is a puffy muffin th 


e. "To ei 


things; si 


uncle, "you must exerds 

out the air!" Drawing a lesson from these wise 
words. Dr. Seuss concluded. 'As you partake 
of the world's bill of fare, that's darned good 
adviceto follow. Do a lot of spitting out the hot 
air. And be careful what you swallow.' I expect 
your coming weekwill be successful Aquarius, 
if you apply these principles. 


0 HOROSCOPES & 


T MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM 0 



Come see our bold designs 
for Leunig’s new 
Lounge 




NEWS QUIRKS upland sweet 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Police arrested convicted eockfighter 
Danny Pham, 36, for violatinghis 
parole after he showed up at the post 
office in Lake Worth, Fla., to claim 
a live rooster delivered dirough the 
mail. Pham insisted the bird in the box 
was "not his chicken” and that he was 
“picking it up for a friend.” Palm Beach 
County sheriff's deputies found 89 
roosters in cages in Pham’s backyard. 
(Palm Beach Post) 

A gunman entered a London bank 
and ordered the teller to put 700,000 
pounds ($1.1 million) in a bag. Only 
instead of giving the cashier die bag, 
the robber held onto it and handed 
him his gun. He quickly realized his 
mistake, but before he could grab it 
back, the teller had time to activate the 
bank's security shutters, locking out 
the suspect and leaving him empty- 
handed, except for a bank worker’s 
bicycle, which he stole for his escape. 
(Britain's Telegraph) 

Current Events 

A helium-filled balloon, probably a 
Valentine’s gift, knocked out power 
to 15,099 Southern California Edison 
customers. Edison official David Song 
said metallic balloons often cause pow- 
er outages by shorting out lines and 
transformers, but in this case it shut 
down an entire substation in Fontana. 
Song said balloons cause the most out- 
ages around Valentine's Day and June 
school graduations. (Associated Press) 

Libertarian Health Care 

Police said Hubert Lee Credit, 39, stole 
an ambulance that responded to an 
emergency call in Tampa, Fla. "I got 
beat up by four guys,” Credit explained 
after officers stopped him. “I saw the 
ambulance, and I was going to drive 
myself to die hospital." Instead, police 
charged Credit and had ambulance 
personnel drive him for treatment for 
a head wound. (Tampa Bay Times) 

Missing the Point 

Five pharmaceutical companies that 
make the children's leukemia drug 
methotrexate said they've slowed or 
stopped manufacturing die drug be- 
cause a critical nationwide shortage is 
causing high demand. (ABC News) 

At least 37 people were killed in South 
Sudan during a shoot out at a peace 
conference aimed at ending violence. 
Deputy Defense Minister Majak 
D'Agool explained the gunfight in 
Mayendit began after “a problem oc- 
curred” between police attending the 
conference from Unity state and police 
attending from neighboring Warab 
state. "Each side thought they were at- 
tacked" by the other and returned fire, 
D'Agoot said. (BBC News) 


Like a Candle in the Wind 

A woman who lit a candle at her home 
outside Manchester, England, to honor 
songstress Whitney Houston wound 
up setting the house on fire. Fire offi- 
cial Rick Taylor said the woman appar- 
ently failed to snuff the candle when 
she went to bed. The flame ignited a 
curtain, starting a blaze that gutted 
the living room. (Manchester Evening 
News) 

Ammo Upgrades 

U.S. weapons experts are developing a 
self-guiding bullet that can steer itself 
to its target. Using an optic sensor 
to identify the target and tiny fins to 
correct its course, the four-inch bullet, 
developed by a subsidiary of defense 
contractor Lockheed Martin, is de- 
signed to be accurate at distances of 
at least a mile and a quarter. “We can 
make corrections 30 times per second," 
researcher Red Jones said. Calling die 
bullet “a revolution for ground forces" 
that “may help cut down on civilian 
casualties in future conflicts,” Britain’s 
Royal United Services Institute think 
tank worries nevertheless about its be- 
ing marketed to the public, especially 
after the researchers issued a press 
release identifying potential customers 
as “the military, law enforcement and 
recreational shooters.” (BBC News) 

U.S. and German researchers have 
come up with a new gun and bullets 
that don’t have to hit their target to 
kill, just come close. Prototypes have 
been tested by U.S. troops in Afghani- 
stan. Intended to negate the advantage 
of cover, the 25mm bullets have a small 
computer that monitors their flight 
path. A computer in die XM25 rifle 
programs each round before it's fired. 
When the bullet nears the target, it 
explodes, sending shrapnel that strikes 
anyone in the vicinity, even those 
behind cover. The gun costs around 
$35,000, and bullets cost several 
hundred dollars each. They’re made 
by hand, so the cost could lower to 
around $25 once production is auto- 
mated. (The Economist) 

News of Warmageddon 

This winter's weather has been so 
mild in North America that Winnipeg, 
which lias enjoyed its diird-mildest 
January in more than a century, was 
forced to truck in 200 loads of faux 
snow for its annual snow-sculpting 
competition. Festival du Voyageur of- 
ficial Emili Bellefleur said she knows 
of only one other year diat the 43-year- 
old festival had to buy artificial snow. 
(Reuters) 
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OBSTETRICS & GYN ECOLOGY 


55 MAIN ST. SUITE 3 ESSEX [UNCTION • 802-879-1802 • WWW.CHAMPLAINOBGYN.COM 



"II went so smoothly. Everyone knew what they 
were doing. It was short and sweet!" Sweet indeed! 
Little Cora Farrell Estes could not be sweeter. Born 
on February 15, she is the first-born of Meredith 
and Thomas Estes. She weighed 7lb/7oz and was 
19" long and we think she looks a lot like her happy 
daddy. What's more, sweet little Cora is a very 
special delivery to the CVMC family. Her mama 
Meredith is the office supervisor at CVMC Aquatic 
Wellness and Occupational Medicine. Mom was 
already a very busy lady but we're betting she'll be 
expert at her new role as Cora's mom as well. We 
wish this happy threesome all the best. Once again, 
we love watching the CVMC family grow. The Estes 
family lives in Websterville. Yay Cora! Yay Meredith 
and Tom! 


Krissa Hammond. 
RN. Ob Nurse 

n 

Carolyn Lorenz- 
Greenberg. MD. 
Pediatrician 

I 

Stevie Balch. RN. 
CBE. IBCLC. 
Lactation 
Consultant 


== ^ Central Vermont Medical Center 

= = Central To Your Well Being / wiwv.cvmc.org 
Central Vermont Women s Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 


Jest Hospital 
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Bill the Cockroach 


| RED MEAT - 

mbersome curds of contriva 

nce Max' cannon 

LOOKS UKE I’M HOME EARLY TONIGHT. 
WHAT'S FOR DINNER. HONEY-CAKES? 

|H 

■flM GOING -0 SID THE CITY 

PFFTU YEAH, RIGHT. TURNS OUT 1 
IT'S A LOT MORE COMPLICATED ■ 
THAN X HAD INITIALLY THOUGHT ■ 

DON'T BE SO HARD ON YOURSELF, DEAR. 

YOU PUT A STOP TO SOME OF IT, YES? 

ring 

MO. YUCK. TURNS OUT, THE CRIMINAL 
UNDERBELLY IS SlFE WITH PATHOGENS. 

NO WAY AM l GOING TO CONTRACT 
HEPATITIS B IN THE NAME OF JUSTICE. 


Try SE p^kt; O©a.oi2 

Pen* Tu*Y / 

«V feiepDS fl«« So M 0 « 
SUtCCfSfUL THAN M{. HOW I>0 
1 Stop £nvVim& 1 'hEir. 6aoo 
foPTUNE SO I M»NT RESENT 

TMtrt? _ c»eis(n 

■fOAOiHTO, CANADA 
k{£P IN MIND, YouAE ONLY 

SEE 1*6 T«£ U(KID£ Of You* 
fftieinDs' successes. 

SuPE THCV HAVE PCOBifMS Too. 


TMS (S A VfPICfl 6AA ST <S 

ALWAYS 6aE£n«A on the, 

OtHfie SIDE 4 SITUATION# IA 
Sl/AE VW WENDS ENVY 


-COU« Uff Too. 


50 Ton Don't hauE 
1o PAY MfT, Too 7 NET HflUf 

ktr MEALS foA noon IM 

ff££/ A n6 Y i u £ ir ,3 T«f MANSION 

pints ABOUND Tohn Too floutwr 

1 SHOULD MOVE fop THffn? 

WITH MY PARENTS TOO. . 

— / 



so 1 TW0U6HT MY 
NEW JOB i*lo<it6 BE 
IN PARIS, BYT itS 
ACTUALS If* THC that 

fAENCH MEDITtpftANfAN. SOCKS, 

How I can ONtr wsir . 
pams on ojeefLT taip s. j 


If YV»t* CAN stop foMfMo/^ 

You* Lift To OTHER ftop C{ £ 
You'D fl £° r HAppi£«. 


I 6»7 MY l?H,0. ; THAT'S 6PEAT, 

STAPWO A eiO-T«H 7“ 

COMPANY, MAPMfO * 

«»««** 
flfHICVfMfNTS. 
AMD TEUIN6 

You That fEfiJ 
AWESOME 


A 3 mlU 10 M OOC CAP 
HOUJt, AND HAUt 


AND If ITS Too HA! PD To 
NOT p t AY T«f COWfiAfilSorl 
GAP ’£, THEN JUST AlAf e 
£E5S AM8IT/0UJ ffltfroas. 

V 


AND 1HATS HOW , 

Alow. You 

Too TIE SHoElACES. flf 




^)riMy?£py^t> 0 tiajvsepwkuc>hotm*/6.com ^ f^ysepvjtu.coivi 

I MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P23) FREE WILL ASTROLOGY (P.72) & NEWSQUIRKS (P.73) 

CROSSWORD (P.C-7) & CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-9) 






FtBAuAR* 2i,2oiZ 

read more at www.amerlcanelf.com 








2012 SRI & RIDE WITH THE POINT 
IS UNDERWAY! 

toin us Fridays at the area's best mountain fer half-price lift Te get the half-price deal yeu'll need a Ski & Ride Button and 

tickets, opres-ski parties, and a chance te scere great prizes! Ceupen Beek Find eul where te get yeurs at peintfm.cem! 
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rEVEN HUNECK GALLERY 

AT DOG MOUNTAIN 
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SKI & RI»E 
2012 SCHEDULE 

MARCH 2 

SUGARBUSH 

MARCH 9 

BOLTDN VALLEY 

MARCH 1G 

T.B.A. 

MARCH 23 

STOWE MOUNTAIN RESORT 

MARCH 30 

JAY PEAK 


The . . 

point 
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SEVEN DAYS 


pERSoNKiS 



For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



CURjoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 

iTVIPOrISNINoTe 

We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 


get together and keep each other 


I'm a college student whojust 



snuggling. EKSwhy zee 21. Q 


LOOKING FOR LOVE 



SENSITIVE. TRUSTING AND 
HARDWORKING 



MEM Aeeta^WSMEN 


WORK HARO AND CONTINUE GROWING 

44-year-old dad to two children. I am 
sir with a muscular build. I am an 
educator and coach. I love being outside 





pRSFili oF 1HI WEEK: 

MEN ■ sfihti’ WoMEN 

FUNNY. HARDWORKING. REAL! 

Hey, whats up? I’m a 27-year-old, hard-working guy looking 
to meet new women who maybe share some of the same 
interests/views that I do. I have a great sense of humor; if I 
couldn't find ways to laugh I'm not sure what I would do! I'm 
also a huge fan of music, mainly heavy metal. J WB1984. 27, Cl 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: Three things that I want from 
my ideal mate are... Honesty, good conversation, someone 
who isn't 'fake." 



IN BUSINESS ARTIST SKIING Ml 


CREATING. EXPLORING. HOPING 



PERCEPTIVE, SOLID. OUTGOING, 





PLAYFUL. NERDY, HOMEBODY 



MEN MEN 






NICE GUY NEXT OOOR 

Tm the nice guy who lives next door. 

hlki ng a mountain or boatlngon Lake 

rlghtguy. Could that be you? Dex 45 
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MSrE RiSQUi? 

TURN THE PAGE . 




§ 
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FERSoNKS 




For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



very discreet. nikk!sbox84 27 □ 


SWEET AND INNOCENT O 



WHATS YOUR HOROSCOPE? 

Did you know Scorpio Is the most 


CURIoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company. 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 

iMP05l5NI Mol! 

We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 



TheGoddessFreya 49 a 


MEN a eefai^? 



third shift at a local company and 
lust thought I would try somthlng 


and there, ril try anything once and 
I always make sure that the lady 


LOVES TO EAT 

SOs guy looking for si mllar-aged woman 



FOUR ORGASMS + 4 U 



having fun tool LlttleSTU0802 Z1 




5IHEB Aeekii^? 


LETTHE GOOD TIMES ROLL 



girl we can do naughty things to. Would 



K!NK oF INI WEEK: 


W51VIEN Aeekii^? 

MUCH-TO-LUV REDHEAD 

Okay. I am sooo new to this! If you are out there, hope 
you find me! I am new to the BDSM scene, let's say books 
■aroused" my curiosity, and I think its what's been missing 
from my life. I just need to find the right teacher! I'm a full- 
figured gal, not your thing, don't respond! (Also, no married 
or cheaters!). much2luv, 39 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: What sex toy/piece of BDSM 
equipment is your favorite and why? Gotta say, need help 
in this dept. Suggestions appreciated! 



NEW PLAYMATE 



PLAY WITH YOUR KITTY 

Straight SWM wanting more play 

ages eth nlc backgroun ds or cul tu ral 
differences. Weight Is not Important 




LOO OKING... 








isPb v 


If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 





talking the nightaway. Meaning: 



I buy you a drink? When: Thursday, 



BUY-CURIOUS? 



If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 
properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


CHICKENS ANO WOOD FTW 



DARK-SKINNED BEAUTY AT MONKEY 



OLD NAVY REGISTER SATURDAY NIGHT 

smile and nice attitude about life. IT 

















together could be. When: Friday, 

NNE. You: Woman. Me: Man. >909955 


STRIKING DREADLOCKS 'GOOD 
MORNING" RUTVEGAS! 

You: striking appearance, said -good 
morning- Defort you sported your long 

An artist? Single' When: Tuesday. 



1 

Whether it's because of your New Year’s resolutions I 
to date more or simply the snuggle-cravings 
Vermont winters induce, I get a slew of letters 
this time of year asking about online dating. Rather I 
than print weeks' worth of digital dating dilemmas. I 

fm offering you a roundup of the most common 
pitfalls to avoid when wooing on the World 
Wide Web: 

Turn That Frown Upside-down: When creating 
your online dating profile, remember thata positive I 
attitude is sexy. Avoid talking about the ex who 
broke your heart or how you don't think online 
dating will ever work for you — no one wants to 
date a Negative Nelly. Focus on the good stuff: Flow I 
would your best friends describe you? What are the I 

accomplishments you're most proud of? Remember, I 
like attracts like; to land a healthy relationship, 
present the healthiest side of you. 

Say Cheese: Ladies and gentlemen, stop taking 
photos of yourselves in bathroom mirrors with your I 
cellphones. Let’s class things up a bit, okay? If you 
don't have any date-worthy photos, ask a friend to 
snap a few of your good side. And, please, only post I 

recent photos — you might think you look the same I 
as you did ten years ago, but your date may not 
agree. 

Less Is More: A common mistake among 
online daters is exchanging too many emails 
before meeting face-to-face. Correspond a few 
times, exchange witticisms and make sure you're 
compatible enough for a first date. Do not send epic I 
emails back and forth for weeks, relating intimate 
details of your lives before meeting in person. Over- I 
corresponding creates a false sense of intimacy 
and can lead to at least one dater getting his or her I 
hopes up. You simply cannot assess chemistry until I 
you're in the same room. 

Stay tuned next week for how to plan a better 
online first date. 

Jaue bytes, I 

C ; _ Need advice? 

Email me at mistress@sevendaysvt.com 
or share your own advice on my blog at 

sevendaysvt.com/blogs 

J 




Finally, A Truly Comfortable Sleeper Sofa! 




• Five Inch Foam Mattress 

on a Solid Platform 

• No Torture Bar! 

• Available in Every Size 

from Cot to King 

• 10 Different Arm Styles 

• Available in 80 Premium Leathers 

and 450 Fabrics! 

• Comes Apart. 

So it can go where you need it. 


© AMERICANLEATHER 

MADE IN THE USA 




VOTED: BEST FURNITURE STORE 
2010 & 2011 



BURLINGTON 

FURNITURE 

COMPANY 


I 


388 Pine Streep Burlington * 802-862-5056 
www.burlingtonfurniturecompany.com 




